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Introduction

As you move forward with your life after being involved in the juvenile 
court system, this guide provides information about what obstacles may 
lay ahead and how to prepare yourself. 

The court paperwork about your case is called your “juvenile record.” This 
record can affect your life for years to come. But you can still pursue your 
goals and build a bright future by understanding the barriers caused by a 
juvenile record and knowing what to do and where to go to get help. 
     
The road forward may have some challenges — but we hope this guide 
will show you that progress can be made and there is a community of 
advocates in Virginia who are here to help you succeed.   

A journey of a thousand miles 
begins with a single step.”    – Lao Tzu

Table of Contents

GLOSSARY PAGE 2

MAKING THE MOST OF THIS GUIDE PAGE 3

TALKING ABOUT YOUR JUVENILE RECORD PAGE 4

SUMMARY CHART PAGE 6

COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES IN VIRGINIA PAGE 11

RESOURCES PAGE 29

“ 



Glossary

Adjudication: An adjudication is when a juvenile court judge decides  
that you broke the law. It is not a conviction.1   

Collateral Consequences: Collateral consequences are the ways that 
your juvenile record can create challenges for you as you move forward 
with your life, like getting a job, applying for college, finding a place to live, 
joining the military, or simply obtaining a driver’s license.  

Confidential Records: Confidential records are generally not available  
to the public. 

Defense Lawyer: Your defense lawyer is the lawyer who defended you 
in your juvenile case, who may have been from the public defender’s office 
or appointed by the judge. Your defense lawyer’s job is to defend your rights 
and to make sure the court hears your point of view in your juvenile case. 
Your lawyer may also be able to help you after your case is over. 

Disposition: A disposition in juvenile court is similar to a sentence in 
adult court. The disposition in your case is what the judge requires you 
to do because the judge decided that you broke the law. Your disposition 
could include probation, attending a treatment program, paying money,  
or being sent to a juvenile facility.

Expungement: If your juvenile record is expunged, the record will be 
destroyed and you can act as if the offense never happened.2 Expungement may 
help you overcome some of the collateral consequences described in this guide.

Juvenile Record: Your juvenile record includes the court paperwork  
and information related to your juvenile case.

2

A juvenile adjudication 
is not a conviction.
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Making the Most of This Guide

Having a juvenile record can get in the way of future opportunities. 
The barriers created by your juvenile record are called “collateral 
consequences.” This guide provides basic information about the collateral 
consequences of a juvenile record in Virginia and what you can do to 
overcome them. 

Every young person’s situation is different. Depending on the charge 
you faced in court, you may have a suspended driver’s license or trouble 
enrolling back into school. The Summary Chart on page 6 tells you which 
collateral consequences are addressed in this guide, and where in the 
guide to look for more details. You can read the entire guide or jump to 
the sections that matter most to you.

Following the discussion on collateral consequences, you will find a 
Resources section. There are many organizations in Virginia that are 
available to help you address the problems you are facing. The Resources 
section includes contact information for your local public defender 
office and organizations that can assist you with education, housing, 
immigration, and other collateral consequences. 

This guide only talks about the consequences of juvenile court 
involvement — not adult criminal court involvement. Sometimes when 
youth are charged with serious crimes, they are charged as an adult  
even though they are under 18 years old. Here, we will only focus on 
juvenile records. 

Because the law is always changing, some of the information in this 
guide might become outdated. Also, this guide does not discuss every 
collateral consequence or every detail of each consequence. You can 
contact the lawyer who represented you in juvenile court or someone at 
your local public defender office to make sure you have the most current 
information you need.

This guide is only intended to provide information, not legal advice. 
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Talking About Your 
Juvenile Record 

It’s important to pay attention to the specific words used when someone 
asks you a question in an interview or when you’re filling out an application. 
If you are asked if you have a conviction or if you have ever been convicted 
of a crime, you can answer “No,” as long as you do not have any adult 
court convictions. A juvenile adjudication is not a criminal conviction.3 

In Virginia, many juvenile records are confidential.4 However, if you were 
adjudicated of a felony and were 14 years old or older at the time of 
offense, your juvenile record is available to the public.5 Also, if you were 
adjudicated of certain serious felony-level offenses at any age, your name, 
address, and basic information about the offense will be available to  
the public.6  

Even though a juvenile adjudication is not a conviction, your juvenile 
record could show up on a background check. So, it’s important that you 
are prepared to answer questions about your juvenile record.

Tips on how to talk about your juvenile record:

●  Talk with the lawyer who represented you in your juvenile case 
or a lawyer from your local public defender office to learn how 
you should answer questions about your juvenile record. A lawyer can 
provide you with specific advice on how to talk about your juvenile 
court involvement.

●  The person interviewing you may not understand that a juvenile 
adjudication is not the same thing as a criminal conviction, so 
you may need to explain that an adjudication is not a conviction.

●  Be brief and don’t give too many details. 
  -   For example, you can simply say: “I have a juvenile adjudication  

from 2016.”
  -   A lawyer can help you figure out what exactly to say if you are asked 

for specific information about your juvenile adjudication.
  -   It may be ok to say something like, “I have worked hard to move past 

that part of my life and hope we can focus on my goals and what  
I can offer as an employee/student.”



●  Talk about how you have learned from your past. “I am sorry 
about what happened. I have learned a lot since then, and I realize it is 
important to work hard and move my life in a more positive direction.”  

●  Avoid blaming others. It is important to focus on the positive things 
you have done since your juvenile court involvement. Blaming others 
will not take the focus off you. Instead, it may make your interviewer 
think that you are not ready to take on new responsibilities.

● Focus on the positive things you are doing in your life. 
  -   I have good grades.
  -   I graduated from high school (or completed my GED). 
  -   I’m attending college. 
   -   I volunteer with_______________________ (organization). 
  -   I have a job at_______________________. 
   -   I help take care of my younger siblings. 
  -    I help with household responsibilities, like chores and running errands 

for my parents.

●  Practice! Sometimes it is hard to talk about your juvenile court 
involvement. Practice with a lawyer, friend, or mentor to make sure  
you feel comfortable.

●  Ask for a letter from a mentor, teacher, or other trusted leader 
that talks about your skills and strengths. The letter can help show 
the employer or school that you work hard, show up on time, follow the 
rules, have a positive attitude, and are able to do the job or complete 
the educational program.

