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The U.S. Justice Department’s Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) is 

focused on three overarching priorities: reduction in out-of-home placement, increased adherence to 

the four core requirements of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act, and juvenile justice 

system reform.  In line with these key priorities, OJJDP launched the Smart on Juvenile Justice 

Initiative in 2014 to promote system-wide juvenile justice reform, support key recommendations in the 

President’s My Brother's Keeper initiative, and bolster efforts to eliminate racial and ethnic disparities.   
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A Comprehensive Strategy to Juvenile Justice Reform.  In fiscal year (FY) 2014, the 

Crime and Justice Institute (CJI) at Community Resources for Justice was selected through 

a competitive process to provide intensive, targeted training and technical assistance (TTA) 

to help states implement recently-enacted legislation mandating specific reforms across 

multiple juvenile justice system components.  The reforms aim to enhance public safety, 

hold youth appropriately accountable, maximize cost-savings/cost-aversion, and 

strategically reinvest those savings.  CJI currently works with six states – Georgia, Hawaii, 

Kansas, Kentucky, South Dakota, and West Virginia – and expects to add a seventh state.  

In FY15-FY16, Urban Institute will collect current performance metrics for each of these 

states, identify common metrics across sites, outline potential core system-level indicators, 

and craft a policy brief summarizing the common drivers identified, policy solutions 

implemented, and outcomes documented to date. 

Statewide Juvenile Justice Reform Planning.  In FY16, through a competitive process, 

OJJDP selected TTA provider Council of State Governments (CSG) to assist three state 

planning grantees – Delaware, Iowa, and Washington – in their efforts to develop 

integrated, statewide strategic reform plans that cut across multiple juvenile justice system 

components. 

Assessing the Impact of Juvenile Justice Reforms.  In competitive processes in FY15 

and FY16, OJJDP awarded grants for research and evaluation to investigate, in depth, the 

effectiveness and/or cost efficiency of juvenile justice system reforms.  In FY15, the 

University of Cincinnati, George Mason University, and the University of Rhode Island 

received awards. FY16 grants went to the University of Massachusetts Medical School, 

Westat, Inc., and the University of Maryland, Baltimore. 
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Technical Assistance to End Racial and Ethnic Disparities in the Juvenile Justice 

System.  In FY14,W. Haywood Burns Institute and Development Services Group were 

selected through a competitive process to bring national education, TTA, and resources to 

state, local, and tribal governments on promising systemic and programmatic techniques 

for addressing disproportionate minority contact and eliminating racial and ethnic 

disparities in the juvenile justice system.   
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Community Supervision.  In FY15, The Council of State Governments (CSG) was 

selected through a competitive process to provide six planning grantees – Connecticut, 

Georgia, Guam, Indiana, Massachusetts, and New York – with TTA, and policy support to 

reduce recidivism and improve outcomes for juveniles by improving community 

supervision strategies.   

Reducing Out-of-Home Placement.  In FY16, through a competitive process, OJJDP 

awarded grants to help three states – Alaska, Kentucky, and Michigan –implement reforms 

to reduce the use of out-of-home placement for justice-involved youth. 

http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2014/JJSI.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2016/JJReform.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2015/ImpactReform.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2016/AssessingJJReform.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2014/DMC.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2015/CommunitySupervisionTTA.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2016/outofhome.pdf
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Enhancing Youth Access to Justice Initiative.  In FY15, TTA provider the National 

Juvenile Defender Center (NJDC), was selected through a competitive process to assist 

four state planning grantees – Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, and Washington – to develop 

statewide juvenile defense reform strategic plans.  In FY16, OJJDP awarded 

implementation grants through a competitive process to two of the FY15 state planning 

grantees – Delaware and Indiana – to implement their statewide juvenile defense delivery 

reform strategic plans, with continued intensive TTA from NJDC.  NJDC has also placed 

Reentry Fellows (direct civil legal services providers) in six locales – Baltimore, MD; 

Columbia, SC; Lincoln, NE; Martinez, CA; and St. Louis County, MO, and WA – to help 

juveniles address collateral consequences of justice-system involvement and successful 

transition back into society and their communities.   

Also under the FY15 Initiative, Georgetown University and the Colorado Juvenile 

Defender Center (CJDC) were selected through a competitive process to operate regional 

juvenile defender resource centers.  Georgetown’s resource center serves Maryland, 

Virginia, West Virginia, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. CJDC’s resource 

center serves Colorado, Utah, Arizona, Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico. 
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 Juvenile Prosecution Curriculum Development, Training, and Technical Assistance 

Program.  In FY14, through a competitive process, OJJDP selected Georgetown 

University’s Center for Juvenile Justice Reform (CJJR) as the national TTA provider for 

prosecutors.  CJJR has used FY15 continuation funding to develop a national Juvenile 

Prosecutor Leadership Network; build a web-based resource databank for juvenile 

prosecutors housed at the Prosecutor’s Encyclopedia. CJJR also is finalizing for piloting a 

specialized juvenile prosecutor training curriculum emphasizing adolescent development 

and trauma-informed care, which includes a training module on child sex trafficking 

developed in partnership with AEquitas.  CJJR and partner, the National District Attorneys 

Association, have updated NDAA’s Juvenile Prosecution Standards and Policies, which 

are currently being formally reviewed for NDAA board adoption.  
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 Age of Criminal Responsibility.  In FY16, OJJDP selected national TTA provider 

American Institutes for Research (AIR) through a competitive process to assist states that 

automatically classify all 16- and/or 17-year-olds as adults for justice-system purposes.  

This initiative aims to improve youth outcomes and decrease reoffending by reducing the 

number of youth transferred to or waived into adult criminal courts. 

Through Smart on Juvenile Justice, OJJDP promotes the adoption of evidence-based practices and a 

data-driven, evidence-based approach to juvenile justice that is trauma-informed and developmentally-

appropriate.  This multi-pronged strategy is grounded in a growing body of research on effective 

community-centered approaches to juvenile offending and the limited impact that secure confinement 

has on reducing juvenile offending and recidivism.  Collectively, this suite of programs is designed to 

bridge a wide array of juvenile justice system actors and disciplines to positively change the way that 

youth experience each touch point of the juvenile justice system, while improving outcomes for youth, 

their families, and communities. 

Visit the U.S. Department of Justice 2017 Program Plan to learn about potential funding opportunities. 

http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2015/SmartJJYouthAccess.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2016/SJJEYAImplementation.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2015/SmartJJYouthAccess.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2014/TTAProsecutors.pdf
http://www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/FY2016/AgeofCriminalResponsibility.pdf
https://www.grantsnet.justice.gov/programplan/html/Solicitations.htm

