
Please read the fact pattern and keep in mind any issues you see that may require your 
involvement outside the client’s delinquency matter.  Also, note any possible immigration 
consequences you think may arise, any possible solutions, and how you would advise your 
client.  You will have 10 minutes to read the fact pattern and consider the questions that follow. 

 
Fact Pattern: 
Client Name: Carlos Mejia 

Age: 16 

Grade: 10 (but not currently enrolled) 

Present Charges: 

● Felony – Possession with Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance (Cocaine); 
● Misdemeanor – Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 

Prior Adjudications: None 

Social History: 
Two years ago, Carlos left Honduras to come to the United States due to pressure to join a local 
drug cartel.  Carlos’s parents made arrangements and paid his way to cross through Mexico into 
the United States with a family friend.  While crossing the border in Mexico, Carlos and his 
family friend were picked up by Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  After being 
detained in ORR custody, Carlos was released to an aunt in State A while awaiting an 
immigration hearing.  While living with his aunt Carlos attends school. Carlos’ aunt’s husband 
would call him names and sometimes threatened to kick him out.  
 
Carlos leaves State A to live with his cousin in State B.  Although Carlos identifies this individual 
as his cousin they are not blood related.  In State B Carlos does not attend school but works full 
time as a roofer with his cousin. Due to leaving State A, Carlos missed his immigration hearing.  

 
Client Interview: 
You meet with Carlos at the local detention center.  During your interview you learn he was 
picked up by local law enforcement on a job site after supervisor had asked him to hold a 
package for him.  Carlos explains that he has been working at the same roofing job since coming 
to State B – Carlos cannot tell you exactly how long but he says approximately nine months. 
Carlos explains that he has been working with his cousin and is paid “under the table.”  He says 
the supervisor often asks his cousin to do “extra jobs” for him.  And will threaten his cousin that 
if the cousin does not do these “extra jobs” that he will call ICE on both of them.  From your 
interview you learn that Carlos has never seen the supervisor call ICE but has seen him withhold 
compensation from other employees when they do not do what he asks them to do.  
 
Carlos says until the day of the arrest, the supervisor has never asked Carlos to do extra jobs. 
However, that day when he got to work the supervisor told Carlos that some people were “in 
his business.” And that he was worried they would find and take away a package of his.  The 



supervisor asked Carlos to hold the package until it was safe for the supervisor to take it back. 
Carlos tells you that he felt like he did not have a choice and took the package from the 
supervisor.  He says when he left work, he was stopped by the police, they searched him and 
the package and he was arrested.  Carlos says he did not know what was in the package but the 
police told him it was a large amount of cocaine. 
 
During the interview, Carlos tells you his mom knows where he is living and wants him to stay 
there.  He explains that due to pressures from drug cartels in Honduras, it is not safe for him to 
return home.  Carlos explains to you that in his town, you either sell for the cartel or you die. 
Carlos also shares that his father would punish him by hitting him with a belt. Sometimes it 
would leave marks on his body. Carlos says that his father hit him “to educate him.” Carlos says 
he is willing to do anything the judge says he just does not want to return to Honduras. 

  
Other Information: 
You are informed by the detention center that Carlos has been placed on an immigration hold. 
The prosecutor in the case says he is willing to offer Carlos a plea deal if Carlos agrees to ICE 
custody upon resolution of the case.  

 
Questions: 

1. What immigration documents should be found and reviewed before resolving Carlos’s 
delinquency case? 

2. Identify and list possible immigration consequences in Carlos’s case. 
3. Of the consequences you identified, select one and explain how you could mitigate this 

consequence, using resources in your jurisdiction. 
4. What steps could you take proactively to support Carlos’ immigration matter? 


