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Consequences of Juvenile Adjudications Chart1 
 

Area of Concern Consequence(s) of Adjudication Defender Role 

Adult Sentencing 

In some jurisdictions, juvenile felony 
adjudications are included in calculating an 
adult offender’s score for purposes of 
sentencing in the adult matter. This means that 
certain juvenile adjudications may increase the 
sentencing score as an adult, resulting in a 
longer sentence. See, e.g., State v. Varga, 151 
Wash.2d 179, 86 P.3d 139 (Wash. 2004); Wash. 
Rev. Code §§ 9.94A.525, 9.95A.030 (2002). 

The defender should know the 
implications of adjudication on adult 
sentencing for each juvenile client. The 
defender should advise his or her clients 
of these consequences, especially when 
clients are making critical decisions such 
as whether to accept/deny plea offers 
and whether to go to trial. 

Public Access to 
Juvenile Records 

Historically, juvenile court records and 
proceedings were confidential to shield youth 
from the long-term stigma associated with a 
charge and adjudication, and to give youth a 
“second chance.” Today, confidentiality in 
juvenile court is being increasingly eroded by 
statutory amendments and changes in court 
rules. 

 
There are several states that allow public 
access to juvenile records without any 
restrictions. In these jurisdictions a juvenile 
criminal record is not expunged when the 
individual turns 18 years old. See Linda 
Szymanski, Confidentiality of Juvenile 
Delinquency Hearings, 5 NCJJ SNAPSHOT, Sept., 
2000,http://www.ncjj.org/PDF/Snapshots/200
0/vol5_no9_confidentiality.pdf. See, e.g., 
Washington, Arizona, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, 
Michigan, Montana, New York, Oregon. 
 
In other states, public access to juvenile 
records depends on the severity of the charge 
and the child’s history of adjudication. Juvenile 

The defender should educate clients on 
any statutes and procedures that allow 
for expungement of juvenile records.  The 
defender should reach out to each client 
at the termination of juvenile court 
jurisdiction to remind and assist former 
clients in applying for sealing and 
expungement of records. At a minimum, 
the defender should provide clients with 
self-help resources to assist them in 
sealing eligible adjudications in 
jurisdictions where juvenile records are 
publicly available.   

                                                 
1
 Much of the following information was drawn from KIM AMBROSE & ALISON MILLIKAN, WASH. DEFENDER 

ASS’N, BEYOND JUVENILE COURT: LONG-TERM IMPACT OF A JUVENILE RECORD (2013). Defenders should be 

mindful that this information is only meant for use with our forensic exercise. Defenders should conduct further 

research to find the most current law applicable to their particular jurisdiction.  
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records in these jurisdictions are available to 
the public for a small fee unless they are sealed 
by a court order.   

Immigration 

 
 
If the juvenile was not born in the United States 
and is not a U.S. citizen, the youth may face 
immigration consequences such as ineligibility 
for U.S. citizenship, ineligibility for Lawful 
Permanent Residence status (green card), 
inadmissibility or deportability as a result of a 
delinquent adjudication or delinquent 
behavior. 
 

The defender should determine the 
juvenile’s immigration status early in the 
representation, for instance, whether the 
juvenile is in the United States legally 
(green card holder) or is undocumented 
and does not have legal immigration 
status.     
 
Determining immigration consequences 
for a juvenile client can be extremely 
challenging and complex. The defender 
should immediately contact an 
immigration specialist if there are 
possible immigration consequences for 
the client.   

Driver’s License 

Juvenile adjudications may affect a youth’s 
ability to obtain a driver’s license for offenses 
that involve drugs, alcohol, firearms and 
driving. In some jurisdictions, the Department 
of Licensing must be notified when juveniles 
are adjudicated of the above offenses or when 
they enter diversion agreements.   
 
The loss of driving privileges obviously affects 
the youth’s ability to obtain employment that 
involves driving (e.g., bus driver, tax/cabdriver, 
EMS positions such as fire and ambulance, 
etc.). 
 
