MODEL QUALIFICATION STANDARDS FOR PRACTICE IN JUVENILE
DELINQUENCY COURT IN NORTH CAROLINA 1
The requirements in Section II apply to attorneys who are in good standing but have not
recently practiced in juvenile delinquency court or adult criminal court prior to the adoption
of these standards. Exemptions from these requirements are set forth in Section III.
I. Definitions
1. Juvenile delinquency training: Training devoted to juvenile law and procedure, as well as
special topics relevant to juvenile court, such as adolescent development, mental health,
special education, substance abuse, and cultural issues, provided by an approved training
provider.
2. Approved training provider: The Office of the Juvenile Defender, the Office of Indigent
Defense Services, the UNC School of Government, the North Carolina Bar Association,
the North Carolina Academy of Trial Lawyers, the Center for Children’s Defense, or
another entity approved by the Office of the Juvenile Defender or the Office of Indigent
Defense Services.
3. Court Sessions: One complete day of court in which juvenile delinquency matters are
heard, with the length of the day depending on the number of matters docketed.
II. Requirements
List 1 (Class 1-3 Misdemeanors, Motions for Contempt)
Prior to approval:
Experience: The applicant must be a duly licensed attorney and a member in good standing
of the North Carolina State Bar.
Observation: In each of the districts in which the applicant intends to practice the applicant
must observe court sessions according to the following schedule. If court meets two days a
month or less, the applicant must observe one session. If court meets one day a week, the
applicant must observe two sessions. If court meets more than one day a week, the
applicant must observe three sessions. The applicant must provide to the Public Defender
and local Committee on Indigent Appointments (hereinafter “Committee”) a written
statement of the location, date, and time of the session.
Court counselor office orientation: The applicant must certify to the Public Defender and
Committee that the applicant has spent no less than one hour becoming familiar with the
practices and procedures of the court counselor office in each of the districts in which the
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applicant intends to practice, preferably by meeting with the Chief Court Counselor or
Court Counselor Supervisor in each of those districts.
Continuing Requirements:
Training: The attorney must complete at least six hours of juvenile delinquency training
within the first year of practice in delinquency court, at least four hours of which must be
specifically devoted to juvenile law and procedure and thereafter complete at least three
hours of training every other year.
Detention facility: Within the first year of practice, the applicant must confer with the
director of the nearest juvenile detention facility or the director’s designee in person or by
telephone and become familiar with detention center policies and procedures and certify
compliance to the Public Defender and Committee.
List 2 (Class A1 Misdemeanors, Class F-I Felonies, Probation Violations)
Prior to approval:
Previous requirements: The applicant must have successfully completed all of the
requirements of List 1.
Experience: The applicant must have recently practiced in juvenile delinquency or adult
criminal court on a consistent basis for at least one full year.
Continuing requirements:
Training: The attorney must complete at least three hours of juvenile delinquency training
every other year the attorney represents juveniles.
List 3 (Class A-E Felonies)
Prior to approval:
Previous requirements: The applicant must have successfully completed all of the
requirements of List 2.
Experience: The applicant must have recently practiced in juvenile delinquency or adult
criminal superior court on a consistent basis for at least three years.
Special qualifications: The applicant must be willing to continue to represent a juvenile if
the juvenile’s case is transferred to Superior Court and be qualified by the Public Defender
and Committee to represent adults in felony cases in Superior Court.
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Continuing requirements:
Training: The attorney must complete at least three hours of juvenile delinquency training
every other year the attorney represents juveniles.
III. Exemptions
Exemptions from the above requirements:
1. For attorneys who are in good standing and have practiced in juvenile delinquency court
prior to the adoption of these standards, the qualification standards are as follows:
An attorney who wishes to be placed on List 1 must have recently practiced in juvenile
delinquency court on a consistent basis for at least one full year, and have completed at
least [two] contested juvenile delinquency misdemeanor adjudicatory hearings. Within
two years of initial approval, the attorney must complete at least three hours of juvenile
delinquency training and certify compliance to the Public Defender and Committee.
[Note: Bracketed sections represent values where each jurisdiction may adjust the value
to reflect local practice.]
An attorney who wishes to be placed on List 2 must have recently practiced in juvenile
delinquency court on a consistent basis for at least two full years, and have completed at
least [three] contested juvenile delinquency hearings, including at least one misdemeanor
adjudicatory hearing and one felony adjudicatory hearing. Within two years of initial
approval, the attorney must complete at least three hours of juvenile delinquency training
and certify compliance to the Public Defender and Committee.
An attorney who wishes to be placed on List 3 must have practiced in juvenile
delinquency court for at least three full years, and have completed at least [six] contested
juvenile delinquency hearings, including at least two felony adjudicatory hearings (one of
which must be a Class A through E felony) and at least two hearings where the juvenile
could potentially have been committed to a youth development center. Within two years
of initial approval, the attorney must complete at least three hours of juvenile delinquency
training and certify compliance to the Public Defender and Committee. The attorney also
must be willing to continue to represent a juvenile if the juvenile’s case is transferred to
Superior Court and be qualified by the Public Defender and Committee to represent
adults in felony cases in Superior Court.
2. For attorneys who are in good standing and have practiced in adult criminal court prior to
or after the adoption of these standards, the qualification standards are as follows:
An attorney who wishes to be placed on List 1 must have recently practiced in adult
criminal (district or superior) court on a consistent basis for at least one full year and have
completed the Observation and Court Counselor Office Orientation requirements under
List 1. Within one year of initial approval, the attorney must complete at least three
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hours of juvenile delinquency training and certify compliance to the Public Defender and
Committee.
An attorney who wishes to be placed on List 2 must have recently practiced in adult
criminal (district or superior) court on a consistent basis for at least two full years, and
have completed the Observation and Court Counselor Office Orientation requirements
under List 1. Within one year of initial approval, the attorney must complete at least
three hours of juvenile delinquency training and certify compliance to the Public
Defender and Committee.
An attorney who wishes to be placed on List 3 must have recently practiced in adult
criminal superior court on a consistent basis for at least three full years and have
completed the Observation and Court Counselor Officer Orientation requirements under
List 1. Within one year of initial approval, the attorney must complete at least three
hours of juvenile delinquency training and certify compliance to the Public Defender and
Committee. The attorney also must be willing to continue to represent a juvenile if the
juvenile’s case is transferred to Superior Court, and be qualified by the Public Defender
and Committee to represent adults in felony cases in Superior Court.
3. Assistant Public Defenders who are assigned to delinquency court may be exempt from the
Experience requirements if: (1) all other requirements under the respective lists are satisfied;
and (2) an experienced member of the Public Defender staff is available to assist the assistant
public defender when requested.
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