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Introduction

This guide provides information about what obstacles may lie ahead and 
how to prepare yourself as you move forward with your life after being 
involved in the juvenile court system. 

Your juvenile record can affect your life for years to come. But you can still 
pursue your goals and build a bright future by understanding the barriers 
caused by a juvenile record and knowing what to do and where to go to  
get help. 
     
The road forward will have some challenges — but we hope this guide will 
show you that progress can be made and there is a community of advocates 
in Texas who are here to help you succeed. 

A journey of a thousand miles begins 
with a single step.”    – Lao Tzu
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Glossary

Adjudication: An adjudication  
is when you admit to breaking  
the law or a juvenile court judge 
decides you broke the law. It is  
not a criminal conviction.1  

Consequences of Having a 
Juvenile Record: Your juvenile 
record can create challenges for  
you as you move forward with your 
life. This may include hurdles to 
getting a job, getting accepted into 
college, finding a place to live,  
joining the military, or obtaining  
a driver’s license.  

Defense Lawyer: Your defense 
lawyer is the lawyer who defended 
you in your juvenile court case. The 
lawyer may have been from the 
public defender’s office, appointed 
by the judge, or someone your family 
paid to represent you. Your defense 
lawyer’s job is to defend your rights 
and to make sure the court hears 
your point of view in your juvenile 
court case. 

Delinquent Conduct: Texas law 
calls most offenses prosecuted in 
juvenile court “delinquent conduct,” 
which includes all offenses for which 
you could be locked up.2

Determinate Sentence:  
A determinate sentence is when you 
are adjudicated of a felony offense 

and the juvenile court judge has 
authority over your commitment or 
probation until you turn 19 years old. 
At that time, the judge can (1) release 
you from probation, (2) transfer 
your probation to adult probation, 
(3) transfer your commitment to an 
adult prison, or (4) release you from 
commitment and place you on  
adult parole.3

Disposition: A disposition in juvenile 
court is similar to a sentence in 
adult court. The disposition in your 
case is what the judge requires you 
to do because the judge decided 
you broke the law. Your disposition 
could include probation, completing 
a treatment program, paying money 
(fine, fee, or restitution), or being 
confined in a juvenile facility. 

Juvenile Record: Your juvenile 
record includes the records related  
to your juvenile court case. 

Sealing: If your juvenile record is 
sealed, it will be treated as though it 
never happened.4 You will not need 
to reveal anything about your juvenile 
court involvement on most college, 
job, or housing applications.5

Taken into Custody: If you are 
under 17 and picked up by the police, 
it is called being taken into custody 
instead of being arrested.6

2



3

A juvenile adjudication 
is not a criminal conviction.

Making the Most of This Guide

Having a juvenile record may get in the way of future opportunities. This 
guide provides basic information about the consequences of a juvenile 
record in Texas and what you can do to overcome them. 

Every young person’s situation is different. For example, one person may 
have a suspended driver’s license, while another may have trouble enrolling 
back into school. The Summary Chart on the next page tells you which 
consequences are addressed in this guide, and where in the guide to look 
for more details. You can read the entire guide or jump to the sections that 
matter most to you.

At the end of this guide, you will find a Resources section. There are many 
organizations in Texas that are available to help you address the challenges 
you are facing. The Resources section includes contact information for your 
local public defender office and other organizations that can assist you with 
record sealing, education, housing, immigration, and other hurdles you may face. 

This guide only talks about the consequences of having a juvenile record — 
not an adult criminal court record. Sometimes when youth are accused of 
serious crimes, they can be charged as an adult and tried in criminal court 
even though they are under 17 years old.7 Here, we only focus on juvenile 
court records. 

Because the law is always changing, some of the information in this guide 
may become outdated. Also, this guide does not discuss every consequence 
of a juvenile record or every detail of each consequence. Contact the lawyer 
who represented you in juvenile court or someone at your local public defender 
office to make sure you have the most current information you need.

This guide is only intended to provide information, not legal advice. 
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Consequences of a Juvenile Record  
in Texas Summary Chart

MY JUVENILE RECORD    
Page 9

1.    Who can look at my 
juvenile record?

Juvenile records are confidential 
and not available to the public. 
But if you were adjudicated of  
a felony and given a determinate 
sentence, your record will 
become available to the public  
if you are transferred to an  
adult prison.

2.   Can I keep people from 
being able to look at my 
juvenile record?

Maybe. Some records are 
automatically sealed. You can 
also apply to have your juvenile 
record sealed. 

3.   Can my juvenile record 
be used against me in 
later juvenile or adult 
criminal cases?

Yes. Having a juvenile record can 
lead to consequences in a later 
case.
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SCHOOL   
Page 14

4.   Will my juvenile record 
affect my ability to go to 
my local public school?   

Maybe. Your juvenile record 
can be shared with your school 
and may affect your ability to 
continue to attend the same 
school. 

5.   Can I get accepted into a 
college, technical school, 
or trade program if I have 
a juvenile record?

Yes, but you may need to say 
you have a juvenile record on 
some applications. 

6.   Can I get a federal student 
loan to help pay for 
college, technical school, 
or trade program?

Yes. Your juvenile record will not 
impact your ability to get federal 
student loans to help pay for 
school.

JOBS AND THE MILITARY
Page 18

7.    Can I get a job if I have  
a juvenile record?  

Yes, but you may need to say 
you have a juvenile record on 
some job applications or your 
juvenile record may show up on 
a background check. This could 
affect the employer’s decision to 
hire you. 
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Consequences of a Juvenile Record  
in Texas Summary Chart 
(Continued)

JOBS AND THE MILITARY (Cont .)     
Page 18

8.    Can I join the military if I 
have a juvenile record?

Maybe. Your juvenile record may 
make it harder for you to enlist 
in the military. 

IMMIGRATION                                                      
Page 20

9.   Will my juvenile record 
affect my immigration 
status?  

It’s complicated. Your juvenile 
record might affect your ability 
to remain in the United States.

PUBLIC BENEFITS AND HOUSING                                                       
Page 22

 10.   Can I get public benefits 
(food stamps, Medicaid, 
SSI, and TANF) with a 
juvenile record? What 
happens to these benefits 
if I am locked up?

You should be able to get public 
benefits with a juvenile record. 
But, getting locked up might 
affect your family’s food stamps 
(SNAP), Medicaid, Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI), and 
Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) benefits.
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PUBLIC BENEFITS AND HOUSING                                                       
Page 22

11.   Can I live in public 
housing or rent an 
apartment if I have a 
juvenile record? 

Maybe. A juvenile record may 
limit your public housing options, 
depending on the type of offense 
and where it happened. 

OTHER CONSEQUENCES                                                       
Page 24

 12.   What happens if I don’t 
pay the court-ordered 
fines, fees, or restitution?

Unpaid court fines, fees, or 
restitution can make it harder to get 
loans, a car, and even a job because 
of bad credit. You could also be 
ordered to pay an additional 
fine or serve time in a detention 
facility for contempt of court.

13.   Do I have to register on 
the sex offender registry 
if I have a sex offense on 
my juvenile record?

If you were adjudicated of certain 
sex offenses or kidnapping offenses, 
you will have to register unless the 
judge grants you an exemption. Your 
personal registration information 
will be available on the public sex 
offender registry website unless 
the judge grants you an exemption. 
The judge may also defer this 
requirement while you are 
undergoing treatment, and if you 
successfully complete treatment, 
your registration is exempted.
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Consequences of a Juvenile Record  
in Texas Summary Chart 
(Continued)

OTHER CONSEQUENCES (Cont .)                                                       
Page 24 

 14.   Can I get or keep my 
driver’s license or state 
ID if I have a juvenile 
record? 

The juvenile court judge can 
suspend your driver’s license 
or prevent you from getting 
your driver’s license as part of 
the disposition for any offense. 
Your juvenile record should not 
impact your ability to get or 
keep a state ID.

15.   Can I vote if I only have  
a juvenile record?

Yes. Your juvenile record will not 
impact your right to vote.

 16.   Can I serve on a jury if 
I only have a juvenile 
record?

Yes. Your juvenile record will not 
impact your ability to serve on  
a jury. 

