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AGENDA 

 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21 
 
 
3:00–5:00PM OPENING SESSION 
 
  INTRODUCTION 
  Philip Inglima 
  Chair, Board of Directors | National Juvenile Defender Center 
 
  25TH SUMMIT COMMEMORATION 
  Patricia Puritz 
  Founder | National Juvenile Defender Center 
 
  WELCOME 
  Mary Ann Scali 
  Executive Director | National Juvenile Defender Center 
 
  Ebony Howard 
  Deputy Director | National Juvenile Defender Center 
 
  KEYNOTE 
  James Bell 
  Founding President | W. Haywood Burns Institute 
 
5:30–6:30PM REGIONAL MEETINGS 
 
7:00PM  NETWORKING 
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22 
 
11:00A–1:00P GENERAL SESSION 
  VIRTUAL REALITY: ADVOCATING FOR YOUTH RIGHTS IN CYBER COURTS 

 
Michelle Duprey 
Staff Attorney | Council for Children’s Rights 
 
Dr. Antoinette Kavanaugh 
Lecturer, Feinberg School of Medicine | Northwestern University 
 
Douglas Keith 
Counsel, Democracy Program | Brennan Center for Justice 

 
SCOTUS CASELAW UPDATE 

  Angela Vigil 
  Partner & Executive Director, Pro Bono Practice | Baker & McKenzie 

 
1:00–2:00PM BREAK 
 
2:00–3:30PM  WORKSHOP BLOCK 1 

• Decriminalizing Disability: Creative Strategies for Advocating for Court-Involved Youth with 
Disabilities  
Tayo Belle, Jessica Gingold, Regina Smith, Marlies Spanjaard 
 

• Looking Inward: Developing an Anti-Racist Perspective to Youth Defense 
Jamie Bennett, Melanie Roberts, Reyna Rollolazo, Sara Zier 
 

• Walk the Walk, Talk the Talk: How Behavior & Language Impact Young People in Juvenile Court 
Eduardo Ferrer, Judge Ramona Gonzalez, Michelle Mbekeani 

 
3:30–4:30PM BREAK 
 
4:30–6:00PM WORKSHOP BLOCK 2 

• Defiance or Civil Disobedience: The Youth Defender’s Role Advocating for Today’s Freedom Fighters  
Dulcineia Goncalves, Eva Jellison, Brittany Mobley, Melanie Roberts 
 

• Honoring Client Experiences: Trauma-Informed & Client-Centered Narratives 
Michelle Callari, Kameron Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Zaide Noel, Kristen Rome, Dr. Keisha Ross, Dr. 
Steven Thorne, Dr. Jameca Woody Cooper 
 

• How To Be An Incremental Abolitionist 
Eldra Jackson III, Kristina Kersey 

 
6:30PM  DEFENDER AFFINITY GROUPS & NETWORKING  
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23 
 
11A–12:30PM WORKSHOP BLOCK 3 

• Gettin’ Techy Wit It 
Alaina Faust, Melanie Foote, Ray Ibarra 
 

• Handling Pandemically Delayed Criminal & Delinquency Cases 
Randy Hertz 
 

• Representing Transgender Youth & Conversations with Clients About Identity 
Connor Barusch, Currey Cook, Melanie Roberts, Sruti Swaminathan 

 
12:30–1:30PM BREAK 
 
1:30–3:00PM WORKSHOP BLOCK 4 

• Data for Defenders: How to Utilize Data in Practice & Policy 
Nicole Duncan, Jenny Egan, Melissa Sickmund 
 

• Highs & Lows of Marijuana Advocacy 
Laura Cohen, Sharif Deveaux, DeVaughn Ward 
 

• Rebalancing the Scales Against Hefty Charges  
Sasha Garcon, Katie Hurley, Elizabeth Jones 
 

3:00–4:00PM BREAK 
 
4:00–6:00PM GENERAL SESSION & CLOSING 

RAGE OF INNOCENCE: A CONVERSATION ABOUT AMERICA’S CRIMINALIZATION OF BLACK YOUTH 
 

Kristin Henning 
Agnes N. Williams Research Professor, Director | Georgetown Law Juvenile Justice Clinic & Initiative 
 
Ebony Howard 
Deputy Director | National Juvenile Defender Center 

 
  Theo Shaw 
  Staff Attorney | Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia 
 
  ROBERT E. SHEPHERD JR. AWARD PRESENTATION 
 

CLOSING 
Mary Ann Scali 

  Executive Director | National Juvenile Defender Center 
 

6:00PM  SUMMIT ADJOURNS / NETWORKING 
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 

GENERAL SESSIONS 
 
 
Virtual Reality: Advocating for Youth Rights in Cyber Courts 
Michelle Duprey, Dr. Antoinette Kavanaugh, Douglas Keith 

The future’s made of virtual insanity now 
Always seem to, be governed by this love we have 

For useless, twisting, our new technology 
Oh, now there is no sound—for we all live underground 

When Jamiroquai released “Virtual Insanity” 25 years ago, he couldn’t have known about the pandemic. 
But, prophetically, we are now twisting in our new technology, and we must learn to advocate for and 
effectively represent youth in this new normal. In this session, participants will explore data and 
empirical research on the use of virtual hearings, hear tips on advocacy from a front-line defender, and 
learn how to ensure hearings are designed for young clients’ involvement and comprehension. 
 
 
Rage of Innocence: A Conversation about America’s Criminalization of Black Youth 
Kristin Henning, Ebony Howard, Theo Shaw 
Black adolescence has long been under attack in America, and discriminatory and aggressive policing has 
socialized a generation of Black teenagers to fear, resent, and resist the police. This session will use 
Professor Kristin Henning’s book, Rage of Innocence: How America Criminalizes Black Youth, as the basis 
for a conversation about the ways race and bias impact the lives of Black youth in America and the long-
term consequences of racism Black youth experience at the hands of the police and their vigilante 
surrogates. 
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WORKSHOP BLOCK 1 
Friday, October 22 

2:00pm – 3:30pm ET 
 
 
Decriminalizing Disability: Creative Strategies for Advocating for Court-Involved Youth with 
Disabilities  
Tayo Belle, Jessica Gingold, Regina Smith, Marlies Spanjaard 
Youth of color with disabilities are overrepresented in the juvenile legal system, and effective education 
advocacy can be a tool for preventing misincarceration. In this session, participants will learn to identify 
common education issues that arise when representing young people in the juvenile legal system and, 
using a case example, will brainstorm creative disability rights advocacy strategies that can be employed 
throughout a delinquency case, from policing through sentencing and reentry. The session will also 
examine the educational challenges of youth in correctional settings and who transition among multiple 
settings, and discuss how defenders can engage with disability rights attorneys and Protection and 
Advocacy organizations to enhance their advocacy on behalf of youth with disabilities. 
 
