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Common Problems, Examples, Solutions, and Results  
 

PROBLEM EXAMPLE SOLUTION RESULT 
Students are placed in 
programs that do not 
offer the services 
outlined in their IEPs. 

Joe requires two hours 
per week with a 
therapist and one-on-
one instruction in math 
and science, but the 
school at the facility 
does not offer either. 

Document the school’s 
failure to provide 
appropriate services. 
Identify an alternative 
program and obtain 
placement. Obtain 
compensatory education 
services. 

Joe was transferred to 
another facility that is 
able to provide therapy 
and one-on-one 
instruction. Joe received 
200 hours of outside 
therapy and tutoring to 
remediate the past harm. 

Education records are 
not transferred when 
students change 
placements, so 
academic history gets 
lost.  

Joe has passed Creative 
Writing twice, and it is 
not required for DC 
graduation. Facility 
staff does not listen 
when he relays this, 
and he is enrolled 
again.  

Request all education 
records. Draft transcript 
analysis from the school 
district. Follow up to 
make sure that student 
remains in proper 
classes.  

Joe is now enrolled in the 
classes he has not taken 
or completed that count 
towards his DC 
graduation requirements.  

Students with high 
school diplomas are 
placed in facilities 
lacking post-secondary 
education options. 

Joe is in a juvenile 
facility in MD, but the 
school only offers high 
school classes. Joe 
already finished high 
school. 

Compel school to 
provide post-secondary 
options. 

Joe takes online college 
courses or certificate 
courses for desired career 
paths. 

Students reenter the 
community and 
schools refuse to enroll 
them.  

Joe returns from the 
juvenile facility but the 
school will not enroll 
him due to his age, 
special education 
needs, or concerns over 
juvenile history. 

Identify appropriate 
school and advocate for 
placement through 
informal advocacy or 
litigation. 

Joe is placed in a school 
of his choice that is 
designed for older 
students with special 
education needs. 

 