17.    Can I own or carry a gun 
if I only have a juvenile 
record? 

Maybe. If you were adjudicated 
of a felony, you will not be 
allowed to get a license to carry 
a handgun for ten years after 
your adjudication.



9

Consequences of a Juvenile  
Record in Texas

Note to the readers: This section includes endnotes (small numbers at the end 
of a sentence or phrase that point to information at the end of the guide telling 
you what laws or rules apply to the sentence containing the endnote number).

       
     MY JUVENILE RECORD

1. Who can look at my juvenile record?

Juvenile records are confidential in Texas, which means that most people 
can’t find information about your juvenile record the same way they 
can easily find information about an adult record.8 However, police, 
prosecutors, probation officers, Department of Family and Protective 
Services, Department of Juvenile Justice, judges, and court employees 
may view these records.9 Your lawyer can also look at your juvenile record.10 
Additionally, a judge may share your juvenile record with someone else,  
but only if the judge decides that person has a “legitimate interest” in  
your case.11

Information about your juvenile court case may become available to the 
public if there is a warrant out for you to be taken into custody or if you 
have escaped from custody.12 The information released may include your 
name, physical description, photograph, and description of what they 
believe you did and what laws they claim you broke.13

Law enforcement records may be available to the public if you are given 
a determinate sentence (see the glossary on page 2) for a felony offense, 
confined to a juvenile facility until you turn 19 years old, and then 
transferred to an adult prison.14 Your records will be made available to  
the public after you are sent to the adult facility.15



10

Your school may also obtain information about your juvenile court 
involvement.16 Go to Question 4 of this guide for more information about 
when your school may be told about your juvenile court involvement and 
what impact that could have on your ability to continue attending the 
same school.

Information may also be shared with the Department of Motor Vehicles 
if you were adjudicated of certain offenses or if your driver’s license is 
suspended as part of your juvenile case.17 Go to Question 14 for more 
information about how your juvenile record might impact your  
driver’s license. 

If you have to register on the sex offender registry, your personal 
registration information will be available on the Texas Public Sex Offender 
Website.18 Go to Question 13 for more information on sex offender 
registration requirements and the process to request permission to no 
longer have to register.

Additionally, information about your juvenile court case may be shared 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).19 This information may 
show up on background checks run through the FBI – which may be 
required for jobs related to working with finances, children, vulnerable 
adults, law enforcement, security, the federal government, or the military. 
Go to Question 7 for more information about how your juvenile record 
can affect your ability to get a job.
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2.  Can I keep people from being able to look at my juvenile record? 

Almost all juvenile records can be sealed. Getting your record sealed 
means that it will be treated as though your juvenile record does not 
exist.20 There are three ways in which your record can be sealed. 

  (1)  If the judge decided that the charges against you were not true,  
the juvenile court records should be sealed immediately.21

 (2)  Your juvenile record may be sealed automatically if you are at least 
19 years old and you:

   • have not been adjudicated of a felony,

   • have no pending delinquency matters,

   •  have not had your juvenile case transferred to adult criminal  
court for prosecution, 

   •  have no adult felony or misdemeanor convictions punishable  
with jail time, and

   •  have no pending adult felony or misdemeanor charges  
punishable with jail time.22

 (3)  You can also submit an application with the juvenile court to seal 
your record. There is no filing fee for your sealing request.23 If 
you are 17 years old, not in custody, and don’t have to register on 
the sex offender registry, you can file your request immediately. 
If you are under 17 years old, not in custody, and don’t have to 
register, you can file a request to seal your record with the juvenile 
court after one year has passed since your case, probation, or 
commitment ended, whichever occurred last.24

    Additionally, to be eligible to seal your juvenile record, all of the 
following must apply:

   • you have no pending delinquency matters,

   •  your case was not transferred to adult criminal court for 
prosecution,

   • you do not have a felony conviction as an adult,

   •  you do not have a pending adult felony or misdemeanor charge 
punishable with jail time,
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   •     you did not receive a determinate sentence (see the glossary  
on page 2),

   •  you were not committed to the Texas Juvenile Justice Department 
(TJJD), and

   • you are not currently required to register as a sex offender.25 

    Your application to have your record sealed should include the 
following information:

   •  your full name, gender, race or ethnicity, date of birth, driver’s 
license or ID card number, and social security number;

   •  information about each case or incident you would like sealed, 
such as:

    -  the date and location the offense allegedly happened;

    -  case or cause number; and

    -  where the court proceedings occurred.26

In your application, you should include the name of all the agencies who 
have records that you want sealed. The agencies most likely to have 
records related to your juvenile court case include the Department of 
Public Safety, Texas Juvenile Justice Department, clerk of court, juvenile 
probation department, prosecutor’s office, and each specific police 
department and other agencies involved in your case, custody,  
or supervision.27

The judge can seal your record without having a hearing, or the judge 
may hold a hearing to get more information before deciding whether to 
seal your record.28 The judge may consider your age at the time of the 
offense, the seriousness of the offense, whether you successfully followed 
the court-ordered services or probation, whether you’ve had other 
legal problems, your education and employment status, and any other 
information the court thinks is important. 

If there is a hearing, you could tell the judge that having your record 
expunged will help you achieve your goals because you will not have to 
report it on applications and it will not show up on background checks. 
Getting your juvenile record expunged would make it easier for you to go to 
college, get a job, or locate housing. You may also explain that you completed 
everything you were supposed to do for your juvenile case, and you would 
like to keep your record from blocking opportunities in the future.



Regardless of the process used to seal your record, once it is sealed, you 
can deny you were ever taken into custody, charged, or adjudicated of the 
offense(s).29 You will not need to reveal anything about your juvenile court 
involvement on most college, job, or housing applications.30

However, sealed juvenile records may still show up on a FBI background 
check – which may be required for jobs related to working with children 
and vulnerable adults, law enforcement, the federal government, or the 
military. A court can also reopen sealed records if a prosecutor requests 
them for specific, limited reasons, such as a future prosecution for an offense 
for which punishment can be enhanced based on your juvenile record.31 Be 
prepared to talk about your juvenile record and follow the tips on page 28.

The best way to find out whether your record has been sealed is by 
contacting the juvenile probation department in the county where the 
offense was charged. You may also contact the lawyer who represented 
you in juvenile court, the local public defender office, or the local legal aid 
office for assistance. Go to the Resources section at the end of this guide for 
contact information for the public defender and legal aid offices in your area. 
 

3.  Can my juvenile record be used against me in later juvenile  
or adult criminal cases?

Yes. A juvenile court judge may look at past adjudications when deciding 
whether to keep you locked up or release you before trial.32 A judge may 
also look at your juvenile record when deciding on the disposition of a later 
juvenile case.33 If you are ever convicted for a felony in adult criminal court, 
the judge can look at your juvenile record when deciding what sentence to 
give you.34 However, if your record is sealed, it can’t be used against you at 
disposition or sentencing.35

13

Figuring out if you are eligible to
get your record sealed can be tricky.
Talk to a lawyer to get help!



     SCHOOL

4.  Will my juvenile record affect my ability to go to my local  
public school?

Maybe. If you are taken into custody by the police, they are required to 
report it and any alleged offenses to your school.36 The prosecutor in your 
case must also tell your school when your case ends and what happened.37 
This includes telling the school if you have to register on the sex offender 
registry.38 If you change schools, your parole, probation, or community 
supervision officer will also notify the new school about your case.39 In 
many instances, your school can use this information to suspend, expel, or 
reassign you to an alternative educational program, even if the offense did 
not occur at school.

You can be reassigned to an alternative educational program or expelled 
for a variety of offenses, including any felony offense, assault, harassment, 
false alarm, threat of serious harm, or drug or alcohol-related offense 
within 300 feet of school property.40 Your school must expel you if you had 
a weapon, threatened someone, caused someone serious harm, or made a 
false alarm on school property or at a school-related activity.41 

School officials must follow certain rules and procedures to remove or 
expel you from school. A lawyer or other education advocate can help  
you challenge the suspension or expulsion decision and understand  
the process and your rights. 

