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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQtvzlrJ-oy4hZydNbHW12RJVhJ5uDDhOXyZSGrw6qLLWZ4A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQtvzlrJ-oy4hZydNbHW12RJVhJ5uDDhOXyZSGrw6qLLWZ4A/viewform


Navigating the Statistical Briefing Book
What’s that you ask?
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There are multiple ways to get to the data
FAQs – Maps, tables, and graphs we created for you, some are 
interactive      

Publications – bulletins, fact sheets, data snapshots

Data Analysis Tools – give you more flexibility to create your own 
tables.

Special topics – Hispanic Youth in the JJ system, Racial and Ethnic  
Fairness  data & State Profiles

Data Snapshot – one page infographics
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Customizable tables show race-specific arrest data by offense 



Similar table shows characteristics of delinquency cases



Corrections data shows demographic profile of youth in 
residential placement on the census date



Publications like Juvenile Court Statistics present data with text



Delinquency case flow diagram, 2019



Downloadable Spreadsheets
•Juvenile Arrest Rates by Offense, Sex, and Race (1980-2019)

•Age Specific Arrest Rates

•Case Rates by Offense, Sex, and Race (1985-2019)

Easy Access to Juvenile Populations (1990-2019)
provides access to National, State, and County level population data detailed by age, sex, race, and 
Hispanic ethnicity. Users can view population profiles for a single jurisdiction or create State Comparison 
or County Comparison tables. This application was updated on 7/31/2020.

Easy Access to the FBI’s Supplementary Homicide Reports (1980-2019)
lets users access more than three decades of national and State data on homicide victims and homicide 
offenders, including information on the age, sex, and race of both victims and offenders, the victim-
offender relationship, and the type of weapon used. This application was updated on 11/16/2020.

Easy Access to NIBRS Victims (2016)
[formerly "Easy Access to NIBRS: Victims of Domestic Violence"] allows users to analyze state-level data 
on victims of domestic violence as well as victims of all types of violence based on information collected 
by the FBI's National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS). Users can explore the characteristics of 
victims, including demographic information of the victim (age, sex, and race), victim injury, and the victim-
offender relationship. Data are based on incidents reported in 2016 from law enforcement agencies in 
more than 30 states. This application was updated on 10/22/2018.

Easy Access to FBI Arrest Statistics (1994-2014)
provides access to National, State, and County level arrest statistics. Users can choose between displays 
of arrests and arrest rates for juveniles (persons under age 18), adults, or all ages combined. Displays 
present arrest statistics in 29 detailed offense categories. This application was updated on 8/7/2017.

Easy Access to Juvenile Court Statistics (1985-2019)
lets users access data on juvenile court processing of more than 40 million delinquency cases, including 
information on the age, sex, and race of juveniles involved, the use of detention, adjudication and 
disposition. This data analysis tool also includes pre-formatted tables describing the demographic 
characteristics of youth involved in the juvenile justice system and how juvenile courts process these 
cases. This application was updated on 6/22/2021.

Easy Access to State and County Juvenile Court Case Counts (1997-2019)
gives users quick access to the State and county juvenile court case counts for delinquency, 
status offense, and dependency cases. This application was updated on 8/30/2021.

Easy Access to the Census of Juveniles in Residential Placement (1997-2019)
was developed to facilitate independent analysis of national data on the characteristics of 
youth held in residential placement facilities, including detailed information about the youth's 
age, sex, race/ethnicity, placement status, length of stay, and most serious offense. This data 
analysis tool includes a large set of pre-defined tables detailing the characteristics of juvenile 
offenders in custody (age, sex, race/ethnicity, offense, type of facility, and placement status). 
Users can view profiles for a single jurisdiction or State Comparison tables. This application 
was updated on 5/21/2021.

Juvenile Residential Facility Census Databook (2000-2018)
was developed to facilitate independent analysis of national data on the characteristics of 
youth residential placement facilities, including detailed information about facility operation, 
classification, size, and capacity. Users can view profiles for a single jurisdiction or State 
Comparison tables.This application was updated on 12/11/2020.

Westat Data Explorer--Fourth National Incidence Study of Child Abuse and Neglect 
(NIS–4)
This new data analysis tool was developed by Westat with support of NCJJ's OJJDP-funded 
National Juvenile Justice Data Analysis Program. The NIS–4 data, collected in 2005 and 2006 
by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' Administration for Children and 
Families, provide updated estimates of the number of children who are abused or neglected. 
NIS-4 data combine information about children whose maltreatment was investigated by child 
protective services with data on maltreated children identified by professionals. NIS-4 also 
provides information on the nature and severity of the maltreatment, as well as the 
characteristics of children, perpetrators, and families involved.

https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/crime/excel/jar_2019.xls
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/crime/excel/jar_age_2019.xls
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/court/excel/jcscr_2019.xls
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezapop/
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezashr/
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezanibrsdv/
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezaucr/
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezajcs/
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezaco/
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezacjrp/
https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/jrfcdb/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/systemwide/statistics/nis/
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17 jurisdictions representing 34% of the juvenile population ages 10 thru upper age of   
jurisdiction

Sample consisted of 161,057 youth born in 2000 who had at least one referral to 
juvenile court

That’s prevalence rate of 12%

903 counties— Nearly half (49%) were mostly urban
(and most youth were from such 

counties)

Nearly half (49%) were persistent poverty areas 
(about 1/3 of youth were from such counties)