Looking Inward: Developing an Anti-Racist Perspective to Youth Defense 
Jamie Bennett, Melanie Roberts, Reyna Rollolazo, Sara Zier 
Organizations and agencies across the country are making commitments to anti-racism, and while each 
journey is unique, every organization is grappling with similar questions. What does is it mean to be 
“anti-racist”? Where do we begin? What steps do we take? In this workshop, participants will explore 
these and other questions through the lens of the anti-racist journeys taken by TeamChild, a civil legal 
aid firm in Washington, and Juvenile Defenders Dismantling Racism, a committee in Massachusetts’ 
Youth Advocacy Division. Presenters will invite discussion about the challenges and successes their 
organizations have experienced and offer concrete steps to incorporate anti-racism into any 
organization’s youth defense work. 
 
Walk the Walk, Talk the Talk: How Behavior & Language Impact Young People in Juvenile Court 
Eduardo Ferrer, Judge Ramona Gonzalez, Michelle Mbekeani 
Juvenile court can lead to embarrassing, confusing, and traumatic experiences for youth. The court 
process can be difficult for youth to navigate, and their responses may be interpreted as aggressive or 
disrespectful by adult stakeholders. Implicit biases that we all possess exacerbate the flawed 
perceptions of youth in these situations. Youth defenders can play a pivotal role in improving 
understanding between young people and adult stakeholders and can help establish standards of using 
language in juvenile court that is affirming of adolescents’ dignity and value. In this workshop, 
panelists—including a juvenile court judge, prosecutor, and youth defender—and participants will walk 
through the processes of better interpreting young people’s feelings from their behavior, translating the 
experiences of young people for court stakeholders, and establishing language norms in juvenile court 
that use dignifying language. 
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Workshop Block 2 

Friday, October 22 
4:30pm – 6:00pm ET 

 
 
Defiance or Civil Disobedience: The Youth Defender’s Role Advocating for Today’s Freedom Fighters  
Dulcineia Goncalves, Eva Jellison, Brittany Mobley, Melanie Roberts 
Ever present in social justice movements are tense interactions between law enforcement and impacted 
adolescents. As our country continues to grapple with systemic racism, young people and police 
continue to clash, with negative results for youth. Police are often confrontational, aggressive, and 
violent with Black, Latinx, and other youth of color—particularly when they perceive youth as 
disrespectful or oppositional. At the same time, acts of perceived defiance by adolescents are often 
instances of civil disobedience and a rejection of racist policing practices. As youth defenders, we must 
advocate for and with young people who find themselves involved in the legal system because of their 
acts of innovative protest. This session will explore how youth defenders can litigate cases resulting 
from tense police interactions in a manner that honors youth protest and holds police accountable 
within the legal system for oppressive treatment of young people. 
 
Honoring Client Experiences: Trauma-Informed & Client-Centered Narratives 
Michelle Callari, Kameron Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Zaide Noel, Kristen Rome, Dr. Keisha Ross, Dr. Steven 
Thorne, Dr. Jameca Woody Cooper 
It is an honor and a privilege to work with our clients to tell their stories to the court. In this session, 
participants will learn to not only deliver facts but also share a client-driven, strengths-based narrative 
that details their client’s history and possible motivations for their behavior. Bring a case of your own, 
and partner with a defender and team of experts to develop a narrative. Explore methods to be not only 
trauma-informed but also trauma-focused, and to manage the consequences that can have for both 
clients and defenders. 
 
How To Be An Incremental Abolitionist 
Eldra Jackson III, Kristina Kersey 
Are electronic monitors the new shackles? Should we reform youth prisons or close them? Does the 
solution lie in either, both, or neither? Join our panel of activists to discuss the role youth defenders can 
play in advancing a movement to defend youth freedom. Participants will hear from empowered young 
people who have spent time in youth prisons and explore what we can we learn from the political 
movements of the 1960s in our quest to become incremental abolitionists today. 

  



2021 JUVENILE DEFENDER LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 

7 

WORKSHOP BLOCK 3 
Saturday, October 23 

11:00am – 12:30pm ET 
 
 
Gettin’ Techy Wit It 
Alaina Faust, Melanie Foote, Ray Ibarra 
As courts and our advocacy work continue to operate remotely, we have had to learn a new normal in 
the virtual world. However, this was not a class in law school. Join us for a hands-on tech tutorial and 
leave with the power to navigate Zoom and Teams like a millennial and the knowledge of how iPads and 
apps can help with client communication. In this workshop, attendees will have an opportunity to learn 
everything from breakout rooms, checklists, and instructional videos for clients, to whiteboard, shared 
screens for enhanced collaboration, and even how to change the time on your VCR. 
 
Handling Pandemically Delayed Criminal & Delinquency Cases 
Randy Hertz 
This workshop will focus on the issues defenders are confronting as criminal and delinquency cases 
delayed by the pandemic are filed by the prosecution after a long delay or are returned to the trial 
calendar after having been adjourned for a substantial time. Participants will explore speedy trial claims, 
sanctions against the prosecution for loss or deterioration of evidence, blocking prosecutorial attempts 
to use out-of-court statements to substitute for prosecutorial witnesses who have gone missing, using 
the “missing witness” inference against the prosecution and blocking its use against the defense, and 
confrontation clause arguments if the prosecution seeks to use Zoom or other remote-viewing 
technology to present a witness’s testimony and/or if a prosecutorial witness wears a mask while 
testifying. 
 