Within three class days of being removed from class, school officials 
are required to meet with you and your parents/guardians, discuss the 
reasons for your removal from class, and give you an opportunity to tell 
your side.42 Federal laws may provide greater protections against removal 
or expulsion, particularly if you have a learning disability or behavioral 
disability.43 Contact a lawyer to help you with this process if you are kept 
out of your regular school for longer than three days.  

14



Talk to a lawyer or other knowledgeable 

adult about what to say in a school 

meeting or hearing. What you say may 

be used against you in a juvenile or 

criminal court case.”

“
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If your placement in an alternative education program extends longer than 
60 days or the end of the next grading period, whichever is earlier, school 
officials are required to notify your parents/guardians of the right to have 
a meeting to discuss your placement.44 Your removal from school cannot 
go beyond the end of the school year, unless the school determines that 
your presence “presents a danger of physical harm to you or to another 
individual,” or that you have engaged in “serious or persistent misbehavior 
that violates the district’s code of conduct.”45 There must be a review 
hearing at least every 120 days until you are allowed to return to your 
regular school setting.46

If your school wants to expel you, the school must give you and your 
parents/guardians written notice of the expulsion, reasons for the 
expulsion, and an opportunity to tell your side. After this meeting, if the 
school decides to expel you, you can appeal the decision to the local district 
court, where you may have a new hearing before a judge.47

If you are expelled, the school district must still provide you with some 
other “alternative education program” or placement even if it is in a 
different location.48 They cannot simply deny you an education. 

A lawyer or other knowledgeable adult can help you challenge your 
suspension, reassignment to an alternative educational program, or 
expulsion. Go to the Resources section at the end of this guide for 
resources and contact information for organizations that may be able  
to assist you. 

5.  Can I get accepted into a college, technical, or trade school  
if I have a juvenile record?

Yes. Pay close attention to how the college application asks about your 
record. If the application asks if you have a conviction, you can answer  
“No,” if you only have a juvenile record and no adult record. A juvenile 
adjudication is not a criminal conviction in Texas.49 

If the application asks about adjudications, you may need to include 
information about your juvenile record, unless your record has  
been sealed. 



The Common Application (Common App) is an application used by 
more than 900 colleges and universities around the country (including 
18 in Texas, such as Baylor University, Rice University, and Texas Tech 
University).50 The Common App no longer asks applicants to answer 
questions about school discipline violations or involvement with the 
juvenile or criminal legal systems. However, it does allow colleges to 
ask about school discipline and juvenile or criminal records on their 
supplemental forms, which must be turned in with the Common App  
when applying to their school.51  

If an application or interviewer asks about your juvenile court involvement 
or school discipline violations that are related to your juvenile court 
involvement, follow the tips on page 28 on how to talk about your  
juvenile record.

6.  Can I get a federal student loan to help pay for college, technical 
school, or trade program?

Yes. To apply for a federal student loan to help pay for college, you must 
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The 
FAFSA asks whether you have been convicted of a drug charge while 
receiving federal student loans.52 If you only have juvenile adjudications, 
you can answer “No” to this question — even if your juvenile record 
includes a drug-related offense — because this question is asking about 
adult convictions, not juvenile adjudications.53 And if you have never 
received federal student aid before, you can also answer “No” because  
the question is asking if you were convicted while receiving federal  
financial aid.

17

You can be accepted into college even 
with a juvenile record. Don’t let your 
juvenile record keep you from applying!



     JOBS AND THE MILITARY

7. Can I get a job if I have a juvenile record? 

Yes. Most job applications ask about convictions. If you do not have 
any adult criminal convictions, you can answer “No” because a juvenile 
adjudication is not a criminal conviction in Texas.54 

However, juvenile record information may show up on a FBI background 
check – which may be required for jobs related to working with finances, 
children, vulnerable adults, law enforcement, security, the federal 
government, or the military. You should be prepared to briefly explain that 
your juvenile adjudication is not the same as a criminal conviction. And 
follow the tips on page X on how to talk about your juvenile record.

8. Can I join the military if I have a juvenile record?

Maybe. Your juvenile record might make it harder for you to join the 
military. Generally, the U.S. military does not treat juvenile records 
any differently than adult records. If your record involves selling 
drugs, domestic violence, or a felony, you may need to request special 
permission (a waiver) to enlist.55 If your record includes a juvenile 
adjudication involving a sexual offense, you will not be able to join the 
military and no waivers are available.56 Each branch of the military has 
different rules about waivers. For more information, visit www.usa.gov/
join-military. You can also contact a recruiter.

You may need to give the military a copy of your juvenile court paperwork, 
even if your record has been sealed.57 Make sure to get a certified copy of 
your complete court record before it is sealed because it may be difficult to 
get copies after it is sealed. If a police report is not part of your court file, you 
should obtain a copy of the police report, as well. Go to Question 2 of this 
guide for information about sealing your juvenile record.

18
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Remember, if an application asks 

whether you’ve been convicted of a 

crime, you can answer “No” as long 

as you do not have any adult criminal 

convictions.”

“
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     IMMIGRATION

9. Will my juvenile record affect my immigration status?

Maybe. Talk to an immigration lawyer before trying to seal your records. 
The immigration lawyer will need to see the court documents to find 
out whether your juvenile record affects your ability to stay in the 
United States or obtain legal U.S. resident status in the future. If you’re 
adjudicated of certain types of offenses, it will be more difficult to get legal 
immigration status.58

To help your lawyer figure out possible ways that you can get immigration 
status, tell your lawyer if you:

 • have been abused, neglected, or abandoned by a parent;

 •  have been a victim of human trafficking or sex trafficking,  
or the victim of any crime; or,

 •  are undocumented or have a green card or another type of legal 
status, such as a U visa.

Remember: Everything you tell your lawyer is confidential. This means 
your lawyer cannot share anything you tell them without your permission.

If you’re undocumented or don’t have legal status, even just being taken 
into custody can cause problems. If you’re taken into custody or arrested 
by the police, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) may try to pick 
you up when you are released from the local jail or detention facility.

For help with immigration issues, go to the Resources section at the 
end of this guide to find organizations that may be able to provide you 
with legal representation in immigration matters. You can also find more 
information in the Immigrant Legal Resource Center’s Guide for Immigrant 
Youth: www.ilrc.org/living-united-states-guide-immigrant-youth.59   

http://www.ilrc.org/living-united-states-guide-immigrant-youth


If anyone from the FBI or ICE asks 

you questions, especially about your 

immigration status or where you were 

born, you do not have to answer their 

questions without a lawyer.”

“
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     PUBLIC BENEFITS AND HOUSING

10.    Can I get public benefits (food stamps, Medicaid, SSI, and TANF) 
with a juvenile record? What happens to these benefits if I am 
locked up? 

Yes. You should be able to get most public benefits with a juvenile record. 
If the application asks about convictions and you only have a juvenile 
record and no adult convictions, you can answer “No” because a juvenile 
adjudication is not a criminal conviction in Texas.60

Getting locked up in a juvenile facility might affect things like food 
stamps (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program—SNAP), Medicaid, 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), and Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF).61 Your parents / guardians may not be able to receive 
SSI checks for you, and your family’s SNAP and TANF assistance could be 
reduced while you are locked up in a juvenile or adult correctional facility. 
If you have health insurance through Medicaid and you are sent to a 
secure juvenile facility, ask your lawyer, case manager, or probation officer 
for help to make sure your Medicaid benefits are reinstated when you  
are released.

For help with public benefits, go to the Resources section at the end of 
this guide for contact information for the legal aid office in your area.

