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Model Juvenile Court Colloquies
Despite the rehabilitative nature we ascribe to the juvenile justice system, research
indicates that when young people are in court, surrounded by authority figures, they
are often frightened or intimidated. Much of what is being said about them, to them,
or in connection with their case, is spoken in complex legal terms and complicated
courtroom jargon. It is no wonder they may not really understand what is happening
and what is expected of them, thus reducing their ability to be compliant with the
court’s order. Using developmental and age appropriate language can dramatically
increase a child’s likelihood of success. To improve youths’ understanding of court
processes and their obligations, juvenile defenders involved in the Juvenile Indigent
Defense Action Network (JIDAN) developed model judicial colloquies that adopt more
developmentally appropriate language.
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Average number of conditions ordered by the judge at first
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juveniles interviewed within five minutes after their hearing.

To learn more about the development and implementation of the collateral consequences strategic innovations, contact:
National Juvenile Defender Center, 1350 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 304, Washington, DC 20036, 202-452-0010, inquires@njdc.info
This brief is one in a series describing new knowledge and innovations emerging from Models for Change, a multi-state juvenile justice
reform initiative. Models for Change is accelerating movement toward a more effective, fair, and developmentally sound juvenile justice
system by creating replicable models that protect community safety, use resources wisely, and improve outcomes for youths. The briefs are
intended to inform professionals in juvenile justice and related fields, and to contribute to a new national wave of juvenile justice reform.
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