
 
2018 Legislative Wrap-Up on Youth in the Adult System 

 
+ Please note that this wrap up was finalized on October 1, 2018.  For legislation on youth 

in the adult court from 2005 through 2017 please review the Campaign’s State Trends 
report at http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/research/cfyj-reports  

 
Raising the Age of Juvenile Court Jurisdiction 
 
SB 793 (MO) Raises the age of juvenile court jurisdiction in Missouri to 18 by January 2021. 
Once implemented,  all youth under 18 will start in juvenile court and may only be transferred at 
the discretion of a juvenile court judge. 
 
SB 234 (VT) Vermont will study whether there is appropriate services to raise the age of juvenile 
court jurisdiction so that 18 and 19-year-olds start in juvenile court.  Assuming appropriate 
funding and services are available, the state will implement expanded juvenile court jurisdiction 
to youth under 20 by 2022. 
 
Retaining Juvenile Court Jurisdiction Over Older Youth 
 
SB 6160 (WA) Limits the number of offenses that could result in an adult criminal court having 
exclusive jurisdiction over a 16 and 17-year-old.  Provides that a juvenile court can retain 
residual jurisdiction over a youth until age 25, if that youth turns 18 during an adult criminal court 
proceeding, and is returned to juvenile court for a disposition.  
 
HB 2356  (AZ) Allows juvenile courts to retain jurisdiction over youth who commit offenses when 
they are at least 17-years-old until they reach the age of 19.  
 
Limiting the Transfer of Youth to Adult Court/ Creating Pathways Back to Juvenile Court 
 
HB 2271/ SB 2261 (TN) Limits the offenses that may result in transfer for youth under 14 to 
criminal murder or attempted criminal murder.  Under current law, youth under 14 could be 
transferred for several felony offenses. Limits the offenses that 16 and 17-year-olds may be 
transferred for to the completion or attempt to commit 12 serious enumerated felony offenses.  1

1 Enumerated offenses include the completion or attempt to complete the following offenses: First degree 
murder, second degree murder, rape, aggravated rape, rape of a child, aggravated rape of a child, 
aggravated robbery, especially aggravated robbery, kidnapping, aggravated kidnapping, especially 
aggravated kidnapping, commission of an act of terrorism. 

http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/research/cfyj-reports
http://www.senate.mo.gov/18info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=69675271
https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2018/Docs/ACTS/ACT201/ACT201%20Act%20Summary.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/6160-S2.PL.pdf
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/GetDocumentPdf/461185
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=SB2261&GA=110


Before the change in the law 16 and 17-year-olds could be transferred to adult court for any 
offense.  
 
HB 306  (DE) Raises the age of automatic transfer on a firearm offense from 15-years-old to 
16-year-old.  Provides that 16 and 17-year-olds shall be tried as an adult for a firearm offense 
only following an evidentiary hearing where the Superior Court finds proof positive or 
presumption great that the accused used, displayed, or discharged a firearm.  The Attorney 
General may elect to proceed in Family Court. 
 
S. 234 (VT) Creates an opportunity for reverse waiver for youth charged with specific serious 
offenses under section 5204.  
 
SB 6550 (WA) Limits the types of offenses that prosecutors must file an information onto the 
court.  Specifically allows for diversion of second degree assault and robbery.  This is significant 
since second degree assault and robbery are statutorily excluded from juvenile court, so without 
diversion, 16 and 17-year-old youth would be tried as adults. 
 
SB 2458 (RI) Ends the mandatory transfer of 17-year-olds to adult court for murder, first degree 
assault, first degree child molestation or assault with intent to commit murder.  This legislative 
change redefines the definition of an adult in Rhode Island’s family courts and effectively ends 
mandatory transfer for youth there. 
 
SB 1391 (CA) Repeals the authority of a District Attorney to make a motion to transfer a minor 
from juvenile court to a court of criminal jurisdiction, in a case in which a minor is alleged to have 
committed a specified serious offense when he or she was under age 16, unless the individual 
was not apprehended prior to the end of juvenile court jurisdiction.  
 
Jail Removal/ Protecting Youth Incarcerated As Adults 
 
SB 1575  (TN) Provides that youth transferred to the custody of the sheriff to be held in an adult 
jail may be held in a juvenile detention center instead for safekeeping. 
 
SB 52/HB 35 (VA) Removes language that allows youth not to be held sight and sound 
separated when transferred to an adult jail or prison.  Provides that facilities that hold youth 
must be approved by the State Board of Corrections for the detention of juveniles. 
 
HB 339 (DE) This bill allows children under the age of 18 to be transferred to the Department of 
Corrections only after adjudication and an imposition of a sentence of incarceration. Currently, 
Delaware permits juveniles charged with adult offenses to be held in default of bail in the 
custody of the Department of Corrections. The trend nationwide is to hold juveniles charged with 
adult offenses in juvenile facilities pretrial as these facilities provide educational and 
rehabilitative programs. 
 

http://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=26278
https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2018/Docs/JOURNAL/sj180510.pdf#page=51
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6550-S.SL.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText18/SenateText18/S2458.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB1391
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/110/Amend/SA0983.pdf
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+sum+SB52
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+sum+HB35
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=26375


AB 1812 (CA) This bill would, until June 1, 2026, also require the division to establish and 
operate a 7-year pilot program for transition age youth, as described. On or after January 1, 
2019, the program would divert specified transition-aged youth from adult prison to a juvenile 
facility to provide developmentally appropriate rehabilitative programming designed for transition 
age youth with the goal of improving outcomes and reducing recidivism. The bill would require 
the department to develop program placement criteria and to initially target youth sentenced by 
a superior court who committed a specified crime when under 18 years of age. The bill would 
require the division to contract with various entities to evaluate the effects of participation in the 
program, among other things.  
 
Data Collection / Transparency of Youth Tried As Adults 
 
HB 1228 (IN) Requires detailed demographic collection on youth statutorily excluded from 
juvenile court or transferred from juvenile court to adult court.  Data collection will now include 
age, gender, race, county of prosecution, offenses charged, convictions received, and sentence 
received.  The information must be published annually.  
 
Bad Legislation for Youth Tried As Adults 
 
SB 101 (MD) Creates a mandatory minimum ten-year sentence for a second crime of violence 
offense if an individual has served time in a  correctional facility for their first offense. 
 
HB 169 (KY)  Creates a criminal gang recruitment offense for youth under 18 that is a Class A 
misdemeanor for a first offense and a Class D felony for a second offense. Creates a separate 
criminal gang proceeding that can result in additional mandatory minimum time added to an 
individual’s sentence who has been convicted of one of several enumerated offenses that 
include misdemeanors.  The additional proceeding applies to youth transferred to adult court 
who have one prior adjudication for a felony offense. 
 
HB 2483 (WV) Eliminates the ability for a youth tried as an adult to remain in a juvenile facility 
once he or she turns 18.  The Court does not have the ability to remand the youth back to a 
juvenile placement. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1812
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2018/bills/house/1228
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2018RS/chapters_noln/Ch_143_sb0101E.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/recorddocuments/bill/18RS/HB169/bill.pdf
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Text_HTML/2018_SESSIONS/RS/bills/HB2483%20SUB%20ENR.pdf