Representing Transgender Youth & Conversations with Clients About Identity 
Connor Barusch, Currey Cook, Melanie Roberts, Sruti Swaminathan 
As youth defenders, it is crucial that we acknowledge, affirm, and defend our clients and their identities, 
including our transgender, gender-fluid, and non-binary clients. Join us as we explore the current state 
of transgender youth rights and its impact on youth defense. Participants will discuss how to engage in 
conversations with and listen to our clients about all aspects of their identity, including their gender 
identities. Without learning about who our clients are, their transition goals, and their vulnerability to 
discrimination or violence, it is impossible to zealously advocate for outcomes that protect their safety, 
wellbeing, and dignity. We will also strategize litigating issues unique to our transgender, gender-fluid, 
and non-binary clients and learn how some of the techniques we use to better represent them can make 
us better advocates for all of our clients. 
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WORKSHOP BLOCK 4 
Saturday, October 23 
1:30pm – 3:00pm ET 

 
 
 
Data for Defenders: How to Utilize Data in Practice & Policy  
Nicole Duncan, Jenny Egan, Melissa Sickmund 
In this session, defenders will learn how to find, identify, and utilize quality data in both policy and 
practice, utilizing findings from an analysis of juvenile court data on youth born in 2000 from their first 
referral to court until they aged out. The session will include discussion of where to start looking for 
data, how to tell if it is good data, and how defenders across the country have used data effectively in 
their work to help eliminate racial and ethnic disparities in the juvenile legal system. 
 
Highs & Lows of Marijuana Advocacy 
Laura Cohen, Sharif Deveaux, DeVaughn Ward 
Is the lack of advocacy in your state for youth charged with marijuana-related offenses bringing you 
down? Tired of the smell of MJ being the basis for a search? Unsure how to start a policy conversation 
to legalize weed? Well, come feel the effects of the high as our “stoned” cold panelists detail the battle 
for decriminalization of marijuana for youth, including the fight in courts, the policy push to bring reefer 
madness, and race politics. *Dress code: Tie dye preferred*  
 
Rebalancing the Scales Against Hefty Charges 
Sasha Garcon, Katie Hurley, Elizabeth Jones 
Helping the court see beyond the charges can be difficult in serious cases. In this session, presenters will 
provide an overview of litigating serious charges through a case-planning lens, where we refocus 
decisionmakers on client-specific arguments that include adolescent development, racial (in)justice, and 
community perspectives. Participants will share their most common fears and challenges when litigating 
cases where youth face serious charges, and presenters will offer insights into successful strategies and 
frameworks for approaching, presenting, and even winning these cases. 
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FACULTY BIOS 
 
 
Connor Barusch (“Barusch”) (he/they) joined the Massachusetts Committee for Public Counsel Services 
(CPCS) in 2011, working as a trial attorney in Boston at the District Court and Superior Court levels. In 
2018, he became a public defender trainer, training public defenders along with litigating his own cases. 
In 2020, Barusch became the first openly transgender or non-binary person to be accepted on the 
"murder list," being qualified to take murder cases. During law school, Barusch co-founded and worked 
at Massachusetts Transgender Legal Advocates, a free legal clinic. Before joining CPCS, they worked as a 
law clerk at the Massachusetts Appeals Court and as an associate at Kauffman Crozier LLP, an LGBT 
family law firm. Barusch loves trying cases, cooking, running, and playing board games. 
 
James Bell is the Founding President of the W. Haywood Burns Institute, which has worked in more than 
200 counties in 23 states to engage justice stakeholders and communities to build equity in the 
administration of justice. He has trained thousands of human services professionals and community 
members on race, ancestry, and inclusion as a necessary and vital component of the delivery of safety 
for all communities. James is currently working with San Francisco, Los Angeles, St. Paul, and Toledo in 
reimagining services for families and communities impacted by the justice sector. He has authored 
sections of published anthologies on intersections of justice and education, health, and family 
disruption, and is currently working on a manuscript to be released in 2021. (James was also the keynote 
speaker at NJDC’s first Juvenile Defender Leadership Summit in 1997 in Chicago!) 
 
Tayo Belle (she/her) is a Senior Staff Attorney at School Justice Project, where she represents court-
involved young people aged 17–22 with special education needs. Tayo works to mitigate the 
consequences of the juvenile and criminal legal systems by using special education laws to promote 
education over incarceration. She also works on SJP’s systemic advocacy efforts, aimed at improving 
correctional education, increasing access to special education attorneys in criminal court, and 
advocating for effective special education implementation. Tayo holds a BA from The Ohio State 
University and a JD from Northeastern University School of Law. 
 
Jamie Bennett is the Attorney in Charge of the Worcester County Youth Advocacy Division in the 
Massachusetts Public Defenders Office. She has worked for the Massachusetts Public Defender’s office 
for 15 years and has been co-chair of the Worcester County Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative 
(JDAI) for seven years, earning a Standing Ovation Award in 2019 for creating diversion programs. Jamie 
is a member of the Juvenile Defenders Dismantling Racism (JDDR) Steering Committee and head of the 
Know Your Rights subcommittee; a friend of the board of the Massachusetts Society for a World Free for 
Sexual Harm by Youth (MASOC), whose mission is to ensure that children with problematic sexual 
behaviors live healthy, safe, and productive lives; and a Board Member for Legendary Legacies of 
Worcester, which offers men aged 17-24 positive role models and skills. 
 
Michelle B. Callari is a youth defender with the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender’s Essex 
Juvenile Region. She has specialized in delinquency representation her entire career and has been 
successful at countless bench trials, including homicide and sexual assault. Michelle is co-chair of the 
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Family Engagement Subcommittee for the Essex County Council on Juvenile Justice System 
Improvement and a member of the New Jersey Council on Juvenile Justice System Improvements and 
the Supreme Court District VB Ethics Committee. She is also a member of NJDC’s Northeast Region 
Advisory Board, a graduate of JTIP Summer Academy, and a Certified JTIP Trainer. Michelle received her 
BS from Lehigh University and her JD from New York Law School. 
 