CAUTION!  If you were adjudicated of  

a felony and were 14 years old or older at 

the time of offense, your juvenile record 

is available to the public.
5
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Virginia Collateral Consequences 
Summary Chart

MY JUVENILE RECORD    
Page 11

1.    Who can look at my 
juvenile record?

Many juvenile records in 
Virginia are confidential and not 
available to the public. But, if 
you were adjudicated of a felony 
and were 14 years old or older 
at the time of the offense, your 
juvenile record is available to  
the public.

2.   Can I keep people from 
being able to look at my 
juvenile record?

Misdemeanor-level offenses 
will automatically be expunged 
(destroyed) after five years have 
passed from the last hearing 
in your case and you are at 
least 19 years old. Felony-level 
offenses are not eligible for 
expungement.

3.   Can my juvenile record be 
used against me in later 
juvenile or adult cases?

Maybe. Having a juvenile record 
can sometimes lead to more 
serious consequences in a  
later case.
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SCHOOL   
Page 14

4.   Will my juvenile record 
affect my ability to 
go to my local public 
school?   

Maybe. Your juvenile record can 
be shared with your school and 
may affect your ability to continue 
to attend the same school.

5.   Can I get accepted to 
college, technical school, 
or a trade program if I 
have a juvenile record?

Yes, but you may need to say 
you have a juvenile record on 
some college applications or 
your juvenile record may show 
up on a background check, 
which could affect the school’s 
decision to accept you. 

6.   Can I get a federal student 
loan to help pay for 
college, technical school, 
or a trade program?

Your juvenile record should not 
impact your ability to get federal 
student loans to help pay for 
school.

JOBS AND THE MILITARY
Page 18

7.    Can I get a job if I have a     
juvenile record?  

Yes, but you may need to say 
you have a juvenile record on 
some job applications or your 
juvenile record may show up 
on a background check, which 
could affect the employer’s 
decision to hire you.
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Virginia Collateral Consequences 
Summary Chart (Continued)

JOBS AND THE MILITARY (Cont .)     
Page 18

8.    Can I join the military if I 
have a juvenile record?

Maybe. Your juvenile record 
might make it harder for you to 
enlist in the military.

IMMIGRATION                                                      
Page 21

9.   Will my juvenile record 
affect my immigration 
status?  

It’s complicated. Your juvenile 
record might affect your ability 
to remain in the United States.

PUBLIC BENEFITS AND HOUSING                                                       
Page 23

 10.    Can I get public benefits 
(food stamps, Medicaid, 
SSI, and TANF) with a 
juvenile record? What 
happens to my benefits 
if I am locked up?

You should be able to get public 
benefits with a juvenile record. 
But, getting locked up might 
affect things like food stamps 
(SNAP), Medicaid, Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI), and 
Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF).
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PUBLIC BENEFITS AND HOUSING                                                       
Page 23

11.   Can I live in public 
housing or rent an 
apartment if I have a 
juvenile record? 

Maybe. A juvenile record 
may limit your public housing 
options, depending on the 
type of offense and where 
it happened. Because some 
juvenile records are public and 
can appear on background 
checks, private landlords may 
find out about your juvenile 
record, which could affect the 
landlord’s decision to rent to you.

OTHER CONSEQUENCES                                                       
Page 25

 12.   What happens if I 
don’t pay the court-
ordered fines, fees, or 
restitution?

Unpaid court fines, fees, or 
restitution could lead to you 
being charged with violating 
your probation.

13.   If I had to give DNA as 
part of my juvenile case, 
what happens to the 
DNA record after my 
case is closed?

If your DNA was taken, the 
police enter the DNA record 
and sample into a computer 
database, which can be shared 
with local, state, and federal law 
enforcement. 
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Virginia Collateral Consequences 
Summary Chart (Continued)

OTHER CONSEQUENCES (Cont .)                                                         
Page 25

 14.   Do I have to register on 
the sex offender registry 
if I have a sex offense  
on my juvenile record?

Maybe. If you are adjudicated 
for a sex offense committed 
when you were 13 years old or 
older, the judge could require 
you to register on the sex 
offender registry.

 15.   Can I get or keep my 
driver’s license or state 
ID if I have a juvenile 
record?

Maybe. The juvenile court judge 
can suspend your driver’s license 
or impose a curfew and restrict 
what hours you are allowed 
to drive. Your juvenile record 
should not impact your ability  
to get or keep a state ID.

16.   Can I vote if I only have  
a juvenile record?

Yes. Your juvenile record does 
not impact your right to vote.

 17.   Can I serve on a jury if 
I only have a juvenile 
record?

Yes. Your juvenile record does 
not impact your ability to serve 
on a jury. 

18.   Can I own or carry a 
gun if I have a juvenile 
record?

Maybe. You may not be allowed 
to own or carry a gun until you 
are 29 if you were adjudicated  
of certain offenses.
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Collateral Consequences 
in Virginia

Note to the reader: This section includes endnotes (small numbers at the end 
of a sentence or phrase that correspond to additional information at the end of 
the guide). The endnotes often tell you what laws or rules apply to the sentence 
containing the endnote number.

       
     MY JUVENILE RECORD

1. Who can look at my juvenile record?

Many juvenile records are confidential, which means that people cannot 
find information about your juvenile record the same way they can look 
up information about an adult criminal record.7  But police, prosecutors, 
probation officers, judges, and court employees may view these records.8  
Your lawyer can also look at your juvenile record. A judge may share your 
juvenile record with someone else, but only if the judge decides that 
person has a “legitimate interest” in your case.9  

However, not all juvenile records are confidential. If you were adjudicated 
of a felony and were 14 years old or older at the time of offense, your 
juvenile record is available to the public.10 Also, if you were adjudicated  
of certain serious felony-level offenses at any age, your name, address, 
and basic information about the offense will be available to the public.11 

Information about your juvenile court involvement can be shared with 
your school in certain circumstances.12 Go to Question 4 of this guide for 
more information about when your school may be told about your juvenile 
court involvement and what impact that could have on your ability to 
continue attending the same school.
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Your juvenile record could also be shared with the Department of Motor 
Vehicles if you were adjudicated for certain traffic offenses or other charges 
relating to driving.13 Go to Question 15 of this guide for more information 
about how your juvenile record might impact your driver’s license.

