
	
Each year approximately 200,000 young people exit the juvenile justice system. Due to astronomical 
recidivism rates of incarceration many of them have spent almost one-third of their lives in secure 
confinement. Youth are often discharged from care back to families struggling with domestic 
violence, substance abuse, unresolved mental health disabilities, and extremely low income. Youth 
released from confinement are at a crossroads often the youth has youth has not completely 
developed mentally and have an exceedingly difficult time readjusting to society. 
 
Frequently, this is a critical juncture when youth can face challenges trying to find housing and 
employment, enroll in school/pursue education, adapt to culture changes, maintain needed 
treatment, reintegrate into his/her family, abide by conditions of probation/parole, and manage 
everyday life. It is imperative that systems and communities do a better job ensuring that youth are 
supported in their reentry and not leave young people to manage these complexities on their own, 
setting them up for failure. 
 
As a result of the massive need for reentry planning for youth, the Children’s Law Center (CLC) has 
expanded its advocacy to youth returning to society from out of home placement. CLC is able to 
offer unique services to youth on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Children’s Law Center provides assistance through 

 Individual Advocacy 

 Re-entry civil matters     

 Legal Support 

 Education Services 

 Social Services 

 Reentry Planning 

 Legislative Advocacy 

 Referral Services  

 
 
Scenarios for Discussion 
 
On the remaining pages, there are three scenarios that you can select from to help initiate 
conversations. Each scenario is on a separate page and has a distinctly different set of facts for 
each youth reentering society. Scenarios will be reviewed in small groups and used for 
discussion and reentry planning for the youth in each case. 	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Scenario A 
 

Leon is now 17. He was released from DYS a week ago. His mother has reluctantly allowed to 
him to stay with her but she expects him to contribute financially and she is not happy about the 
overall situation.  
 
Leon’s mother is a single parent. She has three other children. Leon is the second oldest. His 
older brother was bound over to the adult criminal system at age 17 and has been in prison for 
the past four years. Leon looked to his older brother as a father figure. He has never met his 
biological father but heard he lives on the streets somewhere out west.    
 
When Leon was younger he had a long list of school truancies. He often was left to take care of 
his younger siblings. He would help them get ready for school making him late for his own 
classes or he would not show up at school at all. Eventually, the school asked for a formal 
complaint to be filed in juvenile court. At age 9, Leon was groomed by a local gang. He started 
shoplifting and stealing metal and other “goods” from construction sites and abandoned 
buildings. By age 11, he already had 16 complaints filed in juvenile court. He was offered a 
mentor through Big Brothers/Big Sisters, was ordered to come to report to his probation officer 3 
times a week, drug tested and even placed in detention a few times. None of these interventions 
stopped further delinquent behavior. Leon was expelled from school for pushing another student 
who wound up with a concussion. At age 14, he was then sent to DYS. During his time there, he 
earned extra time for gang affiliation and activity. He also has problems with male authority 
figures. 
 
According to DYS, he is now in the 9th grade but still reads at 6th grade level. In his last year 
there, he seemed to be able to control his behavior and excelled. He worked in the kitchen and 
really liked cooking. Leon is a likable kid and really wants to please people.  While he was in 
DYS for three years, he only saw his family 5 times, but had weekly telephone calls with them. 
He has hopes of being a role model to his younger brother and sister, dating, and buying a car.   
 
 
Questions for Discussion: 
 

 What challenges may Leon face in his reentry? 
 

 How can your organization or your community help mitigate those challenges?  
 

 What actions would you take in his first few weeks back in the community to support 
Leon? 

 
 What long-term supports should be in place to help Leon succeed?   

 
  



Scenario B 
 
Samantha is 18 and has been in the dependency and delinquency systems for 10 years. She has a 
long history of trauma. She was sexually abused by her step-father and subsequently placed in a 
foster care home. She always maintained that she wanted to live with her mother but was never 
allowed to return to that house. She started running away from her foster care placements. She 
became sexually active, smoked marijuana and drank alcohol, and flunked out of school. 
Juvenile court sent her to a group home where she snuck in some boys. Not only was that a rule 
infraction but she and the boys damaged the property by painting graffiti on the walls and 
breaking some chairs. That led to her most recent delinquency charges. The court ordered that 
Samantha be held at the local detention center awaiting adjudication.  
 
With delays and some other issues, Samantha spent 7 months in detention. While there, she 
earned her GED. She is on antidepressants and anti-anxiety medication. Due to her involvement 
in the court system, she was never allowed to get her driver’s license. She also never held a job 
because she was shuffled from one foster home to another. Samantha has severe trust issues with 
adults but at the same time seeks attention from the opposite sex. While in detention, she met a 
young man and is now dating him. He is scheduled to be released in a few weeks.  
 
Since she is 18, the court has decided to place her on probation, ordered restitution and continued 
drug/alcohol counseling, and placed her in the custody of her biological father who stepped 
forward as a possible placement. Samantha has not had much contact with her father over the 
years. They are almost strangers but he cleared the home study.   
 
Questions for Discussion: 
 
 

 What types of challenges may Samantha face as she returns to this community? 
 

 What types of supports and services will she need to address those challenges?  
 

 How could you work together as a community to provide these identified 
supports/services to Samantha? 
 

 
  
 
  



Scenario C 
 
Matthew is 22.  He is being released from adult prison in two weeks. He was bound over at age 
17 after armed robbery. This was his first offense but it someone was critically injured during the 
commission of the robbery and his co-defendants had lengthy records. 
 
Matthew has an 8th grade education. He has behavioral health issues which were never 
addressed. He was raised by his grandmother and has no other extended family. He was very 
quiet in prison and is getting out early due to good behavior. He became religious in prison and 
joined a bible study group.  He worked in the kitchen in prison and enjoyed that. He has $120.00 
that he will receive when he leaves prison. He has no other financial resources.   
 
Matthew’s grandmother has dementia and is not able to provide him a home. Matthew has a lot 
of guilt of not being around to take care of her. Matthew has been writing to a minister of a local 
church so that he has a connection when he gets out. Matthew found out that he has a son. His 
son’s mother does not want Matthew to see his son unless he can provide child support. 
 
Matthew has nowhere to live. He plans to go to the Salvation Army upon his release or live on 
the streets. His goal is to get money together to help pay for his son and be a good father to him. 
 
Questions for Discussion: 
 

 In this community, would anyone be aware of someone like Matthew being released and 
returning?  
 

 What are the first steps you would take in helping Matthew get acclimated to society?  
 

 What service providers do you feel are the most important to help Matthew?  
 

 What would you do differently if Matthew was 19 instead of 22 upon his release? 
  
	