Laura Cohen is a Distinguished Clinical Professor of Law, the Justice Virginia Long Scholar, and Director 
of the Criminal and Youth Justice Clinic at Rutgers Law School. Laura also founded and directs the 
Rutgers Center on Criminal Justice, Youth Rights, and Race, teaches in both the Law School and the 
Rutgers-Newark undergraduate College of Arts and Sciences, and serves on New Jersey’s Task Force on 
the Continued Transformation of the Youth Justice System. She served as the due process expert to the 
DOJ’s Civil Rights Division’s investigation of the St. Louis County, Missouri Juvenile Court and as Deputy 
Court Monitor in a federal class action challenging conditions of confinement in Puerto Rico’s prisons. 
Laura’s legal scholarship explores topics ranging from juvenile justice and parole to legal ethics and 
lawyering theory, with a particular focus on the legal representation of adolescents. 
 
Currey Cook is the Director of the Youth in Out-of-Home Care Project at Lambda Legal, where he 
advocates on behalf of LGBTQ+ youth and youth living with HIV in child welfare systems, in juvenile 
justice settings, and experiencing homelessness. He works at both state and federal levels to achieve 
systemic reform through litigation, proactive law and policy development, and training for professionals. 
Prior to joining Lambda, Currey spent 12 years with the Office of Public Advocacy (OPA) in Anchorage, 
Alaska, first as a youth defense attorney and guardian ad litem and later as supervising attorney of 
OPA’s Child Advocacy Section. He also served as Co-Director of the Bronx office of The Children’s Law 
Center New York. 
 
Sharif Deveaux is an Assistant Public Defender with the Wake County Public Defender’s Office in North 
Carolina. He began working in the Juvenile Division in 2012 and continues to represent youth in 
delinquency court and adults in criminal court. Sharif is the Chair of the Wake County Juvenile Crime 
Prevention Council, which is responsible for providing funding and oversight to juvenile service providers 
in Wake County. Sharif earned his JD from North Carolina Central University School of Law in 2010. 
 
Nicole Duncan works for the Denver County Public Defender’s Office in the juvenile division. She 
advocates daily for youth clients facing disparate treatment in Denver courts, facing the potential of 
transfer to adult court, and automatically charged as adults via direct file. Nicole is a 2016 Loyola Law 
School of Los Angeles grad and was named Colorado Juvenile Defender of the Year in 2021 by the 
Colorado Juvenile Defender Center. She is a 2021 class member of the Ambassadors for Racial Justice 
Program—sponsored by Georgetown Law’s Juvenile Justice Initiative and NJDC—for defenders 
committed to challenging racial injustice in the juvenile legal system. Nicole wants to use her voice to 
disrupt and challenge everything that says that because of race alone, certain kids’ lives don’t matter. 
 
Michelle Duprey has been a staff attorney at Council for Children’s Rights since 2018, becoming Director 
of Children’s Defense in 2019. Before joining the Council, Michelle was an appellate attorney at the 
Legal Aid Society of New York City in the juvenile rights practice. Prior to that, she was a trial attorney 
for juvenile defense for five years. Originally from upstate New York, Michelle relocated to Charlotte 



2021 JUVENILE DEFENDER LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 

11 

with her family for a better quality of life. She is a magna cum laude graduate of SUNY Albany with a BA 
in political science and is a cum laude graduate of Albany Law School. 
 
Jenny Egan is the Chief Attorney in the Juvenile Division of the Maryland Office of the Public Defender in 
Baltimore City. Prior to serving as a public defender, Jenny was a fellow at the National Women's Law 
Center and the Advocacy Coordinator for the ACLU's National Security Project. Jenny is a graduate of the 
University of Michigan Law School and Smith College. 
 
Alaina Faust is a Training Development Specialist with the Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy, 
where she is responsible for the agency’s social media and website and assists with training on 
technology and training designed for administrative professionals. Alaina joined DPA in 2019 as an 
AmeriCorps VISTA, where she collaborated on data-related projects. In 2020, she became the Program 
Coordinator for a COVID-19-related grant, gathering and analyzing data on the pandemic’s impact on 
client access to courts and counsel. She then launched a pilot project to bring technology to a Kentucky 
county to address client-access issues identified through data analysis. In 2021, the project expanded to 
provide iPads to jails throughout the Commonwealth. Alaina is a graduate of Berea College and the 
University of Kentucky. 
 
Eduardo Ferrer serves as Policy Director of the Georgetown Juvenile Justice Initiative, advocating to 
improve the DC juvenile legal system, and as a Visiting Professor in the Georgetown University Law 
Center, supervising students in the Juvenile Justice Clinic. He is also a Certified JTIP Trainer and conducts 
training for youth defense attorneys across the country. Prior to joining Georgetown, Eduardo was a 
founding member of DC Lawyers for Youth (DCLY), a DC-based action tank dedicated to making DC’s 
juvenile justice system the smallest and best system in the country, where he was chiefly responsible for 
carrying out the organization’s research, advocacy, and direct representation work. 
 
Melanie Foote is the Education Branch Manager for the Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy. 
Melanie first joined DPA’s Adult Post Conviction Branch in 2007, where she represented adult clients on 
claims of ineffective assistance of counsel, mistake in the proceedings, and claims of actual innocence, 
then moved to the Education and Strategic Planning Branch in 2015, where she assists in educating the 
community on issues related to criminal law. Prior to joining DPA, Melanie worked for the Kentucky 
Innocence Project. A member of New York and Kentucky State Bars, she received her undergraduate 
degree from the University of California, San Diego and her JD from Brooklyn Law School. 
 
Sasha Garcon is an Assistant Public Defender in the youthful defendant unit in Baltimore City, Maryland, 
where she advocates for young people facing waiver to adult court, transfer back to juvenile court, and 
their ensuing cases. Sasha has been with the Maryland Office of the Public Defender since 2014, starting 
as a JD Distinguished Fellow and later transitioning to an Assistant Public Defender. Sasha is skilled in 
litigation, motions practice, mitigation, and building client relationships. She graduated from the 
University of Maryland College Park as a Dean’s Scholar in 2011 and from American University 
Washington College of Law in 2014. 
 