New study: Juvenile court “careers” of youth born in 2000—The Cohort 
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The majority (83%) were initially referred for a delinquency offense

Females = 32% of delinquency and 49% of status referrals

Youth younger than 15 = 46% of delinquency and 52% of person offense cases

Black youth = 69% of robbery and 51% of disorderly conduct offense cases 

White youth = 51% of vandalism, 51% of drug, 57% of truancy, 56% of curfew, 
and 74% of liquor offense referrals

New study: Juvenile court “careers” of youth born in 2000



Probation was the most common formal disposition for youth referred 
for a delinquency offense at 1st referral



Most youth (63%) did not return to juvenile court 
after their first referral

Of the 161,057 youth in the cohort, 59,318 (37%) returned to juvenile court at 
least once more

Among youth re-referred:

● 71% were male
● 62% were younger than 15 at first referral
● 39% were age 13 or 14 at first referral 
● 62% were nonwhite (35% black, 22% Hispanic, 5% other race)
● 31% were initially referred  for a property offense
● 27% for a person offense
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1988 study reported a re-referral rate of 41%



The likelihood of re-referral varied by youth demographics…



… most serious offense at first referral





Patterns of re-referral to juvenile court varied by offense at first 
referral and youth demographics

◉Re-referral rates averaged 30% higher for males

◉Males highest re-referral rates = MVT and burglary

◉Females highest re-referral rates = MVT and running away

◉Youth first referred before age 15 were more likely than their older peers to be 
re-referred

◉More than 60% referred before age 15 for robbery, MVT or running away 
returned to juvenile court at least once

◉Re-referral rates were higher for black youth than for white and Hispanic 
youth except for those first referred for curfew

◉Black youth with a violent offense first referral were 43% more likely to be 
re-referred than white youth and 16% more likely than Hispanic youth
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A small proportion of youth generate a large number of cases

*For our purposes, those with 4 or more career referrals are considered chronic



Examining career length can reveal patterns in offending 
behavior

◉The typical youth in the cohort had 2.1 referrals during their career

◉But the average career of “reoffenders” was about twice as long

*Based on youth with at least 1 subsequent referral, not the entire cohort



Among those who returned to court, youth initially referred for a 
runaway offense had the longest careers

*Based on youth with at least 1 subsequent referral, not the entire cohort



Composition of juvenile court careers

Serious offenses
Violent
Murder 
Violent sexual assault 
Robbery
Aggravated assault

Nonviolent
Burglary
Serious larceny
Motor vehicle theft
Arson
Drug trafficking
Weapons offenses



A small share of youth had 
careers that were both 
chronic and violent

Of a typical 1,000 youth in the cohort:

◉579 had fewer than 4 referrals in their career 
& 0 serious 

◉137 had chronic careers

◉386 at least 1 serious offense

◉269 had at least 1 serious but nonviolent 
offense

◉117 had at least 1 violent offense

◉40 were chronic and at least 1 violent

◉1 was chronically violent 
(4 or more referrals for violent offenses)



Flip the advocacy narrative (?)
◉Instead of advocating for equity in system penetration – reducing disparities in 

“harshness” or sanctioning

◉Advocate for equity in access to “what works” to reduce subsequent offending 
and improve positive outcomes for youth

◉Need data on what works (look to research elsewhere if no local data)

■Diversion away from the system at every decision point

■Less surveillance on community supervision – coaching not refereeing 

■Use of evidence-based programs (are they equally effective for all youth?)

■Less punitive residential placements 

■Incentives more than sanctions (4:1 ratio)

■Shorter periods of confinement & supervision (programming may need to follow youth to 
community)

■Effective re-entry practices

■Representation by counsel from day 1 through end of system supervision



Data is for Vendettas
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● Definitions of state specific 
terms

● Placement levels/definitions

● Facility types/names/details
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Statewide Data Baltimore City Data



1.8% of 32,915  =  592 11.9% of 4,402 = 524

524/592 
= 88%

32,915-4,402= 
28,513

68/28,513 = .2%

Statewide Data Baltimore City Data
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Information act request to every school district in the state

- Find out how many school based arrests (really)

- Which schools have police in them vs. which do not 
(demographics)

- Determine how much $$$$ being spent on school police

- . 
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https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/baltimore-school-officer-charged-after-hitting-teen-video-n534871


90% drop in school arrests
2012 = ~525 to 2019 = ~50

3 officers indicted
2 convicted of assaulting my clients

School Police Chief Fired
And 33% reduction in force
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Where I gather data and enter it into my own tracking:

● State Department of Juvenile Services

● Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention

● OJJDP

● FBI UCR

● Kids Count Statewide Data
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Three Data Must Dos

Don’t just crunch 
the numbers, find 

the story

Repetition, 
repetition, 
repetition
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1 2 3

Cross tabulate & 
compare



Nicole Duncan



DATA IN NEGOTIATIONS, MOTIONS, & SENTENCING
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DATA FOR 
DEEPER 
DIVES AND 
CASUALLY 
BURNING IT 
DOWN 
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OH THE PLACES YOU’LL GO...WITH DATA

● Committees (RED)
● Board Meetings
● Detention Hearings
● Op-Eds
● Legislation
● Information Sharing and Hitting from all Sides
● Deep Dives
● Office Changes
● Client-Centered Advocacy
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Overcoming Resistance 
& Getting It In



“

Are you calling me racist?
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Getting the data in
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