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Electronic Monitoring: Incarceration by Another Name 
Lauren Arroyo, Carmen Daugherty, Xochtil M. Larios, Dr. Isaiah Pickens, Kate Weisburd 
As the COVID-19 pandemic made its way across the globe and defenders pushed to get youth out of 
facilities, a common theme emerged: the use of electronic monitoring. Seen by many as a way to help 
release youth from detention facilities while maintaining public safety, electronic monitoring is just 
incarceration by another name. This session will explore the detrimental impacts electronic monitoring 
has on youth and their families, how systemic racial bias causes a disproportionate number of Black 
youth to be on electronic monitoring devices, and how defenders can challenge the overuse of 
electronic monitoring in stakeholder meetings and courtrooms. 
 
 
We Are All Civil Right Lawyers 
Alphonse Gerhardstein, Kristin Henning 
Our youth clients are regularly victims of excessive force, racially biased stops, untenable conditions of 
confinement, and even outright abuse by police or other government agents. Both on the street and in 
the system, young people’s rights are violated at individual and systemic levels. Juvenile defenders are 
civil rights attorneys, even if we don’t always think of ourselves in that way. Join us for this discussion 
between two icons of juvenile defense and civil rights about ways we all can champion our clients’ 
claims at the frontline, in ancillary civil rights actions, and at the policy level. Now more than ever, as 
proximate witnesses to these injustices, we must learn to spot issues and explore the basics of §1983 
civil rights litigation, learn how the decisions we make in the trial case can support or block future civil 
rights claims, and see how our efforts can turn us into agents of enduring transformation. 
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Defending Our Clients Effectively Despite the Pandemic 
Randy Hertz 
This workshop will focus on strategies and techniques for coping with (and, where appropriate, 
aggressively challenging) pandemic-related impediments to effective representation of our clients. The 
topics addressed will include: handling online hearings effectively, including objections to make; 
challenging adjournments and delays by judges and prosecutors even when they’re purportedly based 
on pandemic-related needs; and making a record of your objections to the systemic shortcuts and 
curtailments of rights so there will be a good appellate record. The workshop also will consider ways to 
use the current political and cultural climate to enhance our advocacy by pressing judges and 
prosecutors to face the racial biases of the juvenile legal system and the prevalence of police 
misconduct. The goal of the session will be to draw on the experiences and expertise of the audience to 
identify strategies that have been proving effective and to brainstorm ideas. 
 
Practicing Racial Justice through the Lens of Racial Trauma 
Alisa Blair, Lauren Dollar, Tiffany Sizemore, Ji Seon Song 
Racial trauma is rarely discussed in the delinquency system, but to meaningfully aid in the healing and 
rehabilitation of youth of color, an understanding of racial trauma is mandatory. Acknowledging the 
impact of racism on development will allow us to better advocate for our clients and, beyond statistics 
and disparity in treatment of children of color, we must also be able to identify the symptomatology of 
traumatized children. After establishing a working definition of racial trauma, we will talk about how to 
incorporate racial trauma into our practice and give meaning to the phrase: "public defense work is 
racial justice work." This understanding of racial trauma should manifest at all stages of practice: from 
counseling clients and families to advocating on their behalf with probation, prosecutors, and the court. 
Lastly, we will discuss how to be a better ally to the Black community in the fight for racial justice. 
 