11.  Can I live in public housing or rent an apartment if I have a 
juvenile record?

Maybe. You and your family may not be allowed to live in public housing 
if you are involved with certain criminal activities — especially drugs or 
violence — even if you were not taken into custody or did not have to go 
to court.62 In some situations, you may not be allowed to live in public 
housing at all; for example, if you have to be listed on a sex offender 
registry for your entire life or if you are convicted of making meth while 
on public housing property.63



You may be able to challenge a housing authority’s decision to evict you 
or deny your housing application. Housing authorities are required to give 
you a hearing if you are denied housing or evicted for illegal activity.64

Many public housing and private rental applications ask about convictions. 
If you do not have any adult criminal convictions, you can answer “No” 
because a juvenile adjudication is not a criminal conviction in Texas.65 

If you are rejected from or denied housing because of your juvenile 
record, you can contact your local legal aid office for assistance. Go to the 
Resources section at the end of this guide for contact information for the 
legal aid office in your area. 
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A juvenile adjudication 
is not a conviction.



       

     OTHER CONSEQUENCES

12.  What happens if I don’t pay the court-ordered fines, fees,  
or restitution? 

As part of the disposition of your case, the juvenile court judge may require 
you to pay restitution (an order to pay someone back for damages caused 
or property taken).66 You could also be charged a variety of fees, such as a 
DNA collection fee (no more than $50) or a probation fee (no more than 
$15 per month for the duration of your probation).67

Your parents may have to pay for your support if the judge requires  
you to live somewhere other than your own home (group home, treatment 
program, detention, etc.).68 Your parents may also be required  
to pay restitution and/or costs of various programs (such as drug education 
or alcohol awareness programs) in which the judge required  
you to participate.69

If you or your parents fail to pay court-ordered fees or restitution, the 
judge may require you to pay a fine or lock you or your parents up for 
contempt of court.70 If you are unable to pay the fees or restitution, you can 
ask the court to lower the amount you owe or allow you to do community 
service instead of paying the money.71 

Depending on your county, failure to pay can show up on your credit 
report. A credit report is like a school report card that shows how good 
or bad you’ve been about paying your bills. Having a bad credit report 
can make it harder for you to rent an apartment, get a school loan, buy a 
house or car, or get a credit card. It can also impact your job applications 
where the employer asks for a credit check or background check. This is 
common for many government jobs. 

For help with trying to lower the amount of restitution and/or fees you 
owe, contact the lawyer who represented you in your juvenile case or go 
to the Resources section at the end of this guide to find information to 
contact someone at your local public defender’s office.
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If you have a sex offense on your record and you 

want to move or stay more than a few days in 

another state, contact a lawyer first to make sure 

your plans will not negatively affect you.”

“
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13.  Do I have to register on the sex offender registry if I have a sex 
offense on my juvenile record?

You may be required to register on the sex offender registry if you are 
adjudicated of certain sex offenses or kidnapping offenses.72 As part of 
the disposition in your juvenile court case, your lawyer can request that 
the judge not require you to register.73 The judge may also defer this 
requirement while you are undergoing treatment, and if you successfully 
complete treatment, your registration may be exempted.74

If you are a student and required to register, law enforcement will notify 
the superintendent of your school district.75 They will also notify campus 
security if you live on a college campus.76

If you were adjudicated of a sex offense or kidnapping offense and the 
judge requires you to register, you will have to register for 10 years.77 
Your name, picture, address, and information on the offense you were 
adjudicated of may be available on the Texas Public Sex Offender 
Website.78 

If you plan on moving, you will need to update this information at least 7 
days before your move.79 If you change where you work or attend school, 
you will need to update this information within 7 days of making the change.80 

You can file one request with the juvenile court to terminate your 
obligation to register or make your registration information unavailable to 
the public.81 You should explain why you are not likely to commit another 
sex offense and why you are not a danger to others.82 
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If you fail to follow the sex offender registration requirements, you can 
face serious consequences, including being charged with a new felony 
offense and being sent to prison.83

Whenever you leave Texas for more than a few days, other states may 
require you to register on the sex offender registry in their state or notify 
local law enforcement of your presence. Talk to a lawyer to figure out 
whether traveling out of state may result in any of these issues. 

If you have any questions about sex offender registration or want 
help with filing a request to stop registering, contact the lawyer who 
represented you in your juvenile case or go to the Resources section at 
the end of this guide to find information on how to contact someone at 
your local public defender’s office.  

14.  Can I get or keep my driver’s license or state ID if I have  
a juvenile record? 

Maybe. As part of the disposition order for any offense, the juvenile court 
judge can suspend your driver’s license or prevent you from getting a 
driver’s license.84 The judge is required to suspend your driver’s license if 
you are adjudicated of offenses involving graffiti, drugs, alcohol, firearms, 
and driving offenses (like reckless driving or driving under the influence—
driving while drunk or high).85

The amount of time your driver’s license will be suspended depends on 
the offense; however, your license suspension should not be longer than 
one year.86

If your driver’s license is suspended, you may be allowed to get an 
occupational driver’s license so you can drive to work, school, or court-
ordered programs.87

Your juvenile record should not impact your ability to get or keep a state 
ID. If you were sent to a juvenile facility, your caseworker, probation 
officer, or lawyer may be able to help you get a state ID after you are 
released. A driver’s license or state ID is required for employment, 
housing, medical assistance, and many other important opportunities  
and resources.
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15. Can I vote if I only have a juvenile record?

Yes. Your juvenile record will not impact your right to vote.88

16. Can I serve on a jury if I only have a juvenile record?

Yes. Your juvenile record will not impact your ability to serve on a jury.89

17. Can I own or carry a gun if I only have a juvenile record?

Maybe. If you were adjudicated of a felony, you will not be allowed to get 
a license to carry a handgun for ten years after your adjudication.90 The 
law on carrying and owning guns is complicated, so make sure you do more 
research or talk to a lawyer. 
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Talking About Your 
Juvenile Record 

It’s important to pay attention to the specific words used when someone 
asks you a question in an interview or when you’re filling out an 
application. If you are asked if you have a conviction or if you have ever 
been convicted of a crime, you can answer “No,” as long as you do not 
have any adult court convictions. A juvenile adjudication is not a criminal 
conviction in Texas.91 Also, if an application asks about arrests, you can 
answer “No,” as long as you have not been arrested as an adult.92

Juvenile records in Texas are not generally available to the public, so you 
usually do NOT need to tell people about your juvenile record. But it is 
important that you are prepared to answer questions about your juvenile 
record, especially if your record is not sealed. 

Tips on how to talk about your juvenile record:

•  Talk with the lawyer who represented you in your juvenile case 
or a lawyer from your local public defender office to learn how 
you should answer questions about your juvenile record. A lawyer can 
provide you with specific advice on how to talk about your juvenile 
court involvement.

•  If asked about your juvenile record, be brief and don’t give 
many details. 

 -   For example, you can simply say: “I have a juvenile adjudication from 
2018. I have worked hard to move past that incident and hope we can 
focus on what I can offer as an employee/student.” 

•  Talk about how you have learned from your past. “I have learned a 
lot since then, and I realize it is important to work hard and move my life 
in a more positive direction.” 

• Focus on the positive things you are doing in your life. 
  -  “I have good grades.”
  -  “I graduated from high school/completed my GED.”
 -  “I’m attending college.” 
  -  “I volunteer with _________ (organization).” 
 -  “I have a job at ______________.”  



Once your record is sealed, you will 

not need to reveal anything about your 

juvenile court involvement on most 

college, job, or housing applications.
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  -   “I help take care of my younger siblings and household responsibilities 
like chores and running errands for my parents.” 

  -    “I participate in after-school activities.” (sports, clubs, religious 
activities)

 •  Avoid blaming others. It is important to focus on the positive things 
you have done since your juvenile court involvement. Blaming others 
will not take the focus off you. Instead, it may make your interviewer 
think that you are not ready to take on new responsibilities.

•  Practice! Sometimes it is hard to talk about your juvenile court 
involvement. Practice with a lawyer, friend, or mentor to make sure you 
feel comfortable.

•  Ask for a letter from a mentor, teacher, or other trusted leader 
that talks about your skills and strengths. The letter can help show 
the employer or school that you work hard, show up on time, follow the 
rules, have a positive attitude, and are able to do the job or complete 
the educational program. 

