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October 22, 2019 
 
EDUCATION STATUS REPORT  
 
To: The Honorable Judge 

Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
500 Indiana Avenue, NW 

 Washington, DC 20001 
 
From: Tayo Belle, Esq. 

Special Education Attorney for  
 
Re:  United States v. , 2019 CMD 0000 
 
 
Dear Judge, 
 
I am submitting this Report on ’s behalf for consideration at her upcoming Deferred 
Sentencing Review.  is a fiercely independent 19-year-old young woman who has long 
struggled with cognitive and academic deficits and instability in her home life.  spent much 
of her young life trailing behind her peers academically being sent to special education school after 
school, mostly out of the District. All the while, her home and family life continued to deteriorate 
resulting in the matter that brings her before Your Honor. Despite the challenges that she has faced, 
she has always remained committed to finishing high school and has earned nineteen credits 
towards her high school diploma.  
 

 has gained the consistent adult support she needs to ensure her success since her last hearing 
before Your Honor on September 11, 2019. This happened through near daily communication with 
her School Justice Project attorney and the support of her various social service teams.  Starting at 
the end of August, ’s life changed for the better, though she will still require time to 
completely turn over a new leaf. In that time, she enrolled in school, secured stable housing, 
improved on her probation reporting conditions, and begun receiving critical social services 
supports.  
 
I respectfully request that Your Honor and the government deem the conditions of ’s 
Deferred Sentencing Agreement met and that this Court does not impose a sentence, but instead, 
allow her to fully take advantage of the services her team has worked to put in place.   
 
Background  
 

’s upbringing was a challenging one. ’s mother was unable to care for her and at an 
early age  was sent to live with her maternal grandmother for most of her youth. 
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 continued to wear the device, without notice from her CSO that she no longer had to do so, 
for the next month until the device was returned to CSOSA on October 16, 2019. It is important 
for the Court to recognize that for a young person, who attends school in the community, the 
wearing of a GPS device can be highly stigmatizing and has the great potential to alienate the 
student from their peers. Therefore, the failure of the CSO to notify  of the end of her 
obligation to wear the device created an unnecessary barrier to her ability to engage with her peers.  
 
The CSOSA report also notes that  failed to report for substance abuse testing on multiple 
dates. At least one of these dates is inaccurate and calls into question the remaining dates. 
Undersigned counsel accompanied  to the CSOSA testing laboratory on September 29, 
2019, and witnessed the technicians provide  a receipt of the testing.  met with her 
CSO immediately following the testing and showed her the receipt, thus her CSO was aware that 

 completed the testing. On two other dates listed in the report, August 28 and September 4, 
 was meeting with her education attorneys and provided notice of such to her CSO. Though 

the July dates are unaccounted for, undersigned counsel would like to note that these dates were 
at the height of ’s housing crisis. Though that does not justify the failure to report for testing, 
it hopefully does provide some context. The discrepancy in the September 29, 2019 date was also 
communicated to the CSO by undersigned counsel during the October 16 supervision meeting.  
 
The CSOSA report also notes that ’s supervision was challenging due to the lack of no set 
address or a working telephone.  has a working cell phone that she regularly answers, by 
both calls and text messages. In fact, undersigned counsel has been party to several conversations 
between  and her CSO on ’s cell phone and has seen text conversations exchanged 
between the two parties. As noted above,  has been in stable housing since September 16 
and provided this information to the CSO.  
 
Finally, the CSOSA report notes that  is enrolled at South High School as a 9th grader – she 
is a 12th grade student – and that her attendance has been poor. The report noted that  has 
been consistently absent for over five days. The source of information listed for this is a school 
counselor. When undersigned counsel last spoke with the CSO on October 25, it was explained to 
the CSO that  had been tardy to school on several days, but that she was present. This 
undersigned counsel showed the CSO a document dated October 18 on school letterhead, from the 
same school counselor, noting that, “Some of ’s absences are the result of her reporting to 
school late and missing one of her classes during the school day.” This is a common occurrence 
for court-involved students during the transition back to a school program after close to a year of 
not receiving an education due to being placed by the court system in an out-of-state program. 
 
Despite presenting these multiple demonstrations of evidence to the contrary to the CSO of the 
inaccuracies listed in the CSOSA report, to date, the CSO has not updated the report to reflect 
these errors, nor has the CSO reexamined her recommendations in light of them.  
 
Conclusion 
 
In sum,  recognizes that she could have made better decisions that did not lead to her 
presence before Your Honor.  is committed to her personal rehabilitation and creating a life 
for herself for which she can be proud. At just 19-years-old,  is still maturing and learning 
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how to succeed even under the toughest circumstances.1 I respectfully request that Your Honor 
takes into consideration the challenges that  has faced and, more importantly, all of the steps 
she has taken to turn her life around – particularly her engagement with her education. On ’s 
behalf, I ask that Your Honor and the government deem the conditions of ’s Deferred 
Sentencing Agreement met and that this Court does not impose a sentence. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Tayo Belle  
Tayo Belle, Esq.  

Senior Staff Attorney  
School Justice Project  

1805 7th Street NW, 7th Floor  
Washington, DC 20001  

tbelle@sjpdc.org  
www.sjpdc.org  

 
 
 

	
1 Ellen P. McCann, The District’s Youth Rehabilitation Act: An Analysis (2017), available at 
https://cjcc.dc.gov/sites/default/ files/dc/sites/cjcc/page_content/attachments/District%27s%20YRA-
An%20Analysis.pdf. (“Over the last two decades, there has been abundant research examining the physiological and 
psychological differences between the legal age of adulthood in the U.S. [generally viewed as 18] and the actual age 
of intellectual maturity [varying between 23 and 25 depending upon individual development], giving rise to 
discussions of legal culpability and amenability to rehabilitation. Not only has research changed the common 
conception of treating someone who looks like a grown-up as someone who is as responsible as a grown-up, it also 
has changed the way we understand the potential for treatment and rehabilitation of youthful offenders. If someone 
is still growing and changing, young-adult-isolated offenses may not in fact be a pattern that will be continued once 
maturation is complete. This likely explains the age-crime desistence curve that has been well documented.”). 