2. Can I keep people from being able to look at my juvenile record? 

Unless you were adjudicated for a felony-level offense, your juvenile 
record will be automatically expunged (destroyed) after five years have 
passed since the date of the last hearing in your case and you are at least 
19 years old.14 Note that felony-level adjudications cannot be expunged. 
Also, if you were adjudicated of a misdemeanor-level motor vehicle 
offense that the court was required to tell the Department of Motor Vehicles 
about, your juvenile record will not be expunged until you turn 29.15

If you were found innocent or if your juvenile case was dismissed, you 
can file a request with the court to have your juvenile record expunged 

If you were adjudicated of a felony 
and were 14 years old or older at the 
time of offense, your juvenile record 
is available to the public.
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right away.16 The judge must expunge your record unless the prosecutor 
convinces the judge that there is a good reason why your record should 
not be expunged.17 Again, once five years have passed since the last 
hearing in your case and you are at least 19 years old, your record will  
be automatically expunged.

Once your juvenile record is expunged, you can deny the offense ever 
happened.18 You will not need to tell an employer or college, technical 
school, or trade program about your arrest, charges, or adjudication in 
interviews or on applications.

Expunged juvenile records may still show up in a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) background check – which may be required for jobs 
related to working with children and vulnerable adults, law enforcement, 
the federal government, or the military. 

If you were adjudicated for a felony at any age, your record cannot be 
expunged.19 Plus, if you were 14 years old or older at the time of the 
felony-level offense, your juvenile record is available to the public and  
will likely appear on a background check.20

Here’s an example:
●  If you have a juvenile record for robbery (felony-level offense) and were 

13 years old at the time of the offense, the record of that case cannot 
be expunged, but it will not be available to the public.

●  If you have a juvenile record for robbery (felony-level offense) and were 
14 years old at the time of the offense, the record of that case cannot 
be expunged, and it will also be made public.

You should be prepared to answer questions about your juvenile record.  
Go to page 4 for tips on how to talk about your juvenile record.

Once your record is expunged, you 
can deny the offense ever happened.
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For questions related to expunging your juvenile record, contact the lawyer 
who represented you in juvenile court or go to the Resources section at the 
end of this guide to find contact information for your local public defender 
or legal aid office. You can also find more information about expunging 
your juvenile record on the Clean Slate Clearinghouse website: https://
cleanslateclearinghouse.org/states/virginia/juvenile-record-overview/.
 

3.  Can my juvenile record be used against me in later juvenile  
or adult cases?

Maybe. The judge may look at any juvenile record that has not been expunged 
when deciding what disposition or sentence to give you in later juvenile or adult 
criminal cases.21 Your adjudication for certain alcohol or firearms offenses will 
be used to give you a longer driver’s license suspension if you are adjudicated in 
the future for certain alcohol or firearms offenses.22 A judge can also look at your 
juvenile record to decide if your case should be transferred to adult criminal court.23  

     SCHOOL

4.  Will my juvenile record affect my ability to go to my local  
public school? 

Maybe. Your juvenile court involvement may affect your ability to stay 
at the same school. Your school may be notified if you are charged with 
certain offenses, including robbery, burglary, arson, sexual assault, and 
firearms and drug offenses.24 Your school will also be notified of the 
disposition or outcome of your juvenile case.25 Your school can use 
this information to suspend, expel, or reassign you to an alternative 
educational program even if the offense did not occur at school.26   

School officials must follow certain rules and procedures to suspend or 
expel you from school. A lawyer or other education advocate can help  
you challenge the decision and understand this process. 

https://cleanslateclearinghouse.org/states/virginia/juvenile-record-overview/
https://cleanslateclearinghouse.org/states/virginia/juvenile-record-overview/
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Talk to a lawyer or other knowledgeable 

adult about what to say in a school 

meeting or hearing. What you say may  

be used against you in a juvenile or 

criminal court case.”
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If your school decides to suspend you for one to ten days, your principal 
should explain the claims against you and give you a chance to explain your 
side before the suspension begins or shortly after.27 The superintendent 
should then review the facts and decide whether or not to approve  
the suspension.28   

If your school decides to suspend you for 11 to 364 days, your principal 
should provide you and your parents with written notice of the 
suspension, claims against you, and your right to a hearing before the 
school board.29 Note that you can only be suspended for longer than  
45 days in certain serious cases, for example, involving a firearm, 
explosive, or causing serious harm to another person at school or a 
school-sponsored activity.30 You should immediately reply in writing  
if you want to have a hearing to challenge the suspension.31  

If your school decides to expel you, which means that you are not 
allowed to attend school for 365 days (one year), your principal must 
provide you and your parents with written notice of the expulsion, 
reasons for the expulsion, and your right to a hearing before the school 
board.32 In order to be readmitted to school after expulsion, you should 
submit a written request for readmission to the school board at least 
three months before the end of the expulsion term to allow enough  
time for the readmission process.33  

If you bring illegal drugs, a firearm, or a device that could explode to 
school or a school-sponsored activity, you must be expelled for at least 
one year, but the school board is allowed to modify this requirement on  
a case-by-case basis.34 

You can also be reassigned to an alternative education program if you’ve 
been charged with or adjudicated of certain offenses, including robbery, 
burglary, arson, and sexual assault, in addition to firearms, alcohol, and 
drug-related offenses.35 You can challenge the reassignment by submitting 
a written request for a hearing with the superintendent.36  

You can challenge the school’s decision to suspend, expel, or reassign you 
by appealing to the local school board, but you should do so right away.  
A lawyer or other knowledgeable adult can help you prepare for what 
to say. Go to the Resources section at the end of this guide for contact 
information for organizations that may be able to assist you. 
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5.  Can I get accepted into college, technical school, or a trade 
program if I have a juvenile record?

Yes. Pay close attention to how the college application asks about 
your record. If the application asks if you have been convicted, you can 
answer “No,” if you only have a juvenile record and no adult record.37 If 
the application asks about adjudications, you will likely need to include 
information about your juvenile record unless your record has been 
expunged or destroyed. 

Virginia’s community colleges are open admission institutions—which 
means you can be admitted if you are 18 and have a diploma or GED—
and the application does not contain any questions about charges or 
adjudications.38 However, applications to some universities or colleges in 
Virginia may include questions about your juvenile court involvement.39 
Go to page 4 for tips on how to talk about your juvenile record.

Used by more than 800 colleges and universities around the country, 
the Common Application (Common App) no longer asks all applicants to 
answer questions about juvenile and criminal records. However, it does 
allow colleges to ask about these records on their supplemental forms, 
which must accompany the Common App when applying to their school. 

The Common App also asks about school discipline violations. You are 
required to report your school discipline violations on the Common App, 
even if they are related to your confidential or expunged juvenile record.