Jessica Gingold is an education attorney in the Decriminalizing Disability: Education Justice Project at 
Equip for Equality (EFE). Before joining EFE in August 2020, Jessica was a staff attorney at Lawndale 



2021 JUVENILE DEFENDER LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 

12 

Christian Legal Center, where she defended youth and emerging adults in juvenile and adult courts. Prior 
to that, she was a Prettyman Fellow at Georgetown Law, where she managed adult and juvenile cases 
and supervised third-year law students. While at the University of Michigan Law School, Jessica helped 
found an interdisciplinary student organization that provided advocacy for K-12 students facing 
disciplinary proceedings. Jessica attended the National Criminal Defense College, is a Certified JTIP 
Trainer, and was a 2020 NJDC Racial Justice Ambassador. 
 
Dulcineia “Duci” Goncalves is the Attorney in Charge of the Youth Advocacy Division (YAD) Quincy 
Office of the Committee for Public Counsel Services (CPCS). Duci began her work at the YAD Roxbury 
Office in 2005, where she represented youth in delinquency and youthful offender matters in the 
Dorchester, West Roxbury, and Boston Juvenile Courts. From 2010-2011, she worked as a staff attorney 
at Suffolk University School of Law’s Juvenile Justice Center, supervising law students representing youth 
in the Boston Juvenile Court and assisting in the teaching of the Juvenile Defender Clinical Class. Duci is a 
member of the CPCS Equity and Inclusion Working Group and YAD’s Juvenile Defenders Dismantling 
Racism Steering Committee. 
 
Judge Ramona A. Gonzalez has been serving as a State of Wisconsin Circuit Judge since 1995. She is a 
leading expert on family law issues, specializing in national and international matters relating to child 
abduction, unaccompanied minors and immigration, LGBTQ+ youth, and domestic violence. Judge 
Gonzalez served on the Wisconsin Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force and is a member of the Wisconsin 
Judicial Committee on Child Welfare and the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, Advisory 
Council of Juvenile Justice. She is also a member of NJDC’s Judicial Council, Association of Family and 
Conciliation Courts, American Judges Association, and the National American Indian Court Judges 
Association. Born in the Dominican Republic, Judge Gonzalez was the first foreign-born NCJFCJ 
president. 
 
Kristin Henning is co-director of the Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center and the Blume Professor of 
Law and Director of the Juvenile Justice Clinic and Initiative at Georgetown Law, where she supervises 
law students and represents youth accused of delinquency in the DC Superior Court. Kris previously 
served as Lead Attorney for the Juvenile Unit at the Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia. 
She writes extensively about race, adolescence, and policing, including her book, THE RAGE OF INNOCENCE: 
HOW AMERICA CRIMINALIZES BLACK YOUTH (released date Sept. 2021) and her articles such as The 
Reasonable Black Child: Race, Adolescence and the Fourth Amendment. Kris partners with NJDC to offer 
JTIP Summer Academy, the Racial Justice Training Series, Ambassadors for Racial Justice, and Racial 
Justice for Youth: A Toolkit for Defenders to the youth defense community. 
 
Randy Hertz is a member of NJDC’s Board of Directors, the Vice Dean of NYU School of Law, and director 
of the law school’s clinical program. He has been at NYU since 1985, where he teaches the Juvenile 
Defender Clinic, first-year Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, and Criminal Litigation. Before joining NYU, 
Randy worked at the Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia in the juvenile, criminal, 
appellate, and special litigation divisions. He writes in the areas of criminal and juvenile justice, is an 
editor-in-chief of the Clinical Law Review, and is co-author of Federal Habeas Corpus Law and Practice, 
Trial Manual for the Defense of Criminal Cases, and Trial Manual for Defense Attorneys in Juvenile 
Delinquency Cases. Among Randy’s many honors are the New York State Bar Association’s Howard 
Levine Award for Excellence in Juvenile Justice and Child Welfare, Equal Justice Initiative’s Award for 
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Advocacy for Equal Justice, and the American Bar Association’s Livingston Hall award for advocacy in the 
juvenile justice field. 
 
Ebony Howard is the Deputy Director for NJDC, where she works to serve youth defenders and 
advocates who seek justice for children and adolescents and provide excellence in youth defense. Prior 
to joining NJDC, Ebony was a Senior Supervising Attorney at the Southern Poverty Law Center, where 
she developed, implemented, and managed litigation and policy campaigns to combat injustice and 
systemic racism in the criminal and youth justice systems. Ebony also defended individuals charged with 
federal crimes in District Court as an Assistant Federal Public Defender in the Northern District of 
Alabama. Ebony earned her BA from Howard University Phi Beta Kappa, Magna Cum Laude and her JD 
from Georgetown Law. At Georgetown, Ebony was a student attorney in the Juvenile Justice Clinic, 
where she represented young people before the District of Columbia Superior Court. 
 
Katie Hurley is the Special Counsel for Criminal Practice and Policy at the King County Department of 
Public Defense. Katie graduated from law school in 2006 and has spent the majority of her time since 
then representing youth charged with crimes in King County Juvenile Court. 
 
Ray Ibarra is the Education Attorney Supervisor for the Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy (DPA). 
He is a faculty member of the DPA Public Defender College, where he assists with Circuit Court training, 
District Court training, Litigation Persuasion Institute, and Investigation Institute. Ray is also a founding 
member and the program coordinator of the DPA mentorship program for new attorneys. Prior to 
joining the DPA Education Branch, Ray was the Directing Attorney of the Cynthiana Trial Office and 
worked in the Covington and Newport Trial Offices. Before coming to Kentucky, Ray worked at public 
defender offices in San Diego, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, and Montgomery County, Maryland. Ray 
graduated from Georgetown Law and is a Gideon’s Promise faculty member and an alumnus. 
 
Philip Inglima is Chair of NJDC’s Board of Directors and a partner in Crowell & Moring's White Collar & 
Regulatory Enforcement Group, chair of the firm's Management Board, and a member of the firm's 
Executive Committee. He has litigated a broad range of criminal and civil matters in trial and appellate 
courts, with an emphasis on criminal frauds and parallel civil and regulatory enforcement proceedings. 
Phil frequently conducts internal investigations for corporations, with recent efforts focusing on the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, the Federal False Claims Act, procurement fraud, bribery, false 
statements, and potential environmental crimes. He has counseled companies in the development and 
implementation of compliance programs, and has guided clients through regulatory reporting and 
disclosure processes. He also has extensive experience handling congressional investigations and 
professional responsibility proceedings. 
 
