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Dvorchak named to head National Juvenile Defender Center 

WASHINGTON, DC -- Colorado attorney and advocate Kim Dvorchak has been selected as 
executive director of the National Juvenile Defender Center. 

She succeeds Patricia Puritz, who founded the non-profit 10 years ago to build the capacity 
of the juvenile defense bar and to improve access to counsel and quality of representation 
for children in the justice system.  

Dvorchak is the founder and executive director of the Colorado Juvenile Defender Center, 
has run her own law firm and has served as a public defender in two states. She teaches, 
lectures and advances due process-based juvenile defense in Colorado and across the 
country. Her superior litigation and policy advocacy skills were recognized when she was 
named in 2013 as one of Colorado’s Women of Influence, among many other honors.  
Dvorchak will assume the NJDC helm on August 10. 
 
“Kim Dvorchak comes to the organization with a wealth of talent and experience, and we 
have absolutely no doubt that NJDC will continue to grow and thrive under her capable 
leadership,” said Bridgett Ortega, chair of NJDC’s board of directors. 
 
 “I am so excited to be joining NJDC and to help the juvenile defense community build on 
the solid foundation that has been laid over the last decade,” said Dvorchak. “The 
remarkable NJDC staff, working in concert with the board of directors, the directors of the 
regional centers, and colleagues and stakeholders from across the nation will 
unquestionably continue to draw attention and focus to the critical issues of access to 
counsel for youth.” 

“We are very grateful to Patti Puritz for her leadership and vision over the years, and the 
commitment and intentional focus that Kim brings to the organization will launch our work 
into the 21st century,” said Ortega. 

Puritz and Dvorchak will work closely together during the transition period. 
  
 “I can’t imagine leaving NJDC in better hands. NJDC and the field are so lucky to have Kim 
Dvorchak as our new executive director,” Puritz said.  
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