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FACULTY BIOS 
 
 
Jessica Alcantara is a Staff Attorney in the Opportunity to Learn and Immigrant Justice programs at 
Advancement Project, where she supports Black and Latino communities on issues of the school-to-
prison pipeline and school closures, with the goal of increasing Black and Latino students’ access to 
quality, sustainable community schools. Jessica also works on the intersection of education law and 
immigration law. Jessica joined Advancement Project in 2016 as a Skadden Fellow. She earned her BA 
from Dartmouth College, her MA from Fordham University, and her JD from Columbia Law School. 
 
Laurel Arroyo is a public defender for Alameda County Public Defender’s office, where she has worked 
for 15 years in both juvenile and adult courts. Prior to becoming a lawyer, Laurel taught high school in 
the juvenile court schools and co-founded a school for expelled probation youth. She is an activist in 
several movements: to reform and reduce the use of GPS/Electronic Monitoring in juvenile court, to 
prevent the criminalization of disability, to prevent out-of-home placement in congregate care, and to 
raise the age of juvenile court. She is a Certified JTIP Trainer. 
 
Alisa Blair is an attorney with the LA County Public Defender, where she has been lead counsel in 
juvenile and adult trials and a supervisor in the juvenile division. Alisa attended UC Berkeley, where she 
majored in sociology, with an emphasis in race and ethnic relations, and minored in African American 
studies. Alisa went on to USC law school. Alisa often lectures on juvenile justice issues and the interplay 
between racial trauma and the adolescent brain.  Alisa has been published on issues of cash bail and 
race as a factor in juvenile interrogations. Alisa is Internal Vice President for PJDC. 
 
Kelsey Burgess does reentry work for people with disabilities with Equip for Equality in Chicago. Prior to 
her reentry work, Kelsey was a staff attorney at Lawndale Christian Legal Center, where she represented 
youth and emerging adults in juvenile and adult courts. She previously worked as an Assistant Public 
Defender in DuPage County, Illinois, and as a public defender at the Legal Aid Society in Queens, where 
she assisted in the development of Queens’ first court-watch program and participated in a Queens 
District Attorney Accountability Coalition. Kelsey graduated from City University of New York in 2015. 
 
Brooke Burns is Chief Counsel of the Juvenile Department of the Office of the Ohio Public Defender, 
where she spent a decade representing children in post-disposition litigation. Brooke now manages a 
team of juvenile advocates who represent children throughout Ohio in trial-level proceedings, state and 
federal appeals and post-conviction actions, and conditions of confinement. Brooke serves on a number 
of commissions focused on reducing racial and ethnic disparities in the justice system and is a member 
of the Central Juvenile Defender Center’s Regional Advisory Board, a Certified JTIP Trainer, and an 
Adjunct Professor at Capital University Law School. 
 
Angela Chang is a trial team leader in the Juvenile Division of the Hamilton County Public Defender in 
Ohio. Angela began her legal career representing the criminally accused in both misdemeanor and 
felony cases as a deputy state public defender for the Office of the Colorado State Public Defender. 
From 2010 to 2015, she focused on juvenile justice issues at the Children's Law Center, Inc., where she 
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coordinated juvenile defense trainings for hundreds of juvenile defense attorneys, worked on policy 
reforms, and provided technical assistance and support to juvenile defense attorneys in the region. 
 
Tony Cheng is the Director of the Youth Defender Clinic (YDC) at the East Bay Community Law Center 
(EBCLC). Law students in YDC represent system-impacted youth in juvenile delinquency cases and school 
discipline proceedings. Prior to joining EBCLC, Tony worked as a public defender for many years, 
litigating cases in the Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals, the federal district court for the Southern 
District of California, the San Diego County Superior Court, and the Alameda County Superior Court. In 
addition to his juvenile court experience, Tony tried nearly 40 jury trials to verdict during his public 
defender career. 
 