In some jurisdictions, a juvenile will be able to 
get his or her license privileges reinstated, but 
this depends on whether or not it is a first 
offense. Subsequent offenses generally require 
a longer period during which the juvenile must 
wait before petitioning for reinstatement.   
 
In some jurisdictions, juveniles may have their 
licenses revoked or suspended, even if they 

The defender should become 
knowledgeable about statutes regarding 
the impact of juvenile adjudications on 
driving privileges. The defender should 
contact a specialist in this area because 
laws regarding license suspension, 
revocation and reinstatement can be 
complex depending on the jurisdiction.    
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enter diversion programs. Reinstatement does 
not occur until a certain period (i.e., three 
months) after receiving notice that the 
diversion program was successfully completed.   

 
 
Exclusion from 
School and Loss 
of Higher 
Education 
Opportunities 

Students who commit delinquent acts in school 
are often suspended or expelled in connection 
with that conduct. 
 
Even when the conduct did not take place at 
school, several states have “school notification 
provisions” that require the police or the 
juvenile court to notify the child’s school of an 
arrest for specified offenses. Some school 
systems allow suspension even when the 
conduct occurs off campus.   
 
In most cases, a juvenile adjudication does not 
bar application to higher education. The 
institution may ask for the individual’s arrest 
history. In that case, juvenile arrests must be 
included. However, a number of institutions 
ask if the individual has ever been convicted of 
a misdemeanor, felony or other crime. These 
questions do NOT require that the individual 
include his or her delinquency adjudications.  
See JUV. CT.  JUDGES’ COMM’N 2008, JUVENILE 

DELINQUENCY RECORDS HANDBOOK AND EXPUNGEMENT 

GUIDE 1, 10 (2008). 

The juvenile defender should represent 
the youth (or assist other advocates who 
represent the youth) in a school 
disciplinary hearing to get discovery 
information from the school and to 
protect the youth’s Fifth Amendment 
privilege. 
 
If the child is thinking about higher 
education, the defender should educate 
the client on distinctions between the 
various questions that may be asked on 
an education application. The defender 
should help the client apply for 
expungement or sealing of records as 
soon as possible. 
 

Right to Possess 
Firearms 

 

In most jurisdictions, a juvenile adjudication, 
finding of not guilty by reason of insanity or 
dismissal after a short deferral will revoke a 
juvenile’s right to possess a firearm – even 
after he or she turns 18 – for the following 
crimes: 

 Any felony 

 The following crimes of domestic 
violence: 

o Assault  
o Coercion 
o Stalking 
o Reckless Endangerment 

The defender should be knowledgeable 
about the consequences of a firearms 
possession, educate clients on the 
possibility of reinstatement, and counsel 
clients for purposes of a plea decision.  
 
There may be an opportunity for 
reinstatement depending on the offense 
committed and whether the individual 
has remained crime-free for a designated 
period of time. Generally, juveniles who 
commit a sex offense and/or a serious 
felony must obtain a pardon, annulment 
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o Criminal Trespass 
o Violation of the provisions of a 

protection order or no-contact 
restraining order 
 

Being in possession of a firearm after the right 
has been revoked is a felony in all jurisdictions.  
 
 
The loss of the right to possess weapons affects 
more than an abstract liberty interest, but also 
limits the youth’s job opportunities – including 
security guard and law enforcement positions. 

or certificate of rehabilitation to have 
their firearm rights reinstated.   
 
Under federal law, individuals who have 
felony or domestic violence misdemeanor 
convictions are not allowed to possess 
firearms. 18 U.S.C. § 922(g) (2005). A 
juvenile adjudication may or may not be 
considered a “conviction” for purposes of 
federal law, depending on the state law 
where the juvenile was adjudicated.  
Some jurisdictions consider adjudications 
to be convictions for state purposes of 
prohibiting felons from possession 
firearms.  See, e.g., State v. Wright, 88 
Wash. App. 683, 946 P.2d 792 (1997); 
State v. McKinley, 84 Wash. App.677, 929 
P.2d 1145 (1997).   
 
