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Now that J.D.B. v. North Carolina has taken the “kids are different” legal conversation out of 
the specific issues of punishment and life or death, how can the analysis be utilized in 

everyday representation or advocacy issues? 
 
1. Assure meaningful access to counsel  

 advocate for meaningful opportunity to meet with and adequately confer with your  
client prior to a court appearance 

 continue matters to allow for adequate rapport building and information gathering 
 

2. Assure appropriate court access 
 ensure that while in court the juvenile has appropriate access to information and is 

able to understand the proceedings 
 allow participation in the hearings without shackles or other physical barriers  
 allow easy access to counsel to ask questions, get clarification, etc. 
 ensure that documents used by the court for the juvenile’s review or signature are 

understandable to your client 
 

3.  Ensure the client has the ability to comply with conditions of probation 
 advocate for options that are not only tailored to your client, but that have 

achievable requirements 
 ensure that as among the client, the court and the probation officer that everyone 

understands and agrees as to what the expectations of compliance are 
 work in your community to develop services that are developmentally appropriate 

 
4. Contest the use of sex offender registries 

 advocate that it is not reasonable to expect adult-similar compliance due to:  
o lack of understanding of the rules 
o lack of appreciation of long-term consequences 
o little or no ability to change residence, school, afterschool 

 advocate that it is not reasonable to register juveniles at all do to developmental 
issues 

 
5. Ensure the client has a meaningful opportunity for appeal 

 ensure that a system of appellate review exists to timely review trial level decisions 
 consider the use of extraordinary writs to access quick review 

 
 


