
IDEA Definitions I 
 

"The term 'special education' means specially designed instruction, at no cost to parents, to 
meet the unique needs of a child with a disability, including-- 

(A) instruction conducted in the classroom, in the home, in hospitals and institutions, and 
in other settings; and 

(B) instruction in physical education." 
--20 U.S.C. §1401(29); see also, 34 C.F.R. §300.39. 

 
"The term 'free appropriate public education' means special education and related 
services that-- 

(A) have been provided at public expense, under public supervision and direction, and 
without charge; 

(B) meet the standards of the State educational agency; 
(C) include an appropriate preschool, elementary, or secondary school education in the 

State involved; and 
(D) are provided in conformity with the individualized education program required under 

section 1414(d) of this title. 
--20 U.S.C. §1401(9); see also, 34 C.F.R. §300.17. 

 
"The term 'related services' means transportation, and such developmental, corrective, and 
other supportive services (including speech-language pathology and audiology services, 
interpreting services, psychological services, physical and occupational therapy, recreation, 
including therapeutic recreation, social work services, school nurse services designated to enable a 
child with disability to receive a free appropriate public education as described in the 
individualized education program of the child, counseling services, including rehabilitation 
counseling, orientation and mobility services, and medical services, except that such medical 
services shall be for diagnostic and evaluation purposes only) as may be required to assist a child 
with a disability to benefit from special education, and includes the early identification and 
assessment of  disabling conditions in children." 
--20 U.S.C. §1401(26); see also, 34 C.F.R. §300.34. 

 
"The term 'transition services' means a coordinated set of activities for a child with a 
disability that is designed  to be within a results-oriented process, that is focused on improving the 
academic and functional achievement of the child with a disability to facilitate the child’s 
movement from school to post-school activities, including post-secondary education, vocational 
education, integrated employment (including supported employment), continuing and adult 
education, adult services, independent living, or community participation.  The coordinated set of 
activities is based on the individual child’s needs taking into account the child’s strengths, 
preferences and interests, and shall include instruction, community experiences, the development 
of employment and other post-school adult living objectives, and, when appropriate, acquisition of 
daily living skills and functional vocational evaluation."   
--20 U.S.C. §1401(34); see also, 34 C.F.R. §300.43. 