Getting your record sealed means that you will not need to reveal 
anything about your juvenile court involvement on most college, job, or 
housing applications or in most interviews. However, there are a few 
exceptions where you will still need to disclose information about your 
sealed juvenile record, particularly if you are applying to join the military 
or law enforcement.
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Resources

Local Public Defender Offices
Remember, the best way to find out whether your record has been sealed 
is by contacting the juvenile probation department in the county where the 
offense was charged. You may also contact the lawyer who represented 
you in juvenile court, the local public defender office, or the local legal aid 
office for assistance.

Most counties have a public defender office and/or individual attorneys that 
provide legal representation to young people who are accused of breaking 
the law and cannot afford a private attorney. If you have questions about 
your juvenile record, sealing or expunging your juvenile record, or sex 
offender registration requirements, you can reach out to the attorney who 
represented you in your juvenile case, the local public defender’s office, or 
the attorneys who provide juvenile defense services in your county. 

Below is a list of the public defender offices that represent young people 
in juvenile cases.

County Address Phone Number

Atascosa, Frio, Karnes, 
and Wilson Counties

[Office opened in 2020. 
They do not have an 
address yet.]

833-664-3711

Bee, Goliad, Live 
Oak, McMullen, and 
Refugio Counties

331A N Washington St, 
Beeville, TX 78102

361-358-1925

Burnet County 1008 N Water St, 
Burnet, TX 78611

512-234-3061

Cameron County 2310 West Hwy 77, 
San Benito, TX 78586

956-399-3075

Colorado County 316 Spring St, Room 
104, Columbus, TX 
75207

979-732-9425

Dallas County 2600 Lone Star Dr, 
Ste A-132, Dallas, TX 
75212

214-698-4400
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County Address Phone Number

El Paso County 500 E. San Antonio, Ste 
501, El Paso, TX 79901

915-546-8131

Harris County 1201 Franklin St, 13th 
Fl, Houston, TX 77002

713-274-6700

Lavaca County 121 South Main St, Ste 
100, Victoria, TX 77901

361-880-5441

Starr, Duval, and Jim 
Hogg Counties

310 E Mirasoles St, Rio 
Grande City, TX 78582

956-271-0712

Travis County 910 Lavaca St, Austin, 
TX 78701

512-854-4128

Webb County 1110 Washington St, 
Ste 102, Laredo, TX 
78040

956-523-4101

Wichita County 600 Scott St, Ste 204, 
Wichita Falls, TX 76301

940-766-8199

Willacy County 308 E Harrison Ave, 
Harlingen, TX 78550

956-364-3810

Contact information for all of the public defender offices in Texas can be 
found at: http://tidc.texas.gov/closet/for-criminal-defendants/. If you do not 
live in one of the counties with a public defender office, you can call the Texas 
Indigent Defense Commission at 512-936-6994 to find resources available in 
your county.

Juvenile and Children’s Advocacy Project of Texas (JCAP)
Juvenile and Children’s Advocacy Project of Texas (JCAP) attorneys are 
experts in juvenile record sealing and have the most comprehensive and 
experienced program for sealing in Texas. JCAP provides pro bono juvenile 
record sealing services, background check services to determine whether 
your record has been sealed, and advice regarding obtaining court records. 
You can apply for legal assistance online at https://www.jcaptexas.org/get-
legal-help/.  

Legal Aid Offices in Texas
Legal aid offices are non-profit organizations that provide free legal 
services to people below a certain income level. They usually help with 
housing, public benefits, education, immigration, employment issues, 

http://tidc.texas.gov/closet/for-criminal-defendants/
https://www.jcaptexas.org/get-legal-help/
https://www.jcaptexas.org/get-legal-help/
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domestic violence cases, family law, and other types of cases that can 
cause serious problems in a person’s everyday life.

 Legal Aid of Northwest Texas – serves Northwest Texas, including  
 Dallas/Ft. Worth

  •  To find your local legal aid office address and phone number,  
visit: https://internet.lanwt.org/en-us/locations 

 Lone Star Legal Aid – serves East Texas, including Houston

  •  To find your local legal aid office address and phone number,  
visit: www.lonestarlegal.org 

 
  Texas RioGrande Legal Aid – serves South Texas, including Austin,  

San Antonio, and El Paso

  •  To find your local legal aid office address and phone number,  
visit: www.trla.org/offices   

  Other civil legal resources can be found at:  
http://www.txcourts.gov/programs-services/legal-aid 

Disability Rights Texas
Disability Rights Texas is a non-profit organization that advocates for 
the rights of Texas residents with disabilities.  They can assist students 
with disabilities receive proper special education services. To get help, 
call 800-252-9108. You can also apply for assistance online at 
www.disabilityrightstx.org/en/getting-help/how-to-apply-for-services.  
For more information, visit www.disabilityrightstx.org/en/home. 

Texas Appleseed
In partnership with a few other organizations, Texas Appleseed created  
a guide to help students, parents, caregivers, educators, advocates,  
and policymakers better understand students’ rights, school discipline,  
and issues around police in schools. You can find the guide at  
http://makemyschoolsafe.org. Their Texas Discipline Lab website  
also includes other resources related to school discipline  
(https://www.texasdisciplinelab.org/resources). 

https://internet.lanwt.org/en-us/locations
http://www.lonestarlegal.org
http://www.trla.org/offices
http://www.txcourts.gov/programs-services/legal-aid
http://www.disabilityrightstx.org/en/getting-help/how-to-apply-for-services
http://www.disabilityrightstx.org/en/home
http://makemyschoolsafe.org
https://www.texasdisciplinelab.org/resources
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Texas Foster Youth Justice Project 
The Texas Foster Youth Justice Project helps current and former foster 
youth in Texas understand their legal rights. They provide legal advice, 
assistance, guidance, and representation in enforcing foster youth rights. 
To get help, call 877-313-3688 or visit http://texasfosteryouth.org. 

Texas Homeless Youth Handbook
The Texas Homeless Youth Handbook provides youth experiencing 
homelessness with Texas-specific information concerning your rights, 
responsibilities, and available resources related to every major aspect of life, 
including education, employment, health, housing, parenting, and others. 
The handbook can be found at www.homelessyouth.org/en/us/texas. 

Texas Parent to Parent
Texas Parent to Parent provides families with support, resource referrals, 
and education to empower families to improve the lives of children with 
disabilities, chronic illness, and/or special health care needs. Their website 
includes numerous resources related to special education  
(www.txp2p.org/resources/statewide-resources/special-education) and 
general, county-specific resources: www.txp2p.org/resources/resources. 

IMMIGRATION

 
American Gateways – Central Texas
American Gateways assists low-income individuals with asylum (for 
individuals and families fleeing persecution in their home country), 
Violence Against Women Act petitions (for those who have been abused 
by their spouses or parents), T Visas (for survivors of trafficking), U Visas 
(for survivors of certain types of violent crimes that occurred in the US), 
permanent residency and naturalization, Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), and family-based petitions. They serve central Texas, 
including the cities of Austin, San Antonio, and Waco, in addition to 33 
counties in the region. For information about how to apply for assistance, 
visit www.americangateways.org/get-help/apply-for-services. You can 
also call 512-478-0546 ext. 200 for their Austin office, 210-521-4768 
ext. 232 for their San Antonio office, or 254-230-0382 ext. 264 for their 
Waco office. For more information, visit www.americangateways.org/about. 

http://texasfosteryouth.org
http://www.homelessyouth.org/en/us/texas
http://www.txp2p.org/resources/statewide-resources/special-education
http://www.txp2p.org/resources/resources
http://www.americangateways.org/get-help/apply-for-services
http://www.americangateways.org/about
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BakerRipley Citizenship and Immigration Program - Houston
At free to low cost, the BakerRipley program provides assistance with 
naturalization, renewal of permanent residence cards, adjustment of 
status, removal defense, and crime victim visas. Their office is located 
at 6535 Rookin Street in Houston. To get help, call 346-867-3871. For 
more information, visit https://www.bakerripley.org/services/bakerripley-
citizenship-and-immigration-program-gulfton-sharpstown-campus. 