Aaron Clark-Rizzio is the Executive Director of the Louisiana Center for Children’s Rights (LCCR), a 
nonprofit that defends young people in Louisiana through both direct representation and policy 
advocacy. Prior to joining LCCR, Aaron was Chief of Staff and Legislative Director to New Orleans City 
Councilmember Jason Williams, where he advised Councilmember Williams on policy initiatives 
including improving the conditions of detention for youth and reforming the District Attorney’s juvenile 
transfer policy. Previously, Aaron served as a staff attorney for the Orleans Public Defenders for five 
years. He is a graduate of Vassar College and New York University Law School. 
 
Julián Claudio Gotay is the Director of Juvenile Justice and Community Programs of the Legal Aid Society 
of Puerto Rico. He has been a member of the Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center Advisory Board 
since 2014 and has been partnering with NJDC since then as a fierce advocate of juvenile justice reform 
in Puerto Rico. Julián is a professor at the Interamerican University of Puerto Rico, has written numerous 
articles about the juvenile justice system in Puerto Rico, and recently created the first post-disposition 
unit for juvenile cases in Puerto Rico. Julián received NJDC’s 2018 Robert E. Shepherd Jr. Leadership 
Award for Excellence in Juvenile Defense. 
 
Tim Curry is NJDC’s Special Counsel, where he regularly works with front-line defenders, policymakers, 
and system stakeholders across the country to help support and develop specialized juvenile defense 
practice that is developmentally appropriate, draws from national best practices, and provides youth 
with the highest-quality representation available. Before joining NJDC in 2012, Tim was the supervising 
attorney at DC Law Students in Court and an E. Barrett Prettyman Post-Graduate Fellow at Georgetown 
Law. Tim also had prior careers in journalism and international aid. He holds an LLM in Advocacy from 
Georgetown Law, a JD from American University Washington College of Law, and a BS in Broadcast 
Journalism from Syracuse University. 
 
Carmen Daugherty is the Policy Director for Youth First Initiative. In this capacity, Carmen supports 
state-based campaigns to abolish youth incarceration and invest in community centered solutions. She 
works with state groups to develop policy options, review legislation, and propose budgets, and creates 
state and national reports on youth incarceration. Before coming to Youth First, Carmen served as Policy 
Director for Campaign for Youth Justice, focused on ending the prosecution and incarceration of youth 
in the adult criminal justice system. Carmen received her undergraduate degree from Vassar College and 
her Juris Doctor from Tulane University School of Law. 
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Andrea L. Dennis is Associate Dean of Faculty Development and Martin Chair of Law at the University of 
Georgia School of Law, where she teaches criminal law, evidence, criminal procedure, and juvenile law. 
Previously, she served as an assistant federal public defender in Maryland. Her scholarship explores 
criminal and juvenile defense lawyering, race and criminal justice, and the impact of criminal justice on 
the lives of children and youth. Practitioners, courts, and media nationwide have cited her seminal legal 
article on the use of rap lyrics as criminal evidence. She is co-author of Rap on Trial (The New Press 
2019), which examines the issue in-depth. 
 
Lauren Dollar is an Assistant Public Defender with the Maryland Office of the Public Defender, Baltimore 
City, Juvenile Division, and has been with the office since July 2018. From 2013-2018, Lauren worked at 
the Georgetown Law Juvenile Justice Clinic and Initiative. Lauren was also a volunteer attorney with Law 
4 Black Lives-DC from 2015-2018. 
 
Eduardo Ferrer serves as the Policy Director of the Georgetown Juvenile Justice Initiative, advocating to 
improve the DC juvenile justice system, and as a Visiting Professor at Georgetown Law, supervising 
students in the Juvenile Justice Clinic. Prior to joining Georgetown, Eduardo was a founding member of 
DC Lawyers for Youth, a DC-based action tank dedicated to making DC's juvenile justice system the 
smallest and best system in the country. During his ten-year tenure at DCLY, Eduardo was chiefly 
responsible for carrying out the organization's research, advocacy, and direct representation work. 
 