Eldra Jackson III is co-executive director of Inside Circle, a healing community that builds transformative 
environments for system-involved youth and adults to heal, find purpose, and build meaningful lives of 
service. A writer and sought-after public speaker on the topics of at-risk youth advocacy, effective 
criminal justice rehabilitation, and turning around toxic masculinity, Eldra brings clarity of purpose, 
mission focus, and inspiration to his role at Inside Circle. He was an inmate at New Folsom Prison when 
he found Inside Circle and began the inner personal journey that eventually led to his release in 2014 
and his current leadership role. A living example of successful rehabilitation and re-entry, Eldra has 
dedicated his free time on the outside to serving at-risk youth, acting as a facilitator, trainer, and mentor 
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for organizations like Youth Empowerment and Goals Association, Shoulder to Shoulder, and the 
Alternatives to Violence Project. 
 
Eva Jellison is a criminal defense attorney and partner at Wood & Nathanson, LLP, where she represents 
adults and youth in post-conviction and post-adjudication matters. Recently, in Commonwealth v. 
Manolo M., she convinced the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court (SJC) to require the pre-
arraignment dismissal of all minor misdemeanors arising out of a child’s first episode of criminal 
conduct, ensuring the Commonwealth cannot simply charge a child with multiple offenses to avoid 
criminal justice reform. In Ashe A. v. Commonwealth, Eva convinced the SJC to hold that the Legislature's 
decriminalization of disturbing a grade or high school assembly applied retroactively. Eva is a board 
member of the Massachusetts LGBTQ Bar Association and was the co-chair of the Association’s 
Committee for Transgender Inclusion from 2014-2020. 
 
Kameron D. Johnson is the Chief Juvenile Public Defender for Travis County in Austin, Texas, where he 
directs an experienced group of juvenile practitioners in a client-centered, holistic practice and 
continues to practice at both the trial and appellate levels. Kameron has also served as an adjunct 
professor at the University of Texas School of Law, where he has taught juvenile law, trial advocacy, and 
appellate advocacy. A graduate of the University of Texas School of Law, Kameron is board certified in 
both juvenile and criminal law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization, and is a Certified JTIP Trainer. 
 
Sarah Johnson is the Director of Juvenile Defense and Policy for the Missouri Public Defender System, 
where she also serves as the Specialty Practices Director, overseeing the Capital, Appellate/PCR, CDU, 
and Juvenile units. In 2019, Sarah helped open the Children's Defense Team in St. Louis and Kansas City, 
a specialized team of lawyers in MSPD who represent children in Missouri. Sarah is a recipient of the 
2013 Lon O. Hocker Award and MSPD’s 2020 Defender of Distinction. Sarah is on the board of NJDC’s 
Central Region and is on Missouri’s Juvenile Justice Advisory Board. She lives in St. Louis with her family 
and loves traveling, exploring the outdoors, and being with family. 
 
Elizabeth Jones is the Children’s Defense Team Attorney Supervisor at the Louisiana Center for 
Children’s Rights (LCCR). Before joining LCCR, Elizabeth worked as the Training and Recruitment Director 
of Gideon’s Promise, a national organization for public defender training and support. She began her 
legal career at the Orleans Public Defender before returning to her hometown of Louisville, Kentucky, 
where she started her own law firm and became an Endowed Chair in the Pan-African Studies 
Department at the University of Louisville, teaching classes on race and the law. In 2018, she completed 
a PhD in Urban and Public Affairs, studying the impact of mass criminalization on neighborhoods of 
concentrated poverty. Dr. Jones earned her JD from Georgetown Law, where she received the Juvenile 
Justice Clinic Award. 
 
Antoinette Kavanaugh, PhD, ABPP is Secretary of NJDC’s Board of Directors, is Board Certified in 
Forensic Psychology, and is a Lecturer at the Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern University. 
She is the former Clinical Director of the Juvenile Justice Division of the Cook County Juvenile Court 
Clinic, and served as a clinical professor at Northwestern University’s School of Law for ten years. Dr. 
Kavanaugh has authored several peer-reviewed articles and routinely educates lawyers and 
psychologists on issues related to adolescent development and obtaining and conducting forensic 
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evaluations. In private practice since 1999, she evaluates youth and adults for civil and criminal state 
and federal cases, has been retained in multiple Miller v. Alabama cases, and testifies regularly in state 
and federal courts. 
 
Douglas Keith is counsel in the Brennan Center’s Democracy Program, where he works to promote fair, 
diverse, and impartial courts. Previously, he was the George A. Katz Fellow at the Brennan Center, 
working on matters related to money in politics, voting rights, and redistricting. Keith’s work has been 
featured in the New York Times, Washington Post, NPR, Atlantic, Guardian, New York Daily News, 
and Huffington Post. He previously worked as a Ford Foundation public interest law fellow at 
Advancement Project, organized voting rights advocates in New York, served as an international election 
observer for the National Democratic Institute and OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights, and trained poll workers for the New York City Board of Elections. Keith is a graduate of NYU 
School of Law and Duke University. 
 
Kristina Kersey is NJDC’s Senior Youth Defense Counsel. Kristina has specialized in delinquency 
representation her entire career. Prior to joining NJDC, she was a 1st Assistant Deputy Public Defender 
with the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender, where she supervised a spirited and dedicated group 
of youth defenders in Essex County. Kristina was the trial attorney in State in the Interest of N.H., in 
which the New Jersey Supreme Court held that youth are entitled to full and complete discovery prior to 
a waiver/transfer hearing to adult court. Kristina received her BA from Rutgers College, New Brunswick 
and her JD from Georgetown Law, after which she was a judicial clerk to Lawrence M. Lawson, A.J.S.C. 
 
