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INTERESTS OF AMICI CURIAE 
The National Center for Youth Law (“NCYL”) is a private, non-profit law firm 

that uses the law to help children achieve their potential by transforming the public 

agencies that serve them.  Two of NCYL’s priorities are to ensure that youth have access 

to appropriate education services to improve their educational outcomes and to reduce the 

number of youth subjected to harmful and unnecessary incarceration.  For 50 years, NCYL 

has worked to protect the rights of low-income children and to ensure that they have the 

resources, support, and opportunities they need to become self-sufficient adults.  NCYL 

provides representation to youth in cases that have broad impact, and has represented many 

students in litigation and class administrative complaints to ensure access to adequate, 

appropriate and non-discriminatory education, including in school discipline.    

The Public Justice Center (“PJC”) is a private, non-profit civil rights and anti-

poverty legal services organization which seeks to advance social justice, economic and 

racial equity, and fundamental human rights in Maryland.  PJC’s Education Stability 

Project seeks to combat the overuse of exclusionary school discipline practices, like 

suspension, expulsion, and school policing, through individual representation, impact 

litigation, and policy advocacy.  Representing Maryland students, PJC has filed numerous 

administrative appeals before the Maryland State Board of Education, as well as local 

school boards, challenging disciplinary and behavior-related exclusions from school.  

Additionally, PJC has appeared before the Court of Appeals and Court of Special Appeals 

in cases involving the rights of children.  The resolution of the present appeal will 

determine, in part, whether Maryland students who have had contact with the justice system 
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will face incarceration or other consequences if they are subject to a disciplinary exclusion 

from school, even for a minor or subjective offense. PJC represents such students as part 

of its practice, and thus has a significant stake in the outcome of this case. 

The American Civil Liberties Union (“ACLU”) is a nationwide, nonprofit, 

nonpartisan organization with nearly 2 million members dedicated to the principles of 

liberty and equality embodied in the Constitution and this nation’s civil rights laws.  In 

support of these principles, the ACLU has appeared both as direct counsel and as amicus 

curiae in numerous cases concerning the rights of young people.  E.g., In re Gault, 387 

U.S. 1 (1967); Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Cmty. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969); New 

Jersey v. T.L.O., 469 U.S. 325 (1985); J.D.B. v. North Carolina, 564 U.S. 261 (2011); 

Mahanoy Area Sch. Dist. v. B. L. by & through Levy, 141 S. Ct. 2038 (2021). 

The Children’s Law Center, Inc. (“CLC”) is a non-profit legal service center 

committed to protecting and enhancing the rights of children and youth in Ohio and 

Kentucky and improving the systems that serve them, ensuring youth successfully 

transition into adulthood.  CLC provides individual legal advocacy to children and youth, 

as well as training and education, impact litigation, and juvenile defender support services.  

Throughout its 32 year history, CLC has been involved in  both systemic litigation and 

policy reform to address issues related to the overlap of school discipline and juvenile 

justice involvement.  The issues involved in and implications of this case are of particular 

concern to CLC, given the work CLC is engaged in to end practices that result in the 

unnecessary incarceration of youth.  
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Juvenile Law Center advocates for rights, dignity, equity and opportunity for youth 

in the child welfare and justice systems through litigation, appellate advocacy and 

submission of amicus briefs, policy reform, public education, training, consulting, and 

strategic communications.  Founded in 1975, Juvenile Law Center is the first non-profit 

public interest law firm for children in the country.  Juvenile Law Center strives to ensure 

that laws, policies, and practices affecting youth advance racial and economic equity and 

are rooted in research, consistent with children’s unique developmental characteristics, and 

reflective of international human rights values. 

Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights is a public interest law 

organization founded in 1969 that works to secure racial equity and economic opportunity 

for all.  The Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights provides legal representation 

through partnerships with the private bar and collaborates with grassroots organizations 

and other advocacy groups to implement community-based solutions that advance civil 

rights, including in areas of education equity, equitable community development and 

housing, voting rights and police accountability.  Through litigation, policy advocacy and 

coalition work, Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights works to ensure that systems 

operate with fairness and justice to produce equitable outcomes. Chicago Lawyers’ 

Committee for Civil Rights advocates on behalf of children and parents through its 

education equity practice, working to reform systems that disproportionately harm children 

of color and put them on a path of contact with carceral systems. 

The Children’s Rights Clinic (“CRC”) was founded in 2008 with the mission of 

teaching law students practical lawyering skills while providing high quality legal 
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representation to low-income families in Los Angeles County in the areas of special 

education and school discipline.   Through its direct representation and policy advocacy, 

CRC seeks to ensure that children are not subjected to unnecessarily harsh exclusionary 

school discipline practices, like suspension and expulsion, and to combat the punitive 

consequences that result from school policing.  CRC has represented numerous students in 

the greater Los Angeles area in disciplinary hearings before local school boards and filed 

countless administrative appeals before the Los Angeles County Board of Education, 

challenging disciplinary and behavior-related exclusions from school.  