Alphonse A. Gerhardstein is a partner in the Cincinnati law firm of Gerhardstein & Branch Co., LPA. Al 
has been an attorney for more than 40 years, focusing his practice on civil rights, including police 
misconduct, race, sex, sexual orientation and disability discrimination, prisoner rights, voting rights, and 
reproductive health issues. He was lead counsel in Obergefell v. Hodges, the U.S. Supreme Court case 
establishing marriage equality for same-sex couples in all 50 states. Al has served as lead counsel on 
numerous civil rights class actions, including one that reformed Ohio’s juvenile prisons and another that 
resulted in Cincinnati’s Collaborative Agreement, which is cited as a national model for police reform. He 
was also the founder of the Ohio Justice and Policy Center. 
 
Jessica Gingold joined Equip for Equality in August 2020, where she is an education advocate for court-
involved youth. Previously, Jessica was a staff attorney at LCLC, where she defended youth and 
emerging adults in juvenile and adult courts. Jessica was also a Prettyman Fellow in the Juvenile Justice 
Clinic at Georgetown Law, where she managed a caseload of both adult and juvenile cases, and in her 
second year taught and supervised third-year law students. Jessica received a Master’s in Education 
from Harvard University and graduated from the University of Michigan Law School. She is an 
NJDC/Georgetown JJI Racial Justice Ambassador. 
 
Michele Hall works for the Maryland Office of the Public Defender (OPD) as a juvenile defender in Prince 
George's County. As a trial attorney, she represents children prosecuted in juvenile court as well as 
children prosecuted as adults in criminal court. Michele attended Harvard Law School, where she was a 
proud member of the Harvard Legal Aid Bureau, representing indigent clients in the Boston area in 
eviction proceedings, family court, and wage theft cases. Prior to joining OPD, Michele clerked for the 
Honorable Catharine F. Easterly on the District of Columbia Court of Appeals. 
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Kristin Henning is the Director of the Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center and Director of the Juvenile 
Justice Clinic & Initiative at Georgetown Law. She was previously the lead attorney for the juvenile unit 
of the DC Public Defender Service. Kris worked closely with the MacArthur Foundation to develop the 
Juvenile Training Immersion Program (JTIP). Her practice, training, and advocacy focus on racial justice in 
the juvenile justice system, and she has published numerous articles and essays on race, adolescence, 
and policing in journals and books, including Policing the Black Man (edited by Angela J. Davis). She is co-
editor of an anthology, Race, Rights and Reform: 50 Years of Child Advocacy in the Juvenile Justice 
System. 
 
Randy Hertz is a member of NJDC’s Board of Directors, Vice Dean of NYU School of Law, and Director of 
NYU’s clinical program. Before joining NYU, he worked at the DC Public Defender Service in the juvenile, 
criminal, appellate, and special litigation divisions. Randy writes in the areas of criminal and juvenile 
justice, is editor-in-chief of Clinical Law Review, and co-authored “Federal Habeas Corpus Law and 
Practice,” “Trial Manual for the Defense of Criminal Cases,” and “Trial Manual for Defense Attorneys in 
Juvenile Delinquency Cases.” He received NYU Law School’s Podell Distinguished Teaching Award, 
Equal Justice Initiative’s Award for Advocacy for Equal Justice, the Association of American Law Schools’ 
Award for Outstanding Contributions to Clinical Legal Education, NYU’s Award for Distinguished 
Teaching, and the ABA’s Livingston Hall Award. 
 
Philip Inglima is Chair of NJDC’s Board of Directors. He is a partner in Crowell & Moring’s White Collar & 
Regulatory Enforcement Group and has litigated a broad range of criminal and civil matters in trial and 
appellate courts. Phil frequently conducts internal investigations for corporations, counsels companies 
in the development and implementation of compliance programs, and guides clients through regulatory 
reporting and disclosure processes and congressional investigations. In high-stakes, high-profile matters, 
he has achieved outstanding results for a wide variety of corporate and individual clients over the past 
25 years. An alumnus of Georgetown University’s College and Law Center, Phil remains active in the 
University community and has served as an adjunct professor at Georgetown Law.  
 
