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 The Rutgers Criminal and Youth Justice Clinic (“CYJC”) is a 

clinical education program of Rutgers Law School. Over the last 

decade, the CYJC has provided post-dispositional legal 

representation to more than 700 youth incarcerated in facilities 

operated by the New Jersey Juvenile Justice Commission (“JJC”). 

Through this work, clinic faculty and staff have developed 

extensive expertise in the policies, practices, and legal 

proceedings that are at issue in this matter, including juvenile 

parole and parole revocation, post-incarceration supervision, 

motions for modification of sentence in Juvenile Court, and 

conditions of confinement in JJC facilities, among others.  

More generally, the CYJC advocates for the extension and 

protection of due process rights and other constitutional 



guarantees, particularly for children and youth involved in the 

juvenile legal system. It has participated in numerous cases 

addressing these issues before this Court and the Appellate 

Division, directly representing parties or in an amicus curiae 

capacity. See, e.g., State in the Interest of A.A., 240 N.J. 341 

(2020) (expanding procedural protections for youth subjected to 

custodial interrogations); State in the Interest of C.K., 233 N.J. 44 

(2018) (finding that mandatory, lifetime inclusion of youth on the sex 

offender registry with no possibility of removal violates due 

process), State in the Interest of N.H., 226 N.J. 242 (2016) 

(clarifying pre-trial discovery rights of youth threatened with waiver 

to adult court), State in the Interest of V.A.. 212 N.J. 1 (2012) 

(announcing more protective standard of review of prosecutorial waiver 

decisions), State in the Interest of P.M.P., 200 N.J. 166 (2009) 

(attachment of right to counsel in delinquency proceedings); State in 

the Interest of Y.C., 436 N.J. Super. 29 (App. Div. 2014) (compelling 

due process protections youth for facing involuntary administrative 

transfer from JJC to adult prisons).  

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, CYJC attorneys 

have been intensely involved in efforts to ensure the health and 

safety of youth in JJC custody. They have filed numerous motions 

in Juvenile Courts across the state on behalf of young people 

with underlying health conditions or short periods of time 

remaining on their sentences. They have maintained daily 

communication with the clinic clients to keep abreast of 



conditions of confinement and sought to redress those that 

raised concerns. And, they have advocated for early release on 

parole for qualified youth and provided legal representation to 

other young people in parole and post-incarceration supervision 

revocation proceedings. The clinic thus is uniquely able to 

assist the Court in the resolution of the significant issues of 

public importance implicated by this appeal. R. 1:13-9.  
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