However, the defender should argue that 
a juvenile adjudication in federal court 
will never remove the right to possess a 
firearm because under the Federal 
Juvenile Delinquency Act, a juvenile is not 
“convicted” – he or she is “adjudicated.” 
18 U.S.C. § 5031-5042 (2005); United 
States v. Walters, 359 F.3d 340, 343 (4th 
Cir. 2004) (Virginia law finding a juvenile 
delinquency finding was not a 
“conviction” for purposes of the federal 
firearms statute). 

Military Service 

Military criminal background checks include 
the applicant’s juvenile criminal histories.  This 
is required of all branches of the military.  32 
C.F.R. § 96.3 (2005). 
 
The applicant must disclose his or her full 
criminal history, including convictions and 
adjudications that have been expunged or 
sealed. 5 U.S.C. § 9101 (2000); See also A.R 
601-210, §2-11(a). 

 
The defender should contact a local 
recruiter if his or her client is considering 
military service to determine whether a 
conviction/ adjudication would preclude 
them from service and explore the 
possibility of a waiver.   
 
The defender should compile mitigating 
information to support the application, 
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Usually a juvenile felony adjudication will 
preclude military service. However, each 
branch is given the discretion to make 
exceptions for applications through a waiver 
process. 10 U.S.C. § 504 (2006); 32 C.F.R. § 96.1 
et seq. (2005). These waivers are granted on an 
individual basis.   

write a letter advocating that the client 
be given an exception and include 
attachments such as character letters, 
school records, employment records, etc.  
 

Employment 

Juvenile convictions can affect an individual’s 
eligibility for various jobs and occupational 
licenses, depending on the jurisdiction. Some 
jurisdictions do not allow government agencies 
to deny employment or occupational licenses 
solely based on a felony conviction, but 
exceptions may apply. See, e.g., WASH. REV. 
CODE ANN. § 9.96A.020 (2010). 
 
 
 
Any questions during a job interview that ask 
about the applicant’s arrest records, without a 
business justification, may be a violation of 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964: 
 

 “The consideration of an applicant’s 
arrest record discriminates against 
minority group applicants in violation of 
Title VII, unless such consideration is 
shown to be essential to the safe and 
efficient operation of the employer’s 
business.” PUB. DEFENDER SERV. FOR THE 

DIST. OF COLUMBIA, COMMUNITY RE-ENTRY 

PROGRAM, THE COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES 

OF CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS ON THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA: A GUIDE FOR CRIMINAL DEFENSE 

LAWYERS 1, 11 (2004).   
 

Background checks are generally required in 
the following professions: 
 

 Nursing Homes and Childcare: Juvenile 

The defender should educate the client 
on the potential impact of a juvenile 
adjudication on future employment, 
assist the youth in filing motions to seal 
or expunge juvenile records and compile 
a packet of mitigating circumstances and 
character letters. 
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adjudications are generally disclosed, 
just like adult convictions, during 
background checks for individuals 
applying to provide services to 
vulnerable adults or children. A crime 
against another person, or children, 
usually will prohibit an individual from 
working in these professions. 
 

Professional Licensing 
 

 Juvenile adjudications may also 
interfere with efforts to obtain a license 
where “unprofessional conduct” may 
be considered in the application 
process. For instance, drug violations 
are usually listed as such conduct.   
 

Employment at Financial Institutions 
 

 Federal law prohibits a financial 
institution from hiring an individual who 
has been convicted of a crime of 
dishonesty, breach of trust or money 
unless the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC) has given the 
individual written consent. Diversion 
programs are also considered to be 
“convictions” under this law. 12 U.S.C. § 
1829 (2011). 
 