Sarah Johnson has been with the public defender system since 2009, where she has represented a mix 
of adults and youth.  In 2017, Sarah was named the Director of Juvenile Defense and Policy for the 
Missouri State Public Defender System. In 2019, Sarah helped open two juvenile-specific units, named 
the Children's Defense Team, in St. Louis and Kansas City. 
 
Pamela Jones is co-director of the New England Juvenile Defender Center and a staff attorney with the 
New Hampshire Public Defender in the Nashua Office. Pamela represents both adults and youth, but has 
focused her practice on delinquency and Miller cases. She conducts new-lawyer and other juvenile-
specific training and provides assistance and support to attorneys throughout the state. As co-director 
of the regional center, Pamela provides assistance and training to lawyers across New England. She is a 
Certified JTIP Trainer. Prior to law school, Pamela was a caseworker at a juvenile delinquency facility in 
Los Angeles. She earned her BS from Boston University and her JD from New England School of Law. 
 
Antoinette Kavanaugh, Ph.D., ABPP is a member of NJDC’s Board of Directors, Board Certified in 
Forensic Psychology, and a Lecturer at the Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern University. She 
is the former Clinical Director of the Juvenile Justice Division of the Cook County Juvenile Court Clinic 
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and served as a clinical professor at Northwestern University’s School of Law for ten years. Dr. 
Kavanaugh has authored several peer-reviewed articles and routinely educates lawyers and 
psychologists on issues related to adolescent development and obtaining and conducting forensic 
evaluations. In private practice since 1999, she evaluates youth and adults for civil and criminal state 
and federal court cases, has been retained in multiple Miller v. Alabama cases, and testifies regularly in 
state and federal courts. 
 
Kristina Kersey is Co-Director of the Northeast Juvenile Defender Center and a 1st Assistant Deputy 
Public Defender with the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender, where she supervises a spirited and 
amazing group of youth defenders in Essex County. After earning a BA from Rutgers College and a JD 
from Georgetown Law, Kristina clerked for Judge Lawrence M. Lawson, A.J.S.C. (retired). She then 
answered her calling to become a public defender. Kristina has specialized in juvenile delinquency 
representation her entire career and was the trial attorney in State in the Interest of N.H., in which the 
Supreme Court held that juveniles are entitled to full and complete discovery prior to a waiver/transfer 
hearing to adult court. 
 
Xochtil M. Larios is a Youth Justice Program Associate at Communities United for Restorative Youth 
Justice, where she brings her own innovative Youth Transformation Curriculum to detained youth, co-
facilitates Women Warrior Circles, and a is a researcher and advisor for Dream Beyond Bars. A full-time 
college student, she serves as a youth commissioner on the Alameda County Juvenile Justice 
Delinquency Prevention Commission. Xochtil served as a Fellow of the Peer-to-Peer Initiative through 
the Community Justice Network for Youth Program of the Burns Institute and was the 2018 recipient of 
the California Endowment 2018 Youth Award. 
 
Dr. Lindsay Long, Ph.D., is an expert in human factors psychology, the study of human interaction with 
technological systems. Dr. Long’s research focuses on how humans perceive, move, and interact within 
their environments, and how the capabilities and limitations of human perception, cognition, and 
physiology impact their interactions, particularly with respect to safety and safety-related behaviors. She 
has expertise in the fields of human performance and human factors, including visual and haptic (tactile) 
perception, attention and distraction, warning compliance, and the mechanics of pedestrian gait and 
falls. Dr. Long has published scientific research assessing human behavior and human factors issues in 
areas such as training and skill acquisition, perception and communications, displays and interfaces, 
unmanned devices, surgical expertise, and minimally invasive surgery, and she has experience applying 
her scientific expertise to analyses of accidents and injury, safety information, and product use. 
 