Success, Not Supervision & Detention: Revoking Probation’s Chokehold on Youth Clients  
Pamela Jones, Patricia Soung 
In far too many jurisdictions, probation is a command-and-control approach with countless obligations, 
obstacles, and even harms to youth. Courts and probation departments use cookie-cutter approaches 
that reflect their philosophies, rather than what actually works. Probation supervision conditions and 
detention facilities designed to “fix” every problem in a youth’s life, rather than set a child up for 
success, perpetuate paternalism and racial disparities. In this session, participants will learn about large-
scale reforms in jurisdictions across the country that are actively transforming—or even defunding—
probation departments. Front-line defenders will learn arguments and approaches that apply directly to 
their advocacy in individual cases, explore non-probation disposition options that keep clients in the 
community, learn about research and caselaw governing individual probation conditions, and acquire 
new tools for reducing and fine-tuning the conditions imposed on your clients. 
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Addressing the SRO Problem: Arguments for the Courtroom & the Policy Table  
Jessica Alcantara, Michele Hall, Shobha Mahadev 
For decades, school resource officers (SROs) have been conductors that railroad young people from 
schools to the youth legal system. In far too many communities, particularly Black and Brown 
communities, teenage behavior that used to get a student sent to the principal’s office now lands the 
child in court. In this session, participants will hear from juvenile defense attorneys and policy advocates 
who are leading movements in their communities and across the country to remove SROs from schools. 
Presenters will share policy arguments and strategies for countermanding false narratives about school 
safety with evidence-based arguments on the fiscal, educational, developmental, and racial impacts of 
SROs. Participants will see how these arguments translate to the defense of individual clients, examining 
ways to raise these issues with judges so that, even if they can’t dismiss the state’s petitions, they can 
make decisions on detention, release conditions, suppression motions, and dispositions that are more 
just and appropriate. 
 
Decarceration, COVID-19, & Racial Equity 
Kristina Kersey, Maureen Pacheco, Sherika Shnider, Patricia Soung 
The COVID-19 pandemic put defenders on the front lines, fighting to protect justice-involved youth 
against undue exposure to physical and mental health harms. This session will highlight the highs and 
lows of defending youth in a few jurisdictions during the pandemic, including the racial justice issues 
involved. This interactive session will also explore the role of institutional advocates and defenders, and 
some of the barriers to collaboration in both individual case and systemic advocacy. We will brainstorm 
opportunities to collaborate, by pairing defenders with advocates in small groups, which will report back 
to the larger group on concrete goals and ideas for their home jurisdictions. This workshop is designed 
for all levels, and for an audience that includes defenders, policy advocates, and management. 
 
Trauma-Informed Practice & Advocacy 
Sarah Johnson, Keisha Ross, Ashley Williams 
This session will provide participants with a trauma-informed lens that takes into account historical and 
intergenerational trauma. Participants will learn about historical and intergenerational trauma and how 
trauma in the form of oppression is transferred to subsequent generations through biological, 
psychological, environmental, and social means, resulting in cross-generational cycles of trauma. This 
session will help juvenile defenders identify key trauma indicators in youth, talk with clients about past 
trauma, and implement a trauma-informed lens when advocating for clients at different stages of 
the court process. 
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Better was Never Good Enough: Fighting the Abusive, Faux Nonprofit Placement Industry 
Brooke Burns, Erin Palacios, Maria Ramiu 
In recent years, tragic accounts of abuse and death at children’s residential facilities—like those at Glen 
Mills School in Pennsylvania and Lakeside Academy in Michigan—have highlighted a national problem 
with out-of-home placements for youth. Rather than being a positive alternative to detention, these 
privately run placements increase children’s risk of harm and future system involvement. This workshop 
will examine the continuum of alternatives to youth incarceration and explore ways defenders can 
utilize tools and strategies (including the science behind congregate care and its harms) to advocate for 
disposition alternatives that do not include residential placement or confinement. Participants will 
explore the defender’s role in investigating and monitoring the facilities most often used by juvenile 
courts, including how to obtain and understand licensing reports or investigations and how to set 
children up for success in potential civil litigation. 
 