Other Employment Opportunities Affected 

 Law enforcement 

 Jobs requiring a driver’s license and/or 
possession of a firearm 

Loss of Public 
Benefits 

Felony drug convictions result in a lifetime ban 
from TANF and food stamps. However, under 
the federal statute, states were given the 
option to opt out of this ban or modify it. See 
D.C. CODE § 4-205.71 (1999); Depending on the 
jurisdiction, a drug conviction may or may not 

The defender should ask the client or 
parent/guardian if the youth receives 
TANF benefits and food stamps. The 
defender should then advise accordingly, 
depending on the jurisdiction.   
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result in a loss of TANF benefits and food 
stamps. 
 

Loss or Denial of 
Placement in 

Neglect/ 
Dependency 

System 

A foster child with a criminal or delinquent 
history has limited placement options. For 
instance, a juvenile convicted of a serious 
felony may be placed in a group home rather 
than a foster home. Children charged with a 
sex offense often require specialized 
placement, even if they are not ultimately 
convicted. 

The defender should ascertain whether 
the child has an open case in the 
neglect/dependency system. The 
defender should advise the client that 
adjudication may affect his or her 
placement.   

Access to or 
Exclusion from 
Public Housing 

If public housing wants to disqualify a tenant 
and terminate his or her lease based on a 
criminal history check, federal law requires that 
the tenant get adequate notice and be allowed 
time to challenge the accuracy or relevancy of 
their record. 24 C.F.R. § 966.4 (2010). 

 HUD demands that landlords deny 
housing for certain crimes. These 
crimes include juvenile adjudications.   
 

Mandatory Bans on Public Housing for 
Juveniles 

 Households with a registered juvenile 
sex offender. 42 U.S.C. § 13663 (1999). 

 Households where the juvenile has 
been convicted of manufacturing 
methamphetamine on federally 
assisted housing property. 42 U.S.C. § 
1437(n) (1999); 24 C.F.R. 966.4(i)(A) 
(2010). 

Other Bans on Public Housing for Juveniles 

 A household that was evicted from 
federally assisted housing due to drug-
related activity is banned for three 
years from the date of eviction.  
However, if the evicted household 
member successfully completed a 
rehabilitation program approved by 
Public Housing Authority (PHA) or the 
cause of the eviction does not exist 

The defender should ask the client 
whether he or she lives in public or 
private housing. The defender should 
advise the client that adjudication may 
result in his or her family losing their 
housing and may affect his or her future 
eligibility to get federal assisted housing.  
Landlords may look at an individual’s 
criminal history for both public and 
private housing before or during his or 
her tenancy. This includes the individual’s 
juvenile criminal history, if it is accessible 
to the public. The juvenile’s criminal 
record can disqualify the entire family 
from housing. 
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anymore (i.e., the household member 
died or is imprisoned), then the housing 
provider may waive the ban.  42 U.S.C. 
§ 13661 (1999); 24 C.F.R. § 982.553 
(2010). 

 If a household currently has a member 
engaged in the use of drugs or the 
housing provider has a reasonable 
belief that a member’s pattern of drug 
use threatens the safety or right to 
peaceful enjoyment of the premises by 
other residents, then the housing 
provider may ban the household. Id. 

 A housing provider may disqualify any 
household if a member is engaging in, 
or has engaged in, any drug-related or 
violent criminal activity that would 
affect the safety and enjoyment of the 
premises by other residents. Id. 

 
Evictions: 

 A housing provider may evict a 
household if a member has engaged in 
drug activity on or off the premises. 24 
C.F.R. § 5.851 (2004); 42 U.S.C. 
1437d(l)(6) (2006); 24 C.F.R. 966.4(12) 
(2010). 

 Fleeing Felons and Probation/Parole 
Violators: Household members who are 
fleeing from felony warrants or are a 
probation/parole violator may be 
evicted from public housing.  42 U.S.C. § 
1437f(d)(1)(B)(v) (2011). 

 