Shobha L. Mahadev is a Clinical Associate Professor of Law at the Children and Family Justice Center 
(CFJC) at Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, where she represents children and adults on offenses 
that occurred when they were youths or young adults, at the trial, appellate, and post-conviction stages. 
She also supervises students working on those cases. Shobha also serves as the project director for the 
Illinois Coalition for the Fair Sentencing of Children, overseeing policy and litigation strategy advocating 
for fair sentencing laws for children convicted of serious crimes. Shobha was the primary author of The 
Illinois Juvenile Defender Practice Notebook, a training manual for attorneys representing youth in court. 
 



2020 JUVENILE DEFENDER LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 

6 
 

Brittany Mobley (she/her/hers) is the Juvenile Services Program Deputy Chief in the Community 
Defender Division of the Public Defender Service (PDS). Prior to PDS, Brittany was a senior attorney at 
the Children’s Law Center in their Guardian ad Litem Program representing children in the abuse and 
neglect system. Brittany joined the Children’s Law Center immediately after graduating from Howard 
University School of Law. While at Howard Law, she worked as a student attorney in the Criminal Justice 
Clinic representing adults in misdemeanor cases and also as a law clerk for PDS in both the Juvenile 
Services Program and the former Community Reentry Program. 
 
Maureen Pacheco is the Trainer for the Juvenile Division of the Los Angeles Alternate Public Defenders 
Office. Maureen has spent the majority of her 33-year defender career representing youth, handling 
cases at the trial level, as a writ/appellate attorney, and in post-conviction proceedings. From 2010-
2013, Maureen was the Assistant Director at the Center for Juvenile Law and Policy, where she 
cofounded the Juvenile Innocence and Fair Sentencing Clinic. Maureen serves on the Executive Board for 
the Pacific Juvenile Defender Center and was awarded PJDC’s 2015 Juvenile Defender of the Year and 
the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s 2017 Criminal Defense Attorney of the Year. 
 
Erin Palacios is a staff attorney at the Youth Law Center. Her work seeks the critical reinvestment of 
resources required to replace punitive delinquency responses with community-based systems of care. In 
close partnership with the Young Women's Freedom Center, Erin works to support and build power for 
directly impacted people who are advocating to create and re-imagine systems. Prior to joining YLC, she 
was the project coordinator for the Youth Justice Project at Bay Area Legal Aid. Erin worked to provide 
comprehensive civil legal services to youth and address systemic barriers to long-term success. Before 
that, she was a staff attorney with The Legal Aid Society's Juvenile Rights Practice in Brooklyn. 
 
Dr. Isaiah Pickens is Assistant Director of the Service Systems Program at the UCLA-Duke National 
Center for Child Traumatic Stress, the coordinating site of the National Child Traumatic Stress Network, 
where he supports diverse national, cross-disciplinary, and collaborative efforts to make child- and 
family-service systems more trauma-informed. His research focuses on trauma-informed and culturally 
responsive programming and optimizing service utilization among underserved communities. Dr. 
Pickens, a licensed clinical psychologist, is also the founder of iOpening Enterprises, a professional 
development and media company specializing in building individuals’ and organizations’ capacities to 
use psychological science and implementation best practices. Dr. Pickens developed the Bridge Trauma-
Informed Culturally Responsive (TICR) Program, professional development for educators that provides a 
practical toolkit for managing youth traumatic stress responses in the school setting. 
 