(In)admissibility of Rap Lyrics, Other Artistic Expression, & Social Media as Trial Evidence 
Angela Chang, Andrea Dennis 
Have you represented clients who post rap lyrics on their social media, post videos on YouTube, or 
appear in the background of a rap video made by friends? Prosecutors may treat these as confessional 
evidence, a threat, or proof of guilty intent, knowledge, or motive, even though these forms of self-
expression are often more fiction, bravado, and art than reliable truth. This workshop will help 
defenders argue against the evidentiary admissibility of rap lyrics and other types of artistic and social 
media self-expression at trial. Presenters will frame the conversation by focusing on cases from federal 
and state courts. Participants will examine the applicability of evidence rules governing relevance, 
prejudice, character, other acts, and experts; consider possible constitutional challenges, including First 
Amendment and due process; strategize ways to defend if the evidence is admitted; and leave this 
session with multi-disciplinary understandings of the poetics of rap, the history of racial narratives at 
trial, and contemporary social science demonstrating bias against rap music and lyricists. 
 
Not in the Room Where it Happens: The Effects of Virtual Technologies on Juvenile Defense  
Tim Curry, Dr. Antoinette Kavanaugh, Dr. Lindsay Long  
In most juvenile courts today, virtual hearings are the new reality. And even where they are not, remote 
counseling of clients or negotiations with stakeholders occurs much more frequently via some form of 
“mediated communication,” such as video, telephone, text, or email. In this session, participants will get 
a general overview of the current research and knowledge regarding the use of mediated technologies 
in a variety of settings and how they affect interactions differently, as compared to in-person contact. 
Presenters will help participants draw parallels to the juvenile court context and incorporate a 
developmental overlay to help conceptualize the challenges and potential gains of mediated 
communications, as well as ways to maximize beneficial communication whenever possible. Prior to 
Summit, registered participants will receive a survey asking about their experiences and concerns using 
mediated communications and remote technologies in the juvenile court context. Presenters will 
incorporate those experiences into the presentation. 
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Are You Recording?: Using Body-Worn Camera Laws & Recordings to Win Cases 
Kelsey Burgess, Aaron Clark-Rizzio, Jessica Gingold 
Jurisdictions across the country are assigning body-worn cameras to their police officers, and the 
footage collected from these cameras can be an invaluable tool for defenders. In this workshop, 
participants will explore, compare, and analyze body-camera laws and policies across the country and 
how they affect the work of defenders. We will discuss various litigation strategies—particularly motions 
to dismiss, impeachment, and gaining adverse inferences. We will analyze fact patterns and discuss how 
body-camera footage may be utilized in those scenarios. We will also examine the issues from a policy 
lens—exploring the pros and cons of body cameras, especially in light of the movement to defund the 
police and hold police accountable. 
 
Coalitions & Collaboration in Times of Crisis 
Julian Claudio Gotay, Eduardo Ferrer, Brittany Mobley, Penelope Spain 
Reality has been turned upside down by COVID-19, hurricanes, and earthquakes, crises that have 
highlighted the critical importance of post-disposition representation for youth clients. In jurisdictions 
where youth are actively represented by counsel post-disposition, many youth have been released, but 
in jurisdictions where confined youth do not have sufficient access to counsel, youth have languished in 
facilities even as infection rates have increased. Coalitions of defenders and advocacy groups in DC and 
Puerto Rico have demonstrated the efficacy of collaborations to procure the immediate release of youth 
from secure facilities and other placements, address conditions of confinement, and advocate for access 
to critical services for confined youth. This workshop will explore which methods were most effective 
during these crises, identify outstanding issues, explore why post-disposition representation is crucial to 
youth success, and discuss how to maintain the momentum created by the successful advocacy and 
work of coalitions outside of crisis. 
 
The ABCs of Special Education Advocacy 
Tony Cheng, Yasmine Tager, Randee Waldman 
This workshop offers an overview of the basic educational rights guaranteed to all youth, with a specific 
focus on youth with learning disabilities. Participants will be provided with a variety of common special 
education issues to be aware of for youth in and out of custody, potential remedies for violations of 
rights, creative ways to team up with special education attorneys, and general strategies for how to best 
support youth who may have learning disabilities during the pandemic. 