Before you begin an educational, technical, or trade program designed for 
a particular job, you should first check to make sure you can get licensed 
to do that job once your program is completed. For instance, if you have 

You can be accepted into college even 
with a juvenile record. Don’t let your 
juvenile record keep you from applying!
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certain serious adjudications on your record, you may not be allowed to 
work as an emergency medical technician. Go to Question 7 for more 
information about how a juvenile record might affect your ability to get a 
job, and go to the Resources section at the end of this guide for contact 
information for organizations that may be able to help you understand  
job licensing requirements.

6.  Can I get a federal student loan to help me pay for college, 
technical school, or a trade program? 

Yes. To apply for a federal student loan to help pay for college, you must 
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA 
asks whether you have been convicted of a drug charge while receiving 
federal student loans.40 If you only have juvenile adjudications,41 you 
can answer “No” to this question — even if your juvenile record includes 
a drug-related offense — because this question is asking about adult 
convictions, not juvenile adjudications. And if you have never received 
federal student aid before, you can also answer “No” because the question 
is asking if you were convicted while receiving federal financial aid.

     JOBS AND THE MILITARY

7. Can I get a job if I have a juvenile record?

Yes. Most job applications ask about convictions. If you do not have 
any adult criminal convictions, you can answer “No” because a juvenile 
adjudication is not a criminal conviction.42    

However, if you were adjudicated of a felony and were 14 years old or 
older at the time of offense, your juvenile record is available to the public 
and may show up on a background check.43 Some employers may also 
run a Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) background check – which 
may be required for jobs related to working with children and vulnerable 



Remember, if an application asks 

whether you’ve been convicted of  

a crime, you can answer “No” as  

long as you do not have any adult  

court convictions.”
19
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adults, law enforcement, the federal government, or the military. Your 
confidential or expunged juvenile record may still show up on a FBI 
background check. You should be prepared to briefly explain that your 
juvenile adjudication is not the same as a criminal conviction and follow 
the tips on page 4 on how to talk about your juvenile record. Go to 
Question 1 of this guide for information about what records are available 
to the public and Question 2 for information about expunging records.

Just like you need a driver’s license to legally drive a car, some jobs 
require you to have an occupational license in order to do certain work. 
For example, electricians, emergency medical technicians, nurses, 
and teachers must have occupational licenses. The application for 
an occupational license might ask about your juvenile record. Please 
remember to read the questions on the application carefully so that  
you answer only what is asked.

8. Can I join the military if I have a juvenile record?

Maybe. Your juvenile record might make it harder for you to join the 
military. Generally, the U.S. military does not treat juvenile records 
any differently than adult records. If your record involves selling 
drugs, domestic violence, or a felony, you may need to request special 
permission (a waiver) to enlist.44 If your record includes a juvenile 
adjudication involving a sexual offense, you will be prohibited from joining 
the military and no waivers are available.45 Each branch of the military has 
different rules about waivers. For more information, visit www.usa.gov/
join-military or contact a recruiter.

You may need to give the military a copy of your juvenile court paperwork, 
even if your record has been expunged.46 Make sure to get a copy of your 
complete court record before it is expunged because the court cannot 
give you records that have been destroyed. Go to Question 2 of this  
guide for information about expunging your juvenile record.

www.usa.gov/join-military 
www.usa.gov/join-military 


     IMMIGRATION

9. Will my juvenile record affect my immigration status?

Maybe. Talk to an immigration lawyer to find out whether your juvenile 
record affects your ability to stay in the United States or obtain legal U.S. 
resident status in the future. If you’re adjudicated for certain types of 
offenses, it will be more difficult to get legal immigration status.47 

To help your lawyer figure out possible ways that you can get immigration 
status, tell your lawyer if you:
●  Have been abused, neglected, or abandoned by a parent;
●  Have been a victim of human trafficking or sex trafficking, or the victim 

of any crime; or,
●  Are undocumented or have a green card or other type of legal status, 

such as a U visa.

Remember: Everything you tell your lawyer is confidential. This means 
your lawyer can’t share anything you tell them with anyone else.

If you’re undocumented or don’t have legal status, even just being 
arrested can cause problems. If you’re taken into custody or arrested by 
the police, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) may try to pick 
you up when you are released from the local jail or detention facility.

For help with immigration issues, go to the Resources section at the end 
of this guide for contact information for organizations that may be able to 
provide you with legal representation in immigration matters. You can also 
find more information in the Immigrant Legal Resource Center’s Guide 
for Immigrant Youth: www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/youth_
handbook-2015-06_05-en.pdf.48 

     PUBLIC BENEFITS AND HOUSING
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www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/youth_handbook-2015-06_05-en.pdf
www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/youth_handbook-2015-06_05-en.pdf


If anyone from the FBI or ICE asks 

you questions, especially about your 

immigration status or where you were 

born, you do not have to answer their 

questions without a lawyer.”

“
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     PUBLIC BENEFITS AND HOUSING

10.  Can I get public benefits (food stamps, Medicaid, SSI, and TANF) 
with a juvenile record? What happens to my benefits if I am 
locked up?

Yes. You should be able to get most public benefits with a juvenile record. 
If the application asks about convictions and you only have a juvenile 
record and no adult convictions, you can answer “No.”49 
 
Getting locked up in a juvenile facility might affect things like food 
stamps (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program—SNAP), Medicaid, 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), and Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF). Your parents may not be able to receive SSI checks 
for you, and your family’s SNAP and TANF assistance could be reduced 
while you are locked up in a juvenile facility. If you have health insurance 
through Medicaid and you are sent to a secure juvenile facility, ask your 
lawyer, case manager, or probation officer for help to make sure your 
Medicaid is reinstated when you are released..

For help with public benefits, go to the Resources section at the end of 
this guide for contact information for the legal aid office in your area.

11.  Can I live in public housing or rent an apartment if I have  
a juvenile record? 

Maybe. You and your family may not be allowed to live in public housing 
if you are involved with certain criminal activities — especially drugs or 
violence — even if you don’t go to court.50 In some situations, you may 
not be allowed to live in public housing at all; for example, if you have to 
register on a sex offender registry for life or if you are convicted of making 
meth while on public housing property.51 

You may be able to challenge a housing authority’s decision to evict you 
or deny your housing application. Housing authorities are required to give 
you a hearing if you are denied housing or evicted for illegal activity.52 
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Many public housing and private rental applications ask about convictions. 
If you do not have any adult criminal convictions, you can answer “No” 
because a juvenile adjudication is not a criminal conviction.53   

However, if you were adjudicated of a felony and were 14 years old or 
older at the time of offense, your juvenile record is available to the public 
and may show up on a background check run by the local public housing 
authority or private rental company or landlord.54 You should be prepared 
to briefly explain that your juvenile adjudication is not the same as a 
criminal conviction and follow the tips on page 4 on how to talk about 
your juvenile record. Go to Question 1 of this guide for information about 
what records are available to the public.