Maria Ramiu serves as Senior Staff Attorney at the Youth Law Center, where she has worked since 1992. 
She has litigated, trained, written, and consulted on a wide range of legal and policy issues relating to 
children in the foster care and juvenile justice systems. She has served as lead or co-counsel on many of 
YLC's cases, including litigation to secure appropriate services, safe placements, and permanency for 
foster youth and safe and humane conditions of confinement for securely confined youth. Prior to 
joining YLC, Maria worked for Contra Costa Legal Services Foundation and for Drinker Biddle & Reath in 
Philadelphia. 
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Keisha Ross, Ph.D. completed undergraduate studies at Clark Atlanta University. She graduated from 
Saint Louis University with a Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology and completed an APA-accredited pre-doctoral 
internship in Clinical Psychology at St. Louis Consortium. Prior to joining the VA staff, she practiced in 
school-based, independent, community mental health and corrections settings. Dr. Ross co-leads a 
national grant focused on race-based stress/trauma (RBST). She also facilitates Minority Stress 
Resilience (MSR) Group working with Veterans of Color exposed to RBST. 
 
Mary Ann Scali is NJDC’s Executive Director, where she partners with NJDC staff, regional centers, and 
community to establish excellence in juvenile defense. Prior to joining NJDC, Mary Ann was with the 
juvenile division of the Maryland Office of the Public Defender in Baltimore City. After graduating from 
college, she spent two years teaching high school English and math in Pohnpei, Micronesia, worked at 
the Jesuit Refugee Service in Rome, Italy, and taught Baltimore City boys at the Baraka School in 
Nanyuki, Kenya. Mary Ann earned her JD and MSW from Loyola University Chicago, where she was a 
Civitas ChildLaw Scholar. 
 
Sherika Shnider is a Staff Attorney at NJDC. Sherika received her JD from the University of Maryland 
School of Law. During law school, she participated in the Youth, Education, and Justice Clinic, where she 
received the Clinical Legal Education Association Outstanding Team Award for her representation 
of youth who were sentenced to life without the possibility of parole and students in school disciplinary 
proceedings. Sherika also served as Managing Editor of the Journal of Race, Religion, Gender, and 
Class. She spent her summers with the Center for Children’s Law and Policy and as a Thurgood Marshall 
Law Clerk with the Maryland State Department of Education at the Maryland Attorney General’s Office. 
 
Tiffany Sizemore is an Assistant Clinical Professor of Law at Duquesne University School of Law, where 
she directs the Youth Advocacy Clinic. Her clinical practice focuses on dismantling the school-to-prison 
pipeline. She represents children in delinquency proceedings and school discipline and special education 
matters. Her research focuses on holistic representation in criminal and civil legal aid offices. Previously, 
Tiffany was Deputy Director of the Juvenile Division at the Office of the Public Defender in Pittsburgh 
and a trial attorney and supervisor at the Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia. Tiffany 
has conducted training on fundamentals of evidence, effective juvenile disposition advocacy, and 
fundamental trial skills training. 
 
Ji Seon Song is President of the Pacific Juvenile Defender Center and a fellow at Stanford Law 
School. For a decade, Ji Seon represented people in delinquency and criminal proceedings in DC and 
California. She also worked at NJDC and as a Prettyman Fellow at Georgetown Law’s Juvenile Justice 
Clinic. Ji Seon clerked for the late Hon. Deborah A. Batts (SDNY). She received her undergraduate and 
law degrees from Columbia University and an LLM from Georgetown. She helped found the Asian 
American Criminal Trial Lawyers Association and the Bay Area Public Defenders for Racial Justice. Ji Seon 
is the current president of the Pacific Juvenile Defender Center. 
 
Patricia Soung is an independent consultant working with the W. Haywood Burns Institute to facilitate 
stakeholders in Los Angeles in transferring the county’s juvenile justice system out of the Probation 
Department into another agency, with the goal of creating a rehabilitative, health-focused, and care-first 
system. From 2016-2020, Patricia was Director of Youth Justice Policy and Senior Staff Attorney at the 
Children's Defense Fund-California, leading its work to reform juvenile and criminal justice systems and 
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increase investments in youth development and communities. Throughout her career, Patricia has 
represented youth in juvenile trial, appellate and post-conviction matters, and taught college and law 
students. 
 
