
 
JTIP Handout: Lesson 41 – Collateral Consequences: Minimizing the 

Damage of Juvenile Court Involvement 

 

COUNSELING CLIENTS ABOUT COLLATERAL 
CONSEQUENCES: 

A CHECKLIST FOR DEFENDERS 
 
Talking to youth clients about potential future obstacles resulting from juvenile court involvement can be 
complicated. Abstract concepts may be particularly difficult for younger youth. It’s also challenging to 
explain complex issues in simple language. Nonetheless, we as defenders have an obligation to work 
with our clients to try to help them understand the potential implication their juvenile court involvement 
may have on their future. The questions below are intended to help juvenile defense attorneys identify 
hurdles their clients may face and prepare to counsel clients about the ramifications of juvenile court 
involvement.  
 

 

General Information 

 How should the client answer questions about “convictions”?  Are juvenile adjudications 

defined as different from adult convictions in your jurisdiction? 

o Help prepare the client to answer questions such as: Have you ever been 

convicted of a crime?  Have you been convicted of a felony? 

 

Record Access 

 Will the court or law enforcement record of the client’s juvenile court involvement be 

publicly accessible?   

o Will the arrest, charge, or adjudication show up on a background check?   

 Can the client get the court and/or law enforcement records of their juvenile court 

involvement cleared (sealed, expunged, destroyed, etc.)?   

o Does clearing the record allow the client to act as if the offense, arrest, or charge 

never occurred? 

o Who (if anyone) can access information about the record after it’s been cleared? 

 

Secondary Education 

 Will the client’s school be notified if the client is adjudicated or has the school already 

been notified of the arrest or charge? 
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 Can the client face suspension, expulsion, or school transfer based simply on the arrest 

or charge in this case? 

 How can an adjudication on this particular charge affect the client’s ability to return to 

their local school?   

 If the client is put in an out-of-home placement as part of the disposition, what 

obstacles may the client face when they try to return to their local school upon release? 

 

Higher Education 

 How should the client answer questions about juvenile court involvement on college 

admissions applications? 

o How should the client answer the following questions on the Common App:  

 Have you ever been adjudicated guilty or convicted of a misdemeanor or 

felony? Note that you are not required to answer ’yes’ to this question, 

or provide an explanation, if the criminal adjudication or conviction has 

been expunged, sealed, annulled, pardoned, destroyed, erased, 

impounded, or otherwise required by law or ordered by a court to be 

kept confidential. 

 Have you ever been found responsible for a disciplinary violation at any 

educational institution you have attended from the 9th grade (or 

international equivalent) forward, whether related to academic 

misconduct or behavioral misconduct, that resulted in a disciplinary 

action? These actions could include, but are not limited to: probation, 

suspension, removal, dismissal, or expulsion from the institution. 

o For other college applications, how should the client answer the following 

questions truthfully while minimizing the negative impact juvenile court 

involvement has on their application? 

 Have you ever been convicted of a crime? 

 Have you otherwise accepted responsibility for the commission of a 

crime or entered a pre-trial/diversion program? 

 Have you been adjudicated, processed, involved in pretrial diversion or 

entered into a contract through juvenile court, or arrested without a 

conviction in which the record has not been expunged? 
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Employment 

 Can an adjudication for this particular charge affect the client’s ability to get an 

occupational license? 

Housing 

 Can an adjudication for this particular charge affect the client’s ability to remain in or 

obtain public housing? 

 
Public Benefits 

 If the client is put in an out-of-home placement, what happens to the client’s Medicaid 

or Supplemental Security Income (SSI), or the family’s food stamps (SNAP) or Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) benefits? 

 
Unpaid Fees, Fines, or Restitution 

 What happens if the client does not pay all fees, fines, or restitution ordered?   

o Can the client face a violation of probation?   

o Can it affect the client’s ability to get their record cleared?   

o Can the unpaid fees, fines, or restitution show up on a credit report?   

o Can the client’s paycheck be garnished or bank account frozen? 

 
Sex Offender Registration 

 If the client has to register as a juvenile sex offender, is that list public or private?   

 Will the client be eligible for deregistration?  

 If the client moves or stays overnight in another state for more than a few nights, can 

that trigger a requirement to register in the other state? 

 
Military Service 

 Can an adjudication for this particular charge affect the client’s ability to enlist in the 

military? 

 
Immigration 

 Can an adjudication for this particular charge affect the client’s immigration status? 



JTIP UNIT XII: Holistic Juvenile Defense Advocacy                                                 Lesson 41 – Collateral Consequences 

Driver’s License 

 Can an adjudication for this particular charge affect the client’s ability to get or keep a 

driver’s license? 

 Can the client get the license reinstated early (e.g., as a hardship exception – to get to 

school, work, etc.)?  

 
Subsequent Juvenile or Adult Cases 

 Can an adjudication for this particular charge be used against the client in a later 

juvenile case: pre-trial detention, disposition, or transfer? 

 Can an adjudication for this particular charge be used against the client in a later adult 

case: pre-trial detention, sentencing, or challenging veracity at trial? 

 Can the arrest or charge be used in either venue, even if there is no adjudication? 

 
Record Clearance 

 Can the client get their juvenile record cleared?   

o Court records?  

o Police records? 

o Probation records? 

o DNA, fingerprints, or other biometric records? 

 Are there waiting periods, filing fees, or other requirements? 

 Are there lawyers who can help the client with record clearance once you are no longer 

involved in the case? How can the client contact these people? 

 Are any of the records subject to automatic clearance? If so, how can the youth verify 

this happened? 

 How will record clearance affect the client’s answers to questions about their juvenile 

record?  Can the client act as if the offense never happened?   

 Once the record is cleared, is anyone still able to access it? 

 

 

 