Also, some applications may ask about arrests, probation, or adjudications, 
and you may need to answer “Yes” to these questions if your juvenile 
record has not been expunged or destroyed. Each housing application is 
different, so you should read the questions carefully. 

For help with housing issues, go to the Resources section at the end of 
this guide for contact information for the local legal aid office in your area.
     OTHER CONSEQUENCES

A juvenile adjudication 
is not a conviction.
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     OTHER CONSEQUENCES

12.  What happens if I don’t pay the court-ordered fines, fees,  
or restitution?

As part of your disposition or outcome of your case, the juvenile court 
judge may require you to pay a fine.55 You may also be required to pay 
restitution (an order to pay someone back for damage caused or property 
taken).56 If the judge requires you to participate in treatment, counseling, 
or other program as part of your probation, you may be required to pay a 
fee for those services.57

If you fail to pay the fines, fees, or restitution as ordered, the judge may 
extend or modify your probation, or even lock you up in a juvenile facility 
for a period of time.58 And, if you violated your probation after you turned 
18, the court can treat you as an adult and require you to pay a higher 
fine, extend your probation, or impose a jail sentence in an adult facility.59 

13.   If I had to give my DNA as part of my juvenile case, what 
happens to my DNA record after my case is closed?

If you were adjudicated for a felony-level offense when you were 14 years 
old or older, you probably had to provide a DNA sample.60 Your DNA 
sample is maintained by the Department of Forensic Science (DFS) just 
like if you were an adult.61 You may be charged $53 as a DNA collection 
fee.62 DFS can share your DNA information with other local, state, and 
federal law enforcement for use in future investigations.63 Your DNA 
record may be expunged if your juvenile case is reversed on appeal and 
then dismissed.64

14.  Do I have to register on the sex offender registry if I have a sex 
offense on my juvenile record?

Maybe. If you are adjudicated for a sex offense committed when you were 
13 years old or older, the judge could require you to register on the sex 



If you have a sex offense on your 

record and you want to move or stay 

more than a few nights in another 

state, contact a lawyer first to make 

sure your plans will not negatively 

affect you.”

“

offender registry.65 If the judge requires you to register, you will have be 
photographed and provide a DNA sample, fingerprints, the addresses of 
where you live and work, internet and social media contact information, 
your email address, and information about any cars you own to the 
Department of State Police.66 If you change where you live or work, buy 
or sell a car, or create a new online profile or new email address, you will 
need to update this information with the State Police within three days.67 

Information about everyone who is required to register on the sex 
offender registry is available upon request to the State Police.68 The State 
Police also maintains a public website that contains the names, addresses, 
photographs, and information about the adjudications or convictions for 
which people are required to register.69

If required to register, you will remain on the registry until the court gives 
you permission to stop registering.70 You may file a request with the 
court to stop registering after 15 years have passed from the date of your 
adjudication, but you will have to convince the judge that you should not 
have to register anymore.71 To get your name and information removed 
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from the registry, you must have completed all court ordered treatment 
and counseling, paid all restitution, and convince the judge that you are 
not a risk to public safety.72  

Whenever you leave Virginia for more than a few days, other states may 
require you to register on the sex offender registry in their state or notify 
local law enforcement of your presence. Talk to a lawyer to figure out 
whether your traveling may result in any of these issues.

If you have any questions about sex offender registration or removing 
your name and information from the registry, contact the lawyer who 
represented you in your juvenile case or go to the Resources section  
at the end of this guide to find information on how to contact someone  
at your local public defender’s office.

15.  Can I get or keep my driver’s license or state ID if I have  
a juvenile record?

Maybe. If you are adjudicated for certain offenses related to alcohol, 
drugs, or firearms, the juvenile court judge is required to suspend your 
driver’s license or deny you a driver’s license for at least one year or 
until you are 17 or 18 years old.73 These offenses include driving while 
intoxicated, drug possession or distribution, alcohol possession or 
consumption, unlawful use or possession of a handgun, or threats to 
bomb or damage buildings or means of transportation (cars, buses, etc.).74 
Additionally, if you are adjudicated of any offense, the juvenile court judge 
may suspend your driver’s license or impose a curfew and restrict what 
hours you are allowed to drive.75 

If you need to drive to get to and from school, work, or medical 
appointments, you can ask the court for a restricted permit.76 The form 
to request a restricted permit can be found online at http://www.courts.
state.va.us/forms/district/dc263.pdf.  

Your juvenile record will not impact your ability to get a state ID. If you 
were placed in a juvenile facility, ask your case manager, probation 
officer, or your lawyer to help you get a state ID after you are released. A 
driver’s license or state ID is required for employment, housing, medical 
assistance, and many other important opportunities and resources.  

http://www.courts.state.va.us/forms/district/dc263.pdf
http://www.courts.state.va.us/forms/district/dc263.pdf


If you have questions about your suspended driver’s license or if you want 
to request that the judge reinstate your license early, contact the lawyer 
who represented you in your juvenile case or go to the Resources section 
at the end of this guide to find information on how to contact someone  
at your local public defender’s office.

16. Can I vote if I only have a juvenile record?

Yes. Your juvenile record will not impact your right to vote.77 

17. Can I serve on a jury if I only have a juvenile record?

Yes. Your juvenile record will not impact your ability to serve on a jury.78 

18. Can I own or carry a gun if I have a juvenile record? 

Maybe. The law on carrying and owning guns is complicated, so make 
sure you do the research or talk to a lawyer. For instance, except in 
limited circumstances, no one under the age of 18 is allowed to possess a 
firearm.79  You may not be allowed to carry a gun until you turn 29 if you 
were adjudicated for a felony-level offense and were 14 years old or older 
at the time of the offense.80 The limits on your firearm rights can extend 
even longer if you were adjudicated of certain serious offenses, such as 
murder, kidnapping, robbery, or rape.81 

You can file a request with your local circuit court to have your firearm 
rights restored at any time.82 Your request should explain why you would 
like to be allowed to lawfully possess a firearm. 
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Resources

Local Public Defender Offices
Most counties have either a public defender office and/or individual 
attorneys that provide legal representation to all young people who 
cannot afford an attorney and are accused of breaking the law in Virginia. 