Boat People SOS - Houston
Boat People SOS includes a non-profit law office serving the needs of 
low-income individuals in the Vietnamese and minority communities of 
Houston. They assist with family law issues, applying for immigration 
benefits, family sponsorship, permanent residence or US citizenship 
applications, and other basic civil legal services. To get help, call 281-530-
6888. Their office is located at 11360 Bellaire Boulevard, Suite 910 in 
Houston. For more information, visit www.bpsos.org/bpsos-houston.

Catholic Charities Diocese of Lubbock
The Catholic Charities Diocese of Lubbock’s immigration program 
provides help with citizenship and replacement of legal permanent 
resident cards, employment authorization cards, family-based petitions, 
and Violence Against Women Act petitions. To get help, apply online at 
www.cclubbock.org/immigration-intake. For more information, call  
806-765-8475 or visit www.cclubbock.org/immigration. 

Catholic Charities of Central Texas – Austin and Brazos Valley
Catholic Charities of Central Texas assists with family-based immigration 
services, removal defense, permanent resident card replacement or 
renewal, visas for victims of crime and human trafficking, naturalization, 
asylum, and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). To get help, 
call 512-651-6125 for their Austin office or 979-822-9340 for their 
Brazos Valley (Bryan) office. Their offices are located at 1625 Rutherford 
Lane in Austin and 1410 Cavitt Avenue in Bryan. For more information, 
visit www.ccctx.org/immigration-legal-services. 

Catholic Charities – Dallas
Catholic Charities of Dallas immigration legal services assists with 
family-based petitions, adjustment of status applications, consular visa 
processing, representation of survivors of domestic violence and victims 
of violent crimes, naturalization/citizenship applications, applications 

https://www.bakerripley.org/services/bakerripley-citizenship-and-immigration-program-gulfton-sharpstown-campus
https://www.bakerripley.org/services/bakerripley-citizenship-and-immigration-program-gulfton-sharpstown-campus
http://www.bpsos.org/bpsos-houston
http://www.cclubbock.org/immigration-intake
http://www.cclubbock.org/immigration
http://www.ccctx.org/immigration-legal-services
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for permanent resident applications for refugees and asylees, document 
renewals and replacements, and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA). To get help, call 214-634-7182. For more information, visit  
www.ccdallas.org/services/immigration-legal-services. 

Catholic Charities of the Texas Panhandle - Amarillo
The Catholic Charities of the Texas Panhandle Citizenship and 
Immigration Program provides low cost services for a variety of 
immigration matters, such as family-based petitions, citizenship, lawful 
permanent residence, adjustment of status, document renewals and 
replacements, consular processing, employment authorization, U 
Visas, Violence Against Women Act petitions, and Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA). To get help, call 806-350-4606. Their office 
is located at 1900 North Spring Street in Amarillo. For more information, 
visit www.cctxp.org/programs/immigration-legal-services. 

Diocesan Migrant and Refugee Services – El Paso
The Diocesan Migrant and Refugee Services provides immigration 
services for low-income residents in West Texas. They assist with family-
based petitions, citizenship and naturalization, survivors of domestic 
violence and other crimes, removal proceedings before the Immigration 
Courts, and services for adults and unaccompanied children detained  
in the local immigration detention centers and shelters. To get help,  
call 915-532-3975. For more information, visit   
www.dmrs-ep.org/about-us/who-we-are. 

Las Americas – El Paso
Las Americas provides immigration legal services in West Texas. They 
assist with family-based petitions, citizenship and naturalization, consular 
processing, adjustment of status, applications for asylum and crime 
victims, and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). To get help, 
call 915-544-5126. You can also visit their office at 1500 E. Yandell  
Drive in El Paso on the first, second, or third Thursday of the month 
between 9am and 12pm. For more information, visit  
https://las-americas.org/en/aboutus. 

http://www.ccdallas.org/services/immigration-legal-services
http://www.cctxp.org/programs/immigration-legal-services
http://www.dmrs-ep.org/about-us/who-we-are
https://las-americas.org/en/aboutus
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Mosaic Family Services – Dallas
The Migrant Center for Human Rights provides free legal representation in 
family law and immigration matters to those in the Dallas area. They assist 
with divorce, child custody, protective orders, child support, U Visa, T Visa, 
and VAWA petitions. To get help, call 214-823-4434. Their office is located 
at 12225 Greenville Avenue, Suite 800 in Dallas. For more information, visit 
https://mosaicservices.org/how-we-help/legal-representation. 

Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education  
and Legal Services (RAICES) – Statewide
RAICES provides legal services for low-income immigrants throughout 
Texas. They assist with residency and citizenship, asylum, removal defense, 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and families and children in 
detention. They have offices in Austin, Corpus Christi, Dallas, Fort Worth, 
Houston, and San Antonio. You can find the addresses and phone numbers 
of all their offices at www.raicestexas.org/contact-us/locations. To get 
help, call the office closest to you. For more information, visit  
www.raicestexas.org/what-we-do. 

Roy Maas Youth Alternatives – San Antonio
Roy Maas Youth Alternatives provides young people with emergency 
shelter, long-term housing, food, counseling, parenting, and other basic and 
supportive services. To get help, call 210-340-7971. For more information, 
visit https://a088b8b523.nxcli.net/about-rmya/programs-services.  

South Texas Immigration Council – South Texas
The South Texas Immigration Council assists with residency and 
citizenship, problems before the Immigration Service or Immigration 
Courts, asylum, and others. They have offices in Brownsville, Harlingen, 
and McAllen. To get help, call 866-431-7910. For more information, visit 
www.southtexasimmigrationcouncil.com/servicos. 

HOUSING

 
ACH Child and Family Services – Fort Worth
The Life Project provides housing and other supportive services for young 
people between 18 and 21. To get help, apply online at https://achservices.

https://mosaicservices.org/how-we-help/legal-representation
http://www.raicestexas.org/contact-us/locations
http://www.raicestexas.org/what-we-do
https://a088b8b523.nxcli.net/about-rmya/programs-services
http://www.southtexasimmigrationcouncil.com/servicos
https://achservices.org/about-ach/programs/the-life-project/community-referrals
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org/about-ach/programs/the-life-project/community-referrals. For more 
information, visit https://achservices.org/programs/life-project/. 

The Youth Emergency Shelter provides housing, food, education, 
counseling, and case management for young people between 10 and 17 
years old. They are located at 3712 Wichita Street in Fort Worth. For 
more information, visit https://achservices.org/youth-emergency-shelter. 

Buckner NextStep – Dallas
NextStep is an independent living program that provides long-term 
housing and other supportive services for young women between 18 
and 24 years old. To get help, apply online at https://pages.buckner.org/
buckner-nextstep-inquiry. 

Central Texas Youth Services – Belton, Killeen, Waco
Central Texas Youth Services runs several programs that provide housing 
and other supportive services to young people. For information about 
each of their programs, visit www.centraltexasyouthservices.com/programs. 

To locate the program closest to you, visit 
https://www.centraltexasyouthservices.com/contact. 

Children’s Aid Society of West Texas – Wichita Falls
The Teen Emergency Shelter provides housing, food, clothing, personal 
items, counseling, and other services for young people between 10 and 
17 years old. To get help, call 940-322-3141. They are located at 1101 
30th Street in Wichita Falls. For more information, visit 
https://caswt.org/teen-shelter. 

City House – Plano 
City House provides emergency shelter (My Friend’s House), street 
outreach, and transitional living services. They assist with shelter, food, 
clothing, medical and dental health, life skills, and counseling. To get help 
with emergency shelter, call 972-424-4626. Apply for the transitional 
living program at www.cityhouse.org/index.php/programs/transitional-
living-program. For more information, visit www.cityhouse.org. 

Covenant House Texas – Houston 
Covenant House provides a drop-in center, crisis shelter, and transitional 
living program. They serve young people between 18 and 24 years old, 

https://achservices.org/about-ach/programs/the-life-project/community-referrals
https://achservices.org/programs/life-project/
https://achservices.org/youth-emergency-shelter
https://pages.buckner.org/buckner-nextstep-inquiry
https://pages.buckner.org/buckner-nextstep-inquiry
http://www.centraltexasyouthservices.com/programs
https://www.centraltexasyouthservices.com/contact
https://caswt.org/teen-shelter
http://www.cityhouse.org/index.php/programs/transitional-living-program
http://www.cityhouse.org/index.php/programs/transitional-living-program
http://www.cityhouse.org
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including pregnant and parenting teens with children. They assist with 
shelter, food, clothing, laundry, showers, recreational activities, case 
management, life-skills, job-readiness, and referrals for health services. 
They are located at 1111 Lovett Boulevard in Houston. To get help, call 
713-523-2231. For more information, visit www.covenanthousetx.org.