Michelle Mbekeani is the Senior Legal & Policy Advisor for Justice Reform in the Cook County State's 
Attorney's Office. Prior to that, Michelle was a Staff Attorney at the Shriver Center on Poverty Law, 
where she focused on police reform, voting rights, and criminal justice reform, and where she authored 
an in-depth analysis of Chicago Public Schools’ use of School Resource Officers, Handcuffs in Hallways. 
Michelle was recently appointed by Governor JB Pritzker to serve on the Illinois Juvenile Justice 
Commission, where she is Co-Chair of the Reducing Racial and Ethnic Disparities Committee and serves 
on the Commission's Executive Committee. Michelle is a Contributor for Forbes; her articles discuss 
racial issues as it pertains to Black professionals. 
 
Brittany Mobley is the Juvenile Services Program Deputy Chief in the Community Defender Division of 
DC’s Public Defender Service (PDS). Prior to PDS, Brittany was a senior attorney at the Children’s Law 
Center, representing children in the abuse and neglect system. Brittany earned her JD at Howard Law, 
where she worked as a student attorney in the Criminal Justice Clinic and as a law clerk for PDS’s 
Juvenile Services Program and the former Community Reentry Program. Brittany sits on the Protection 
and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness Advisory Council, is Vice-Chair of the Juvenile Justice 
Committee of the American Bar Association, is an advisory board member for the Mid-Atlantic Juvenile 
Defender Center, and is a founding member and National Secretary of the Black Public Defender 
Association. 
 
Zaide Noel is a Mitigation Specialist at Louisiana Center for Children's Rights, where he is part of a legal 
defense team that provides client-centered representation to children who have been or are facing 
being sentenced to die in prison. He investigates and contextualizes children’s family history, social 
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history, mental health, and childhood trauma to provide a complete narrative of their life. Zaide has a 
strong desire to eliminate institutional racism through influencing policy at the macro level and is 
passionate about helping develop African American male youth into husbands and fathers through 
mentorship, in hope of strengthening the family dynamic and community as a whole. 
 
Patricia Puritz is a child advocate and juvenile justice system expert. After stepping aside from serving as 
the founding and executive director of the National Juvenile Defender Center in 2015, Patti has worked 
as a freelancer, focusing on justice and policy issues, and also teaches at American University’s 
Washington College of Law. 
 
Melanie Roberts is the Youth Advocacy Division (YAD) Training Director for the Committee for Public 
Counsel Services (CPCS), the public defender agency of Massachusetts. Prior to becoming Training 
Director, she worked for ten years as a staff trial attorney, representing youth defendants in both 
delinquency and youthful offender proceedings. Melanie discovered her love of working with youth 
clients as a third-year law student representing youth clients in Boston Juvenile Court, as a student 
attorney in Suffolk Law School’s Juvenile Defense Clinic. Melanie is a member of YAD’s Juvenile 
Defenders Dismantling Racism steering committee and CPCS’s Racial Equity Training Team. 
 
Reyna Rollolazo (she/her) is the proud descendant of immigrants, laborers, and community advocates. 
She is the first Community Engagement and Anti-Racism Director at TeamChild in Washington State, a 
nonprofit civil legal aid program that upholds the rights of youth involved, or at risk of involvement, in 
the juvenile court system to help them secure the education, healthcare, housing, and other support 
they need to achieve positive outcomes in their lives. Reyna has been with TeamChild for five years and 
before that, graduated from the University of Washington School of Law. 
 
Kristen A. Rome is the JLWOP Legal Representation Director for the Louisiana Center for Children’s 
Rights. Upon her admission to the Louisiana Bar, Kristen opened a criminal defense practice with her 
father, where she defended both adults and youth in Orleans and surrounding parishes, with a focus on 
ending juvenile life without parole, and successfully advocated for parole eligibility in several JLWOP 
cases. Kristen holds a BA from Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia, an English Law Certificate from The 
London School of Economics and Political Science in London, England, and a JD from Loyola University 
New Orleans College of Law, where she participated in the Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic & Center for Social 
Justice as a student practitioner. 
 
Dr. Keisha Ross is a Clinical Psychologist who provides clinical services to children, adolescents, and 
adults in St. Louis, Missouri. Her specialty areas include treating and understanding complex trauma, 
racial/ethnic diversity, religion/spirituality, inclusion, and cultural competence. In addition to clinical 
work, Dr. Ross is an educator, trainer, clinical supervisor, leader and advocate, and consultant with 
subject-matter expertise in race-based stress/trauma. Dr. Ross provides local, national, and international 
trainings on diversity and inclusion, as well as expert testimony with an emphasis on the impacts of 
structural racism, implicit bias, and historical/intergenerational trauma on communities of color.  Her 
passion is decreasing stigma about mental health with focus on advocacy/empowerment in underserved 
populations. Dr. Ross earned her PhD in Clinical Psychology from Saint Louis University. 
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Mary Ann Scali serves as NJDC’s executive director, where she works with youth defenders and 
advocates dedicated to promoting justice for all children by ensuring excellence in youth defense. After 
working as a summer law clerk for NJDC in 1996, Mary Ann became the deputy director in 2000 and the 
executive director in 2017. In partnership with the NJDC team and leaders of youth defense, Mary Ann 
delivers youth defense training and technical assistance, conducts state-level youth defense 
assessments, and facilitates cross-disciplinary reform efforts aimed at developing resources and policies 
to advance youth rights, liberty, and equity. Prior to joining NJDC, Mary Ann defended young people in 
the juvenile division of the Office of the Public Defender in Baltimore, taught high school in Micronesia, 
served in the Jesuit Refugee Service in Italy, and taught at the Baraka School in Kenya. Mary Ann holds a 
JD and MSW from Loyola University Chicago where she was a CIVITAS Childlaw Fellow. 
 
Theo Shaw is an incoming Staff Attorney with DC’s Public Defender Service. Theo was one of “Jena Six,” 
a group of African American high school students wrongly arrested and jailed in Jena, Louisiana in 2006 
in a case that garnered national attention. During college, Theo interned with the Innocence Project 
New Orleans. Before law school, he worked as a client advocate for the Southern Poverty Law Center’s 
New Orleans office, where he helped challenge inhumane and violent conditions of confinement in 
prisons across Louisiana and Mississippi. While at law school, Theo was a Gates Public Service Law 
Scholar, externed for the Hon. Richard Jones of the US District Court for the Western District of 
Washington, and interned with DC PDS and Bronx Defenders. After law school, Theo clerked for Chief 
Justice Johnson of the Louisiana Supreme Court. He has spent the past two years as an E. Barrett 
Prettyman Fellow in the Criminal Defense and Prisoner Advocacy Clinic at Georgetown Law. 
 