Public Defender Offices Address/Phone Number

Alexandria Public Defender
132 N Royal Street Ste 200
Alexandria, VA, 22314
703-746-4477 

Arlington Public Defender

One Courthouse Metro
2200 Wilson Blvd., Suite 510
Arlington, VA, 22201
703-875-1111

Bedford County Public Defender
202 North Bridge Street
Bedford, VA, 24523
540-586-7977

Charlottesville Public Defender
403 East Market Street
Charlottesville, VA, 22902 
434-951-6300  

Chesapeake Public Defender
524 Albemarle Drive Ste 1
Chesapeake, VA, 23322 
757-382-0098 

Danville Public Defender
315 Lynn Street, Suite A
Danville, VA, 24541 
434-791-5306 

Fairfax Public Defender
103 Chain Bridge Road Ste 500
Fairfax, VA, 22030 
703-934-5600

Franklin Public Defender
223 N Main Street
Franklin, VA, 23851
757-562-0665
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Fredericksburg Public Defender
2300 Fall Hill Avenue Ste 300
Fredericksburg, VA, 22401 
540-899-4814 

Front Royal (Winchester Satellite) 
Public Defender

1516 N Shenandoah Avenue
Suite A –1st Floor
Front Royal, VA, 22630 
540-631-1163 

Halifax Public Defender
2201 Wilborn Avenue
South Boston, VA, 24592 
434-575-1054

Hampton Public Defender
85 N. Mallory Street
Hampton, VA, 23663
757-727-4744

Leesburg Public Defender
3 East Market Street
Leesburg, VA, 20176 
703-771-2507  

Lexington Public Defender
9 East Nelson Street, First Floor
Lexington, VA, 24450 
540-464-1951 

Lynchburg Public Defender

Bank of the James Building
828 Main Street, Suite 1002
Lynchburg, VA, 24504 
434-947-2244 

Martinsville Public Defender

10 East Main Street (24112)
PO Drawer 31
Martinsville, VA, 24114 
276-666-2206 

Newport News Public Defender
2600 Washington Avenue, Ste 105
Newport News, VA, 23607 
757-247-2034 

Norfolk Public Defender
125 St Paul’s Boulevard, Ste. 600
Norfolk, VA, 23510 
757-314-2380  

Petersburg Public Defender

229 North Sycamore Street,  
3rd Floor
Petersburg, VA, 23803 
804-862-6286 
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Portsmouth Public Defender

One Guardian Court
POB 460
Portsmouth, VA, 23705 
757-396-6840 

Pulaski Public Defender
58 N Washington Ave Ste 200
Pulaski, VA, 24301 
540-994-5008 

Richmond Public Defender
701 E Franklin Street Ste 600
Richmond, VA, 23219 
804-225-4330 

Roanoke Public Defender
210 First Street SW Ste 420
Roanoke, VA, 24011 
540-857-7111

Staunton Public Defender
20 Byers Street
Staunton, VA, 24401 
540-332-7845

Suffolk Public Defender
610 West Constance Road
Suffolk, VA, 23434 
757-925-2489

Virginia Beach Public Defender

2425 George Mason Drive 
POB 6160
Virginia Beach, VA, 2345 
757-427-6070

Warrenton Public Defender
16 Horner Street
Warrenton, VA, 20186 
540-347-6390

Winchester Public Defender
117 East Piccadilly Street Ste 300
Winchester, VA, 22601 
540-722-3450

 

Legal Aid Offices in Virginia
Legal aid offices are non-profit organizations that provide free legal 
services to people below a certain income level. They usually help 
with expungement, housing, public benefits, education, immigration, 
employment issues, domestic violence cases, family law, and other 
types of cases that can cause serious problems in a person’s everyday 
life. Your local legal aid office may be able to help you with juvenile 
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record expungement. To find a legal aid office in your area and find out 
what areas of law that office may be able to assist you with, visit www.
valegalaid.org or call the Statewide Legal Aid Helpline at (866) 534-5243.

Legal Services of Northern Virginia
Legal Services of Northern Virginia (LSNV) can assist with expungement, 
education, housing, public benefits, custody, child support, divorce, and 
credit or debt issues. LSNV serves Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince 
William Counties, including the cities of Alexandria, Falls Church, Leesburg, 
Manassas, Herndon, Manassas Park, and Vienna. For assistance, call 703-
778-6800 or 866-534-5243, Monday through Thursday, from 9:30am and 
12:30pm and from 1:30pm and 3:30pm; or apply online at www.lsnv.org/
get-help/how-do-i-apply/.  For more information, visit www.lsnv.org. 

JustChildren – Legal Aid Justice Center
JustChildren provides free legal representation to youth who cannot 
afford an attorney. They can help with issues related to school discipline, 
special education, truancy, school reenrollment, and other collateral 
consequences to juvenile court involvement. They have offices in 
Charlottesville (800-763-7323 or 434-977-0553), Falls Church (703-778-
3450), and Richmond/Petersburg (804-643-1086). To get help, contact 
the office nearest you. For more information, visit www.justice4all.org/
justchildren-program. 

Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center
The Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center provides education 
support and services for families with children who have special education 
needs. For assistance, call 703-923-0010 or 800-869-6782. For more 
information, visit www.peatc.org. 

Special Education Advocacy Law PELE Clinic
The Special Education Advocacy Clinic provides free legal representation 
and advice to students with disabilities and their families with eligibility 
or Individualized Education Program (IEP) meetings, discipline matters, 
mediation, and administrative hearings. The Clinic is located at the 
William & Mary School of Law in Williamsburg. They serve young people 
in Williamsburg, Newport News, and Hampton, and may be able to assist 
young people from nearby communities. For more information or to apply 
for services, visit https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jd/electives/
clinics/specialed/contact/index.php or call 757-221-5735.

www.valegalaid.org
www.valegalaid.org
www.lsnv.org/get-help/how-do-i-apply/
www.lsnv.org/get-help/how-do-i-apply/
www.lsnv.org
www.justice4all.org/justchildren-program
www.justice4all.org/justchildren-program
www.peatc.org
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jd/electives/clinics/specialed/contact/index.php
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jd/electives/clinics/specialed/contact/index.php
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disABILITY Law Center of Virginia
disABILITY Law Center of Virginia provides legal representation, 
information, and referrals related to special education services and school 
discipline proceedings for young people with disabilities. For assistance, 
call 800-552-3962, Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays between 8:30am 
and 4:00pm; or apply online at www.dlcv.org/get-help. For more 
information, visit www.dlcv.org/publications/special-education. 