Dallas Hope Center
The Dallas Hope Center provides housing, food, healthcare, mental 
health, life skills, and other services for young people of any sexual 
orientation or gender identity between 18 and 24 years old. They are 
located at 4740 West Mockingbird Lane, Suite C in Dallas. Their website 
also lists numerous LGBTQIA+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer and questioning, intersex, and asexual) resources at https://www.
dallashopecharities.org/resources/. To get help, call 214-301-9407. For 
more information, visit www.dallashopecharities.org/programs. 

El Paso Human Services, Winchester House – El Paso
The Winchester House is a transitional living center for young men 
between 18 and 25 years old who are former foster youth and 
experiencing homelessness. They provide long-term shelter, education 
and training, job readiness, life skills, and health-related services.  
To get help, call 915-790-2232 or visit the Winchester House at 810 
Montana Avenue in El Paso. For more information, visit  
www.elpasohumanservices.org/winchester-house. 

George Gervin Youth Center – San Antonio
The George Gervin Basic Center program provides emergency shelter, 
food, clothing, education services, counseling, and referrals for health care 
for young people between 12 and 17 years old. To get help, call 210-568-
8800. For more information, visit https://www.gervin-school.org/. 

Harris County Protective Kinder Emergency Shelter – Houston 
The Kinder Emergency Shelter provides shelter, food, clothing, 
recreational activities, education, crisis intervention, and other services 
for young people between 12 and 17 years old. To get help, call 713-295-
2700. For more information, visit https://hcps.harriscountytx.gov/Our-
Services/Services-for-At-Risk-Youth/Kinder-Emergency-Shelter. 

http://www.covenanthousetx.org
https://www.dallashopecharities.org/resources/
https://www.dallashopecharities.org/resources/
http://www.dallashopecharities.org/programs
http://www.elpasohumanservices.org/winchester-house
https://www.gervin-school.org/
https://hcps.harriscountytx.gov/Our-Services/Services-for-At-Risk-Youth/Kinder-Emergency-Shelter
https://hcps.harriscountytx.gov/Our-Services/Services-for-At-Risk-Youth/Kinder-Emergency-Shelter
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Journey to Dream, Kyle’s Place – Lewisville 
Kyle’s Place is a transitional living program, providing shelter, food, clothing, 
life skills, counseling, academic support, medical and dental care, and other 
supportive services for young people between 14 and 19 years old. To get help, 
call 469-470-2382. For more information, visit  https://journeytodream.com/.

LifeWorks – Austin
LifeWorks provides numerous housing programs and supportive 
services, including street outreach, emergency shelter, transitional living, 
rapid rehousing, young parents, permanent supportive housing, and 
aftercare transitional services. To get help, call 512-735-2100. For more 
information, visit www.lifeworksaustin.org/housing. 

Open Gate – Houston
Open Gate provides food, clothing, toiletries, infant packs (diapers, wipes, 
formula, etc.), and life skills services for young people of any sexual 
orientation or gender identity between 18 and 30 years old. To get help, 
visit Open Gate (Fellowship Hall of Bering Memorial UMC) at 1440 Harold 
Street in Houston on Sundays at 12:30pm. For more information, visit 
https://beringopengate.org/what-we-do. 

Promise House – Austin
The emergency youth shelter provides housing, food, clothing, hygiene 
products, medical and dental care, education services, counseling, and life 
and job skills training for young people between 6 and 18 years old.  
To get help, call 214-941-8578 ext. 500. For more information, visit  
https://promisehouse.org/our-programs/emergency-youth-shelter-program. 

Tony’s Place – Houston
Tony’s Place provides food, toiletries, clothing, showers, laundry, and 
referrals to other resources and services for LGBTQIA+ young people up 
to 25 years old who are unstably housed, couch surfing, or experiencing 
homelessness. They are located at 1621 McGowen Street in Houston. To 
get help, call 713-678-0733 or visit https://tonysplace.org/get-help.   

https://journeytodream.com/
http://www.lifeworksaustin.org/housing
https://beringopengate.org/what-we-do
https://promisehouse.org/our-programs/emergency-youth-shelter-program
https://tonysplace.org/get-help


40

OTHER PROGRAMS & SERVICES

 
2-1-1 Texas
2-1-1 connects people with community resources, services, and volunteer 
opportunities. They can connect you with housing, food, clothing, 
childcare, physical or mental health, employment support, and other 
services in your area. To get help, call 211 or visit www.211texas.org. 

ACH Child & Family Services, Summit Program – Fort Worth
The Summit Program is a specialized, urgent mental-health care 
program providing crisis intervention and stabilization for young people 
between 10 and 17 years old. To get help, call 817-909-1171. For more 
information, visit https://achservices.org/summit. 

El Paso Human Services – PRIDE Center
The PRIDE Center provides food, case management, access to education 
and financial aid planning, employment assistance, resources for affordable 
housing, LGBTQIA+ resources, mental health and substance use resources 
and referrals, and access to computers and internet for current and former 
foster youth between 16 and 25 years old. To get help, call 915-533-
4200 or visit the PRIDE Center at 820 Montana Ave in El Paso. For more 
information, visit www.elpasohumanservices.org/pride-center. 

Montrose Grace Place – Houston
Montrose Grace Place provides food, clothing, toiletries, mentorship, 
activities, and skills building for young people of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities between 13 and 24 years old. They meet every 
Monday and Thursday at 6pm at 2515 Waugh Drive in Houston. For more 
information, call 832-239-0824 or visit www.montrosegraceplace.org. 

Out Youth – Austin 
Out Youth serves Central Texas LGBTQIA+ young people and their allies 
with programs and services that promote their educational, mental, 
emotional, physical, and social development. They serve young people 
between 12 and 18 years old, in addition to adults of all ages. They are 
located at 909 East 49th ½ Street in Austin. For more information about 
their specific programs, call 512-419-1233 or visit www.outyouth.org. 

http://www.211texas.org
https://achservices.org/summit
http://www.elpasohumanservices.org/pride-center
http://www.montrosegraceplace.org
http://www.outyouth.org


Resource Center, Youth First – Dallas 
Youth First provides support groups, social programming, creative 
workshops (art, writing, dance, etc.), and behavioral health services for 
LGBTQIA+ young people and their allies between 12 and 18 years old. 
They are located at 5750 Cedar Springs Road in Dallas. To get help, call 
214-540-4471. For more information, visit  
www.rcdallas.org/what-we-do/community/youth-first. 
 
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services Transition 
Centers – Statewide 
Transition centers provide employment assistance, training, educational 
support, access and referrals to community partners and resources, 
and various transitional living services such as PAL classes, job search 
and job readiness classes, food and housing assistance, and counseling. 
They serve current and former foster youth, young people experiencing 
homelessness, and other young people in need of such services. To find 
your local transition center, visit www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/
Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/transition_centers.asp. 

http://www.rcdallas.org/what-we-do/community/youth-first
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/transition_centers.asp
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/transition_centers.asp
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Endnotes

1    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 51.13(a) (2020). 
2      Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 51.03(a) (2020) (includes the driving, flying, boating, or 

amusement ride, and the assembly of an amusement ride while intoxicated).
3    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.04(d)(3) (2020); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.04(q) (2020). 
4   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.258(c) (2020).
5    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.261 (2020).
6   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 52.01(b) (2020).
7    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 51.02(2)(A) (2020) (Texas defines a child as “a person who is 

ten years of age or older and under 17 years of age.”).
8    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.007(h) (2020) (the juvenile court may make the following 

information public: your name, description, a photograph, and a description of the 
conduct that was alleged); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.008 (2020) (most law enforcement 
records relating to a child are confidential and kept separate from adult records.); Tex. 
Fam. Code ann. § 58.307 (2020).