The Education Law Center-PA (“ELC”) is a non-profit, legal advocacy 

organization dedicated to ensuring that all children in Pennsylvania have access to a quality 

public education.  Through individual representation, impact litigation, community 

engagement, and policy advocacy, ELC works to eliminate systemic inequities that lead to 

disparate educational outcomes based on the intersection of race, gender, gender 

identity/expression, sexual orientation, nationality, and disability status.  During its more 

than forty-five-year history, ELC has handled numerous individual matters and impact 

cases on behalf of students of color who face subjective and racially biased school policies 

and practices that disproportionately exclude Black and Brown students and place youth 

on a trajectory to the criminal justice system.  

The Equal Justice Society (“EJS”) is a national civil rights organization whose 

mission is to transform the nation’s consciousness on race through law, social science, and 

the arts.  Through litigation and advocacy, EJS combats race and other forms of 

discrimination in education, the criminal justice system and other societal institutions.  A 



5 
 

significant part of EJS’s legal advocacy work involves court challenges to the racially 

disproportionate rates of school discipline against Black students.  As an organization 

dedicated to fostering understanding of implicit bias and its effects on Black students, EJS 

has an interest in ensuring that youth are not further entrenched in the juvenile justice 

system due to racially discriminatory school practices.  

Founded in 1967, the Legal Aid Justice Center (“LAJC”) is a non-profit, non-

partisan organization devoted to partnering with communities and clients to achieve justice 

in Virginia by dismantling systems that create and perpetuate poverty.  Using litigation, 

policy advocacy, and organizing, LAJC’s Youth Justice Program works to ensure that all 

youth have access to high-quality, non-discriminatory public education, to reduce the use 

of exclusionary school discipline, and to end youth incarceration.  LAJC provides free legal 

representation to youth in school discipline cases, represents incarcerated youth in sentence 

review and release hearings, and advances state-level policies to reduce school suspensions 

and expulsions. 

The Legal Aid Society (“Legal Aid”) is the nation’s oldest and largest private not-

for-profit organization, providing free legal services to low-income individuals and 

families for over 140 years.  The Legal Aid Society consists of three practices, which 

together represent clients throughout New York City in over 300,000 matters annually, 

including thousands of children each year.  The Criminal Defense Practice (CDP), New 

York City’s primary provider of indigent defense, represents individuals as young as 13 

charged in adult court.  The Civil Practice provides comprehensive legal assistance to 

clients with a range of problems including those involving education law, family law, 
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disability-related assistance, health law, and community development legal assistance.  The 

Juvenile Rights Practice (JRP), provides comprehensive representation as attorneys for 

children who appear before the New York City Family Court in abuse, neglect, juvenile 

delinquency, and other proceedings affecting children’s rights and welfare.  Our Criminal, 

Civil and Juvenile practices engage in educational advocacy for our clients, in the areas of 

special education, school discipline, school placement and programming.  In addition to 

representing these children each year in administrative, trial and appellate courts, we also 

pursue impact litigation and other law reform initiatives on behalf of our clients.   

The Louisiana Center for Children’s Rights (“LCCR”) is a nonprofit law office 

that provides holistic legal defense to address children’s needs both inside and outside the 

courtroom.  As the juvenile public defender in New Orleans, LCCR represents 90% of the 

children involved in juvenile court in New Orleans and also provides support to children 

charged with delinquency and status-based offenses in East Baton Rouge.  Nearly all of 

LCCR’s clients are Black and at least half have disabilities that entitle them to special 

education, related services, and classroom and school-based accommodations.  In order to 

ensure that children can remain in their communities where they belong, LCCR’s lawyers, 

social workers, and youth advocates provide extensive educational support to their clients, 

including through direct advocacy in special education and discipline proceedings.  LCCR 

also engages in litigation and policy advocacy across the state of Louisiana to create more 

equitable, supportive, and fair schools for all children.  LCCR’s attorneys regularly 

represent children who are excluded from school for minor or vague offenses or for 
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behavior that is a manifestation of their disabilities, and many of LCCR’s clients are subject 

to no-suspension conditions of probation.  

The Southern Poverty Law Center is a catalyst for racial justice in the South and 

beyond, working in partnership with communities to dismantle white supremacy, 

strengthen intersectional movements, and advance the human rights of all people.  As part 

of that mission, it uses litigation, education, and advocacy to work to end the era of mass 

incarceration and root out racial discrimination in the criminal justice system by reforming 

policies that lead to the incarceration of children and teens for minor crimes and school-

related offenses 

The Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs 

works to create legal, economic and social equity through litigation, client and public 

education and public policy advocacy.  The Committee recognizes the central role that 

current and historic race discrimination plays in sustaining inequity and recognize the 

critical importance of identifying, exposing, combatting and dismantling the systems that 

sustain racial oppression.  The Committee’s priorities include creating an equal opportunity 

for education, particularly for children of color, disabled children, and English language 

learners and reducing the impact of an unfair criminal system.  Nowhere is systemic racism 

more pronounced nor more harmful than in our criminal system, including the juvenile 

legal system and the school-to-prison pipeline that feeds it.  Based on our work to reform 

these systems, it is the Committee’s view that no-suspension conditions for juvenile 

probation serves no rehabilitative purpose and will only further entrench unfair racial 

disparities impacting young people in Maryland. 