Jeanette Lipman Legal Clinic for Families and Children
The Jeanette Lipman Legal Clinic provides free legal representation for 
families and children in the City of Richmond. They can assist with issues 
related to housing, public benefits, foster care, divorce, custody, visitation, 
and domestic violence. For assistance, call 804-289-8921.  

National Juvenile Defender Center 
Contact NJDC if you’re having trouble finding a public defender, legal aid 
attorney, or other help with the collateral consequences of your juvenile 
court involvement. We will do our best to help find someone to assist you. 
For more information, visit www.njdc.info or call 202-452-0010.

IMMIGRATION

 
Ayuda
Ayuda provides immigration legal services for family-based immigration 
applications, removal defense, asylum, Special Immigrant Juvenile 
Status, humanitarian applications, Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) petitions, and adjustments of status to permanent residence, 
naturalization, Temporary Protected Status, work authorization, and 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). They handle immigration 
matters before the Baltimore and Arlington Immigration Courts, local 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Courts, the Arlington Asylum Office, U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Service, and U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. For assistance, call 703-444-7009. For more information, 
visit https://ayuda.com/what-we-do/legal-services. 

www.dlcv.org/get-help
www.dlcv.org/publications/special-education
www.njdc.info
https://ayuda.com/what-we-do/legal-services
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Commonwealth Catholic Charities 
Commonwealth Catholic Charities offers immigration legal assistance 
to people living in the Roanoke, Richmond, and Hampton Roads areas. 
They offer low-cost services and may be able to waive fees for those 
who do not have the ability to pay. They can help prepare applications 
for citizenship, family petitions, permanent resident status (green 
card), temporary protected status, asylum, U visa, and others. For more 
information, visit www.cccofva.org/immigrationhelp or call 804-285-5900. 

Hogar Immigrant Services – Catholic Charities of the Diocese  
of Arlington
Hogar Immigrant Services provides assistance with the following types 
of cases: asylum, U visas, Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), law permanent residence (green 
card), family petitions, adjustment of status, naturalization, employment 
authorization, and others. To schedule an appointment, call 703-534-9805. 
For more information, visit www.hogarimmigrantservices.org/legal-services. 

Just Neighbors Ministry
Just Neighbors provides immigration legal services to people living in 
northern Virginia. They can assist with employment authorization (work 
permit), permanent residence, T visas, U visas, Special Immigrant Juvenile 
Status (SIJS), Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and petitions 
under VAWA (Violence Against Women Act) for victims of domestic violence. 
For assistance, call 703-979-1240 – Tuesday through Friday between 9am & 
5pm.  For more information, visit www.justneighbors.org/get-help.

Legal Aid Justice Center – Immigrant Advocacy Program
The Immigrant Advocacy Program provides immigration legal services to 
people throughout Virginia. They have offices in Charlottesville (800-763-
7323 or 434-977-0553), Falls Church (703-778-3450), and Richmond/
Petersburg (804-643-1086).  For assistance, contact the office nearest you.  
For more information, visit www.justice4all.org/immigrant-advocacy-program.

Lutheran Social Services – Citizen and Immigration Services
Citizen and Immigration Services offers immigration legal assistance in 
Virginia, DC, and Maryland through multi-lingual, experienced staff. They 
can assist with consultations, citizenship, counseling, family reunification, 
USCIS forms preparation and completion, temporary protected status 
application, and referrals. For assistance, call 703-698-5026.  For more 
information, visit https://lssnca.org/programs/immigration.html. 

www.cccofva.org/immigrationhelp
www.hogarimmigrantservices.org/legal-services
www.justneighbors.org/get-help
www.justice4all.org/immigrant-advocacy-program
https://lssnca.org/programs/immigration.html
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NewBridges Immigrant Resource Center
NewBridges Immigrant Resource Center provides assistance to 
immigrants in the Harrisonburg area with housing, finances, immigration, 
education, health, transportation, and other issues. For more information, 
visit www.newbridgesirc.org or call 540-438-8295.
  
Tahirih Justice Center 
The Tahirih Justice Center provides free legal services to immigrant 
women and girls who are facing violence or who are denied basic human 
rights because of their gender. For assistance, call 571-282-6161, Monday 
through Friday, 9:30am to 5:00pm. For more information, visit  
www.tahirih.org/get-help.  
 

HOUSING

Covenant House Washington
Covenant House Washington provides housing, food, showers, laundry, 
education, employment, and counseling services. They serve young 
people from Virginia, Maryland, and DC between 12 and 24 years old. 
They are located at 2001 Mississippi Ave SE in Washington, DC. For more 
information, visit www.covenanthousedc.org or call 202-610-9600.

Doorways – Pathways for Youth
Doorways’ Pathways for Youth program provides emergency shelter, 
housing, counseling, life skills, child care, education, and employment 
supportive services for young people between 18 and 24 years old. They 
are located in Arlington. For assistance, call 703-237-0881 (domestic 
violence safehouse) or 703-907-0022 (emergency shelter). For more 
information, visit www.doorwaysva.org/our-work/comprehensive-
support-services/pathways-for-youth.  

ForKids, Inc.
ForKids, Inc. provides housing, employment, counseling, and life 
skills supportive services for families in the Hampton Roads area. For 
assistance, call their 24/7 hotline at 757-587-4202. For more information, 
visit https://forkidsva.org.  

www.newbridgesirc.org
www.tahirih.org/get-help
www.covenanthousedc.org
www.doorwaysva.org/our-work/comprehensive-support-services/pathways-for-youth
www.doorwaysva.org/our-work/comprehensive-support-services/pathways-for-youth
https://forkidsva.org
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Second Story
Second Story provides numerous programs to help children, teens, and 
young adults. They provide housing, counseling, education, and life skills 
support for young people between 13 and 24 years old. They are located 
in Fairfax County. For assistance, call their 24/7 hotline at 800-729-8336 
or text TEENHELP to 855-11. For more information, visit  
https://second-story.org.  
 
Seton Youth Shelters
Seton Youth Shelters provides 24-hour emergency shelter and supportive 
services for young people between 10 and 17 years old. They are located 
at 101 N. Lynnhaven Road, Suite 101, in Virginia Beach. Their Street 
Outreach Program provides supportive services to young people up to  
21 years old. For assistance, call their 24/7 hotline at 757-498-4357.  
For more information, visit http://setonyouthshelters.org.  