9    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.007(b) (2020) (probation, prosecutor, and court records); Tex. 
Fam. Code ann. § 58.005(a-1) (2020) (facility records); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.002 
(fingerprint and photograph files). 

10    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.007(b) (2020) (probation, prosecutor, and court records); Tex. Fam. 
Code ann. § 58.005(a-1) (2020) (facility records); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.007(b-1) (2020) 
(You can access the court records related to your juvenile court case for the “purpose 
of preparing and presenting a motion or application to seal the records.”); Tex. Fam. Code 
ann. § 58.0052(b) (2020) (allows agencies to share their records with one another). 

11   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.007(b)(8) (access to probation, prosecutor, and court 
records); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.005(a-1) (2020) (access to facility records).

12   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.007(h) (2020); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.106(c) (2020) 
(Information from the juvenile justice information system can be released if you 
escape from custody.); Tex. Fam. Code ann. §58.106(d) (2020) (Information from 
the juvenile justice information system can be released if you are alleged to have 
committed certain felony offenses and fled from arrest.).

13   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.007(h) (2020); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.106(c) (2020). 
14   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.04(d)(3) (2020); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.04(q) (2020). 
15   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.008(c) (2020).
16    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.008(d)(5) (2020) (schools can access law enforcement 

records); Tex. Fam. Code ann. §58.306 (2020) (schools can access law enforcement 
records even if child is not charged with delinquent conduct, status offense, or 
fineable only offense).

17     Tex. Fam. Code ann. §§ 54.042, 54.047(c)(2) (2020); Tex. Transp. Code ann. § 
521.345 (2020).

18    Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.005 (2020); see Public Sex Offender Registry Search, 
Tex, dep’T pub. SaFeTy, https://publicsite.dps.texas.gov/SexOffenderRegistry/Search 
(last visited Apr. 29, 2021). 

19   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.106(a)(2) (2020).
20   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.258(c) (2020).

https://publicsite.dps.texas.gov/SexOffenderRegistry/Search
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21    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.2551 (2020).
22   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.253 (2020). Please be advised that even though state law 

allows for a sealing process to happen automatically when you turn 19, you cannot 
currently rely on this happening. Many counties in Texas are not following that 
sealing protocol, for a variety of reasons. The best practice is to file an application 
to seal as soon as you become eligible. 

23    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.256(a) (2020).
24    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.256(c)(1) (2020).
25     Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.256(c) (2020); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.256(d) (2020); Tex. 

Fam. Code ann. § 53.045 (2020) (offenses eligible for determinate sentencing).
26    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.256(b) (2020).
27   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.256(b)(4) (2020).
28   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.256(e) (2020).
29   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.258(c) (2020).
30   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.261 (2020).
31   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.260 (2020); Tex. penal Code §12.42 (2020).
32   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.01(e)(5) (2020); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.02(o)(3) (2020). 
33    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.007(g) (2020); Tex. Fam. Code ann. §51.031 (2020). 
34    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 51.13 (2020) (under certain circumstances, a felony 

adjudication can be considered a felony conviction under Penal Code 12.42 and 
12.425 for sentencing in adult criminal court).

35   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 58.007(g) (2020).
36    Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 15.27(a) (2020).
37   Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 15.27(b), (g) (2020). 
38    Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 15.27(b) (2020).
39   Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 15.27(c) (2020). 
40    Tex. eduC. Code ann. § 37.006 (2020); Tex. eduC. Code ann. §37.007(b) (2020).
41    Tex. eduC. Code ann. § 37.007(a) (2020). 
42   Tex. eduC. Code ann. § 37.009(a) (2020).
43    See generally 20 U.S.C. § 1400 (2010).
44    Tex. eduC. Code ann. § 37.009(b) (2020).
45      Tex. eduC. Code ann. § 37.009(c) (2020).
46    Tex. eduC. Code ann. § 37.009(e) (2020).
47    Tex. eduC. Code ann. § 37.009(f) (2020).
48   Tex. eduC. Code ann. § 37.011(a-4) (2020).
49   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 51.13(a) (2020).
50    Explore Colleges, Common app, https://www.commonapp.org/explore/ (last visited Apr. 30, 

2021).  
51    Lindsay McKenzie, Common App Ditches High School Discipline Question, inSide HigHer 

ed. (Oct. 5, 2020), https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2020/10/05/
common-app-stop-asking-students-about-their-high-school-disciplinary.

52    See 20 U.S.C. § 1091(r) (2015); Students with Criminal Convictions Have Limited 
Eligibility for Federal Student Aid, Fed. STudenT aid, https://studentaid.gov/understand-
aid/eligibility/requirements/criminal-convictions.

53    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 51.13(a) (2020).
54   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 51.13(a) (2020).
55     See generally 32 C.F.R. § 66.6 (2016) (listing the military’s basic enlistment rules).
56     32 C.F.R. § 66.6(b)(8)(iii) (2016).

https://www.commonapp.org/explore/
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2020/10/05/common-app-stop-asking-students-about-their-high-school-disciplinary
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2020/10/05/common-app-stop-asking-students-about-their-high-school-disciplinary
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/criminal-convictions
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/criminal-convictions
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57    See 32 C.F.R. § 66.3 (2016); dep’T oF THe army, reg. 601-210, regular army & reserve 
ComponenTs enlisTmenT program 14 (Aug. 31, 2016) (providing examples of how the 
military views sealed or expunged cases).

58   8 U.S.C. § 1227(a)(2) (2008); 8 U.S.C. § 1182(a)(2) (2013). 
59    Living in the United States: A Guide for Immigrant Youth, immigranT legal rsCh. CTr.,  

www.ilrc.org/living-united-states-guide-immigrant-youth (last visited Apr. 30, 2021).
60   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 51.13(a) (2020).
61    42 U.S.C. § 1396a(a)(84)(A) (2019).
62   24 C.F.R. § 966.4(I)(5)(i)(B), (I)(5)(iii) (2017).
63    24 C.F.R. § 982.553(a)(1)(ii)(C)-(a)(2)(i) (2016); 24 C.F.R. § 960.204(a)(3)-(4) (2017).
64   42 U.S.C. § 1437d(k) (2013).
65   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 51.13(a) (2020).
66    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.048 (2020).
67   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.0462 (2020); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.061 (2020). 
68   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.06 (2020).
69    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.041 (2020); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.047(f) (2020).
70   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.07 (2020).
71   Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.0481 (2020). 
72    Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.001(5) (2020) (lists offenses for which you would 

have to register). 
73    Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.351 (2020); Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.352 

(2020).
74   Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.352(c) (2020).
75   Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.054 (2020). 
76    Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.051(e) (2020).
77    Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.001 (2020); Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 

62.101(c) (2020). 
78   Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.005 (2020); see Public Sex Offender Registry Search, 

Tex, dep’T pub. SaFeTy, https://publicsite.dps.texas.gov/SexOffenderRegistry/Search 
(last visited Apr. 29, 2021).

79    Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.055(a) (2020).
80   Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.057(b), (c) (2020).
81   Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.353 (2020).
82    Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.352(a) (2020).
83    Tex. Code Crim. proC. ann. art. 62.102 (2020).
84    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.042(f) (2020). 
85    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.042 (2020); Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.047(c)(2) (2020); Tex. 

Transp. Code ann. § 521.345 (2020).
86    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 54.042(c), (d), (f), (g) (2020); Tex. alCo. Bev. Code § 106.071(d)

(2) (2020).
87    Tex. Transp. Code ann. § 521.242 (2020).
88    Tex. eleC. Code ann. § 11.002 (2020).
89    Tex. gov’T Code ann. § 62.102 (2020).
90    Tex. gov’T Code ann. § 411.172(a)(13) (2020). 
91    Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 51.13(a) (2020). 
92  Tex. Fam. Code ann. § 52.01(b) (2020). 

http://www.ilrc.org/living-united-states-guide-immigrant-youth
https://publicsite.dps.texas.gov/SexOffenderRegistry/Search
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