
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
 

COUNTY, ss.                                               [NAME] JUVENILE COURT 
                                                                                DOCKET NO(s).  
 
 

COMMONWEALTH 
 

v. 
 

XXXXX, A JUVENILE 
 

EX PARTE MOTION FOR FUNDS FOR A SOCIAL WORKER 
 

 
Now comes the Juvenile in the above-entitled matter and respectfully moves, pursuant to 

G.L. c. 261, §§ 27 A-G, (Court Costs of Indigent Persons) that this Honorable Court approve 

funds, in an amount not to exceed (amount), for the Committee for Public Counsel Services to 

allow payment for the hiring of a social worker to assist in the preparation and defense of his/her 

case. The requested funds are "reasonably necessary to assure [him] as effective...a defense as he 

would have if he were financially able to pay."  Commonwealth v. Lockley, 381 Mass 156 

(1980); G.L. c.261 § 27.  

The Juvenile further moves that this Court conduct an ex parte hearing on this motion in 

order to not prejudice him/her in comparison to other juveniles who may have funds to hire an 

expert without the authorization from the Court and the knowledge of the prosecutor.  See 

Commonwealth v. Haggerty, 400 Mass. 347 (1987), Commonwealth v. Dotson, 402 Mass. 185 

(1988). 

The United States Supreme Court and the Supreme Judicial Court have recognized that 

juveniles are different from adults and that a juvenile’s age is far “more than a chronological 

fact.”  JDB v. North Carolina, 131 S.Ct. 2394, 2403 (2011) (citations omitted).  The law has 

historically reflected that children characteristically lack the capacity to exercise mature 



judgment and possess only an incomplete ability to understand the world around them. JDB, 

supra at 2404. A social worker, therefore, is necessary to assist the attorney in investigating and 

understanding the juvenile’s cognitive and social/emotional developmental history and status so 

as to appropriately assist him in preparing and presenting an effective defense and/or 

dispositional plan. 

Furthermore the National Juvenile Defender Center specifically states in Role of Juvenile 

Defense Counsel in Juvenile Court, that “as part of disposition preparation, juvenile defense 

counsel consults with mitigation specialists, social workers, and mental health, special education, 

and other experts to develop a plan consistent with the client’s expressed interests.”  

  As reasons therefore, the Juvenile states: 

1. The juvenile is indigent and without funds to pay for the services of an independent 
social worker.   
 

2. The juvenile is charged with [offense], a crime that could result in a loss of liberty, as 
well as a host of collateral consequences. 

 
3. It is essential for the preparation of the defense that a social worker be employed to assist 

in the process of investigating, documenting, and understanding the juvenile’s 
bio/psycho/social developmental history and its ramifications for the litigation and/or 
resolution of this case. 
 

4. Further, the services of a social worker are essential to identify and access appropriate 
educational, behavioral health, and other community based services that will enhance 
his/her ability to aid in his/her own defense, as well as to provide the Court with an 
appropriate disposition plan, if needed. 

 
5. The funds requested are fair and not excessive. 

6. Justice dictates that this motion be allowed. 

   
 
 
 
 



 
  Respectfully submitted, 
  A JUVENILE 
  By his attorney, 
 
 
 
 
 
  ______________________ 
  Name 
       Address 
       Tele no. 
       Email address 

BBO # 
 
 
Date: xx/xx/xxxx  

 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
 

COUNTY, ss.                                                                       [NAME] JUVENILE COURT 
                                                                                               NO(s).  
 
 

COMMONWEALTH 
 

v. 
 
 

JOHN DOE 
 
 

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF JUVENILE’S EX PARTE MOTION FOR FUNDS 
 
I, ______________, attorney for the Juvenile in the above-entitled matter, state the following is 
true and accurate to the best of my information and belief: 
 

1. I am a member of the Massachusetts Bar and approved by the Committee for Public 
Counsel Services to represent juveniles charged with violating the criminal laws of 
the Commonwealth. 
 

2. On [date], the Probation Department at the [name] Juvenile Court determined that the 
Juvenile was indigent. 
 



3. On that date, I was appointed to represent the Juvenile who was charged with 
[offense].  

 
4. The services of a social worker are essential to the adequate preparation of his 

defense.  Commonwealth v. Lockley, 381 Mass. 156 (1980). 
 

5. The Juvenile faces a potential loss of liberty. 
 

6. The Juvenile is indigent and has no funds to provide for this necessary expense. 
 

 
 Signed this ____ day of ________, 20xx under the pains and penalties of perjury.  
   
 
  ______________________ 