OTHER RESOURCES

2-1-1 Virginia
For help finding affordable housing, food, employment training, utility 
payment assistance, services for children or aging parents, affordable 
healthcare, or other services, call 2-1-1 or visit www.211virginia.org. 

Elevate
Elevate’s goal is to help young people find and maintain employment. 
They provide job training, paid and unpaid work experiences, education 
opportunities and support services, tutoring, mentoring, and counseling. 
They serve young people between 14 and 24 years old. For help,  
contact the local youth workforce training provider in your area:  
http://www.elevatevirginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Local-
Youth-Workforce-Training-Providers.pdf. 

Intercept Youth Services
Intercept Youth Services provides crisis services, counseling, mentoring, 
life skills, parenting, and independent living supportive services to 
youth, young adults, and families. They have offices located throughout 
Richmond and Southern Virginia. For assistance, call the Community 

https://second-story.org
http://setonyouthshelters.org
www.211virginia.org
http://www.elevatevirginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Local-Youth-Workforce-Training-Providers.pdf
http://www.elevatevirginia.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Local-Youth-Workforce-Training-Providers.pdf
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Liaison nearest you: Richmond North – 804-612-3332, Tidewater/
Richmond South – 757-389-4557, Southwest Virginia – 540-523-8019  
or 276-200-6574. For more information, visit www.interceptyouth.com. 

Side By Side
Side by Side is dedicated to creating supportive communities where 
Virginia’s LGBTQ+ youth can define themselves, belong, and flourish. 
They have support groups in Richmond, Charlottesville, and Petersburg. 
They also provide counseling and other supportive services. Their Youth 
Center is located at 2311 Westwood Avenue in Richmond. The drop-in 
hours are Monday 3-5pm, Tuesday-Thursday 3-6pm, and Fridays 3-5pm. 
For support, information, or referrals, call their 24/7 youth support line at 
888-644-4390. For more information, visit http://www.sidebysideva.org/.  

www.interceptyouth.com
http://www.sidebysideva.org/
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Endnotes

1  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-308 (West 2011). “Conviction” is a term used in adult court 
when a judge or jury decides that someone broke the law. See, e.g., Va. Code ann. 
§ 19.2-283 (West 1975).

2  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-306 (West 2014).
3  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-308 (West 2011).
4  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-305(A) (West 2009).
5  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-305(B1) (West 2009).
6  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-309.1(A) (West 2014) (describing public offenses as including 

Class 1, 2, or 3 felony-level offenses, forcible rape, robbery, and burglary).
7  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-305(A) (West 2009).
8  Va. Code ann. §§ 16.1-305(A) (West 2009), 16.1-301(C) (West 2016).
9  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-305(A)(4) (West 2009).
10  Va. Code ann. §§ 16.1-305(B1) (West 2009), 16.1-309.1(A) (West 2014) 

(describing public offenses as including Class 1, 2, or 3 felony-level offenses, 
forcible rape, robbery, and burglary).

11  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-309.1(A) (West 2014) (describing public offenses as including 
Class 1, 2, or 3 felony-level offenses, forcible rape, robbery, and burglary).

12  Va. Code ann. §§ 16.1-260(G) (West 2018), 16.1-301(B) (West 2016), 16.1-
305.1 (West 2003), 16.1-305.2 (West 2009); 22.1-288 (West 2017).

13  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-305(D) (West 2009).
14  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-306(A) (West 2014).
15 Id.
16  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-306(C) (West 2014).
17 Id.
18  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-306(E) (West 2014).
19  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-306(A), (B) (West 2014); See also Va. Code ann. § 16.1-228 (West 

2018) (defining “ancillary crime” or charge as “any delinquent act committed by a juvenile 
as a part of the same act or transaction as, or which constitutes a part of a common 
scheme or plan with, a delinquent act which would be a felony if committed by an adult”).

20  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-306(A) (West 2014).
21  Va. Code ann. §§ 16.1-285.2 (West 2017), 16.1-285.1(B)(3) (West 2001), 19.2-

299(A) (West 2017). 
22  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-278.9(A1)-(A2) (West 2017).
23  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-269.1(A)(4)(e) (West 2012).
24  Va. Code ann. §§ 16.1-260(G) (West 2018) (the intake officer is required to 

notify your school if you are charged with a firearm offense; homicide; felony 
assault and bodily wounding; criminal sexual assault; a drug offense (except 
possession of marijuana); arson; burglary; robbery; criminal street gang activity; 
gang recruitment; an act of violence by a mob; or abduction), 16.1-301(B)
(West 2016) (the chief of police or sheriff may notify your school if you’ve been 



39

charged with a violent felony, an offense involving a weapon, or arson or related 
offenses), 16.1-305.2 (West 2009), 22.1-288 (West 2017).

25  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-305.1 (West 2003).
26  Va. Code ann. §§ 22.1-277(C) (West 2018), 22.1-288.2(B) (West 2003), 22.1-

277.2:1(A) (West 2018).
27  Va. Code ann. § 22.1-277.04 (West 2001).
28  Id.
29  Va. Code ann. § 22.1-277.05(A), (C) (West 2018).
30  Va. Code ann. § 22.1-277.05(C) (West 2018) (“a long-term suspension may extend 

beyond a 45-school-day period but shall not exceed calendar days if (i) the offense 
[involves bringing a firearm or explosive to school or a school-sponsored activity] or 
involves serious bodily injury or (ii) the school board or division superintendent or his 
designee finds that aggravating circumstances exist, as defined by the Department. 
Such definition shall include a consideration of a student’s disciplinary history.”).

31  See, e.g., alexandria City Pub. SCh., alexandria City PubliC SChoolS Student Code 
of ConduCt 21 (2018), https://www.acps.k12.va.us/cms/lib/VA01918616/
Centricity/Shared/documents/code-of-conduct.pdf.

32  Va. Code ann. § 22.1-277.06 (West 2005).
33  Va. Code ann. § 22.1-277.06(B) (West 2005). See, e.g., alexandria City Pub. SCh., 

alexandria City PubliC SChoolS Student Code of ConduCt 38 (2018), https://www.acps.
k12.va.us/cms/lib/VA01918616/Centricity/Shared/documents/code-of-conduct.pdf.

34  Va. Code ann. § 22.1-277.07(A) (West 2016), § 22.1-277.08 (West 2014).
35  Va. Code ann. § 22.1-277.2:1(A) (West 2018).
36  Va. Code ann. § 22.1-277.2:1(B) (West 2018).
37  Va. Code ann. § 16.1-308 (West 2011).
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