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School failure is one of the most significant predictors of future court involvement. By investigating and      

addressing school issues for your clients you may gain insight into the current case and help decrease the 

likelihood that he or she will have future court involvement.  These questions are intended to start the       

dialogue with your client and alert you to potential opportunities for school based advocacy.      

1 Do you currently attend school? 

How long have you been attending this school?  

Have you changed schools often? 

How does this school compare to your other schools? 

What adults do you trust at school? 

2 Does anyone at the school know about this case?  

Did the incident leading to charges occur in school?   

Has there been a meeting at school regarding this incident and/or this case?  

Do you attend school with an alleged victim or co-defendant?  

Do you have any felony charges? (see MGL c. 70 § 37 H 1/2)   

3 How are you doing in your classes? 

What were your grades on your last report card?   

If grades are not good, how long have your grades been poor?  

Have you ever repeated a grade?  

Are there any personality conflicts with teachers, students or other people at school? 

4 How is your attendance?   

How many days have you missed in the past month?   

How many days a month are you late for school? 

Why are you late?  Why do you miss school? 

Is there a transportation issue?  Is there a safety concern?  
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5  Do you have an Individualized Education Plan/ IEP?   

How many kids are in your classes? 

Are you pulled out for any services in school?   

When was the last time you or your parent attended a team meeting? 

If there is recent discipline, did the school conduct a manifestation determination hearing? 

6 Are you or have you ever been on medication?   

Which medication? What was it for? Who prescribed it?  

How long have you been taking the medication? Do you take it regularly?   

  Have you ever been hospitalized?   

Have you ever had a head injury?  

What does the school know about your medical history?   

7 Have you ever been suspended or expelled from school?  

What was the reason for the exclusion?   

How long were you out of school?  

Did you receive any tutoring or education services while you were out of school?  Where? 

8 Do you receive any counseling?   

Is it in school or out of school?  Is it one-on-one or in a group?  

How long has the counseling been going on?  

9  Are you involved with a state agency? 

Dept. of Children and Families/ Dept. of Mental Health/Dept. of Dev. Disabilities? 

Do you have a social worker?  

Do you know what services you get through these agencies? 

10  Do you have any other matters in any other court?   

What type of case?    

Is the case school-based? 

Who is your lawyer?    

Are you on probation?  Who is your probation officer?  

Top Ten Education Questions to Ask Your Juvenile Client 

 