Dr. Melissa Sickmund is Director of the National Center for Juvenile Justice, where she works to improve 
juvenile justice descriptive statistics and facilitate the use of data to support decision-making at the 
national and local levels. She oversees NCJJ’s work on several national data efforts, including the 
National Juvenile Court Data Archive, NCJJ’s longest running project; a project with the Performance-
based Standards Learning Institute to help jurisdictions improve their data related to reentry that draws 
from NCJJ’s work on the Juvenile Justice Model Data Project; and the National Juvenile Justice Data 
Analysis Program and its online Statistical Briefing Book. Melissa’s notable past projects include the 
online Desktop Guide to Good Juvenile Probation Practice, the Juvenile Justice GPS (Geography, Policy, 
Practice & Statistics) website, and a multi-state study of subsequent offending. 
 
Regina Ann Smith is the staff attorney with the Special Education and Juvenile Justice project at 
Disability Rights New Jersey. The project focuses on advocating for the educational needs of court-
involved youth who primarily live in Mercer County, NJ and accepts referrals from public defenders, 
probation officers, and members of the multi-disciplinary team. Regina also provides technical 
assistance to court stakeholders and consults with public defenders on disability-related matters. Prior 
to law school, Regina was a special education teacher for almost a decade. Through her work, she 
prioritizes training others in self-advocacy strategies and the benefits of a proper transition plan. Regina 
emphasizes collaboration and information-gathering strategies over adversarial techniques whenever 
possible. 
 
Marlies Spanjaard is the Director of Education Advocacy for the Youth Advocacy Division of the 
Committee for Public Counsel Services, the public defender agency in Massachusetts. Marlies leads the 
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EdLaw Project, which provides education advocacy to court-involved children and youth as well as 
training and technical assistance on education law to attorneys across the state. Marlies joined the 
EdLaw Project in 2001 and regularly presents on the intersection of education law and juvenile justice.  
Marlies currently serves as an adjunct professor at Boston College School of Education. She earned her 
JD and MSW at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 
Sruti Swaminathan is a staff attorney at Lambda Legal, where they advocate on behalf of LGBTQ+ youth 
through impact litigation, education, and public policy work. Prior to Lambda, Sruti spent four years 
practicing in the Litigation Department of Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP, where they spent much of their 
legal career supporting underserved populations, including LGBTQ+ people and undocumented 
immigrants. 
 
Dr. Stephen A. Thorne is a licensed psychologist in Austin, Texas, where he performs psychological, child 
custody, and forensic evaluations in a private-practice setting. He has testified in state and federal 
courts about issues including civil commitment of sex offenders, risk assessment, sexual recidivism, 
competency to stand trial, sanity, sentencing, mental retardation, trauma, psychiatric diagnoses and 
impairment, interview techniques in child sexual abuse investigations, the relationship between child 
pornography consumption and sexual offending, transfer to adult court, and child custody. Dr. Thorne 
has also co-authored journal articles and book chapters, served as a reviewer/consultant for multiple 
state agencies, taught graduate level courses in group therapy and psychological assessment, and 
supervised doctoral students in forensic psychology. 
 
Angela Vigil is the Partner and Executive Director of the Pro Bono Practice at the law firm of Baker & 
McKenzie and has an active practice in the representation of children. As manager of the firm’s pro bono 
practice, she helps lead teams on child welfare, juvenile justice, human rights, public international law, 
education issues, and representation of immigrant children and trafficking victims. Her practice and 
efforts cross multiple borders, including advocacy for street children, human rights defenders, and 
children in justice systems around the globe. Angela has been recognized with honors from many 
organizations and has led events ranging from children’s rights summits in Silicon Valley and Texas to 
hackathons on foster care and technology. 
 
DeVaughn Ward is Senior Legislative Counsel at Marijuana Policy Project, where he has played a role in 
marijuana legalization efforts in New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut. His work also covers marijuana 
reform efforts in Hawaii, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, and Georgia. Prior to his role at MPP, DeVaughn 
spent nearly a decade in legislative roles in the Connecticut State Senate, the Connecticut Department 
of Public Health, and the City of Hartford. DeVaughn also managed a civil rights-focused law practice in 
Hartford, where he is particularly proud of his work on behalf of Connecticut inmates in their battle to 
receive adequate medical care. In 2021, DeVaughn was recognized as Attorney of the Year by 
the Connecticut Law Tribune. DeVaughn earned his BA from Howard University and his JD from the 
University of Connecticut School of Law. 
 
Dr. Jameca Woody-Cooper is a counseling psychologist, educator, entrepreneur, author, and civic 
leader. She is a mental health expert with a unique perspective on the topic of race, urban mental 
health, and community intervention who has delivered keynote addresses, workshops, and papers at 
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more than 100 conferences. Dr. Woody-Cooper was awarded the Salute to Excellence in Health Care 
award by the St. Louis American newspaper in honor of her dedication to healthcare for African 
American individuals in the community and the Phenomenal Woman award from First Bank and 95.5 
The Lou. She holds a PhD in Educational and Counseling Psychology from the University of Missouri 
Columbia and is the recipient of a Fulbright Award/Fellowship in Global Health. 
 
Sara Zier is the Acting Director of Legal Services at TeamChild in Washington State, a nonprofit civil legal 
aid program that upholds the rights of youth involved, or at risk of involvement, in the juvenile court 
system to help them secure the education, healthcare, housing and other support they need to achieve 
positive outcomes in their lives. Sara has been with TeamChild for ten years, mostly providing direct 
client representation. Before that, she clerked at the Washington State Supreme Court, graduated from 
NYU School of Law, and did policy and communications work related to legal aid. Sara has engaged in 
personal and community work around anti-racism and what that looks like in practice as a white person, 
parent, community member, colleague, supervisor, and advocate. She is committed to continuing her 
learning and growing her application of values of anti-racism and youth-centeredness in her work and 
life. 
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