Penelope Spain is Chief Executive Officer of Open City Advocates, a nonprofit that focuses on providing 
zealous post-disposition representation to young people in the District of Columbia. She fights for youth 
to be released from secure facilities and to empower them in their own journeys. Penelope is also a 
court-appointed public defender, an Adjunct Professor at Georgetown Law, and in leadership positions 
of various local juvenile justice advisory groups. She obtained a bachelor’s degree with honors in Latin 
American Studies from the University of Chicago and her JD from American University’s Washington 
College of Law. 
 
Hank Stewart is a member of NJDC’s Board of Directors. An Emmy, Promax, and Gabby award-winning 
poet, Hank carries multiple titles: philanthropist, community leader, humanitarian, author, 
and activist. He is the founder of The Stewart Foundation, Love Jones Sundays, Five Men on a Stool, 
Hank’s Muse, and the “IT” factor. Hank has authored seven books and produced DVDs. He has 
performed for First Lady Michelle Obama, former Vice-President Al Gore, Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr., 
former Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin, Harry Belafonte, Xernona Clayton, Dr. Joseph E. Lowery, 
Ambassador Andrew Young, and the late Rev. Hosea Williams, Ruby Dee, and Johnny Cochran. Just to 
name a few.  
 
Yasmine Tager joined the East Bay Community Law Center (EBCLC) in 2019 as the inaugural Equal Justice 
America Brian Lewinstein Youth Justice Fellow. She works with EBCLC's Education Defense and Justice 
for Youth (EDJY) clinic and focuses on the rights of transition-age youth. Prior to joining EBCLC, Yasmine 
was a litigation associate at Morrison & Foerster. Yasmine is a graduate of the UC Berkeley School of 
Law, where she worked with EDJY as a clinical law student representing system-impacted youth in both 
juvenile delinquency proceedings and expulsion hearings. 
 
Angela Vigil, Partner and Executive Director of the Pro Bono Practice at the law firm of Baker & 
McKenzie, has an active practice in the representation of children. As manager of the firm’s pro bono 
practice, she helps lead teams on child welfare, juvenile justice, human rights, public international law, 
education issues, and representation of immigrant children and trafficking victims. Her practice and 
efforts cross multiple borders, including advocacy for street children, human rights defenders, and 
children in justice systems around the globe. Angela has been recognized with honors from many 
organizations and has led events ranging from children’s rights summits in Silicon Valley and Texas to 
hackathons on foster care and technology. 
 
Randee J. Waldman is Co-Director of the Southern Juvenile Defender Center and Director of the Barton 
Juvenile Defender Clinic at Emory University School of Law. In this role, she supervises law students in 
holistic representation of young people charged with delinquent and status offenses. In addition to 
representing youth in their juvenile court cases, Randee and her students also represent them in special 
education proceedings, school suspension proceedings, and other forums according to the clients’ 
needs. Randee also engages in policy work related to juvenile justice and education issues and teaches 
courses in juvenile justice and education law. 
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Kate Weisburd is an Associate Professor of Law at George Washington University Law School, where she 
teaches criminal law and criminal procedure. Kate's research focuses on purported alternatives to 
incarceration, including emerging and varied forms of electronic surveillance and mechanized court 
supervision. Prior to joining GW Law, she founded and directed the Youth Defender Clinic at the East Bay 
Community Law Center, which is part of the clinical program at UC Berkeley School of Law and the 
largest provider of free legal services in the county. In that role, she taught and supervised law students 
representing young people in juvenile court and school discipline proceedings. 
 
Ashley Williams, MSW, MSP received a dual master’s degree in Social Work and Social Policy at 
Washington University in St. Louis. Her studies have focused on the intersection between urban 
education and incarcerated youth. Ashley's work was recently published in the National Juvenile and 
Family Court Journal, "Early Childhood Trauma Impact on Adolescent Brain Development, Decision 
Making Abilities, and Delinquent Behaviors: Policy Implications for Juveniles Tried in Adult Court 
Systems." She currently serves in the role of Juvenile Disposition Specialist with the Missouri Public 
Defender, St. Louis City Children's Defense Team. 


